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TO TBS 



SECOND EDITION. 



rl a late publication of Mr. Blaine, a very respectable ve« 
terinary anatomist, the credit of this work, as far as re-* 
gards medical treatment, is attacked in a very marked, and 
I conceive, not altogether candid manner. My answers to 
this gentleman, for whose opinions I should have considera- 
ble deference, did tliey rest on the ground of his own ex- 
perience and practice ; together with certain farther addi- 
tions and corrections, will be found in the following pages 
of the second volume : Pa. 231. 285. 305. 310. 335. 359. 
363. 376. 426. 447. 454. 478. 517. 541. 566. 572. 592. 
603. 611. 

I had flattered myself, that I should have had no &rtlier 
occasion to recur to the unpleasant task of defending the 
reputation and practice of our established veterinary writers ; 
at least, that some more able advocate would have arisen 
ere now, in so just and generous a cause. But I find the 
same plan, the commencement of which appeared to me so^ 
illiberal and unjust, is incessantly pursued ; the works of 
our best writers are to be calumniated, and consigned to ob- 
livion; and the public deprived of the great benefits to be 
obtained from such an original and excellent source of in- 
struction. By the numerous publications, all of the same 
even tenor. Issuing of late years from the leisure of veteri- 
nary surgeons, it would appear, that they desire to impress 
.the world with an idea, that ail veterinary knowledge origi- 
nated 
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^V ^ ADVERTISEMENT. 

nated at St. Pancras ; and that previously to the establish- 
ment of the College, we were unillumincd, in this country, ' 
with a single ray of genuine science. We are not only 
pestered with the perpetual repetition of new discoveries, 
but, according to the professions of these writers, the Col- 
lege was instituted for the mere purpose of speculation and 
discovery; of overturning all former practice, and of begin- 
ning, as one of them expresses it, * intirely de twvoJ* 

Pretensions of this extravagant nature, feebly too, as 
they have been supported, may, and in truth, already have 
been, of considerable prejudice to the cause of the Veteri- 
nary College ; an excellent public institution, which reflects 
great honour on the liberality of the present times, and, • 
from the influence and example of which, the country has 
experienced eminent advantages. It needs no argument to 
prove, nor any apology, that the ends of such an institu- 
tion will be best answered by the promulgation of ^ rational 
and humane system of veterinary practice, whether derived 
from previous authority, or present experience. 

If, In the warmth of my zeal for the defence of former 
writers, to whom I have acknowledged so much obligation, 
I have been unmindful of the merits of my cotemporaries, 
or have injuriously thrown into the shade any man's exer^ 
tions or laudable attempts at new discovery, nothing will 
give me greater pleasure, than to acknowledge/ and retract 
such -error, on a fair representation of the fact. 

In certain directions concerning Shoes (Vol. II. p. 231.) 
to which, as they formerly stood, exceptions were made in 
the public papers, I freely confess some alteration was re- 
quired; it will appear that I have made a material one, 
and that there is now . little danger of error or miscon- 
struction. 

In the medical department, I have retained the use of 
cordials and warm aromatic scedSj professedly excluded 

from 
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from the new practice. This I have done from frequent 
experience of their good effects in certain cases ; at the same 
time, pointing out the common abuse of such articles. Con- 
sidering the present fashionable retrenchment of tlie veteri- 
nary materia medica^ and that nothing farther is now held 
necessary, than to ring the changes U[)on Barbadoes aloes, 
radix ipecac, tartar emetic, and vitriol in substance, it will 
appear that I have been very redundant : but reflecting on 
constitutional idiosyncrasy, and that from various occult 
causes, or in different circumstances, a medicine shall have 
anomalous effects in the same disease, I have thought pro- 
per to note most of tliosc simples or compositions, which 
have been found, by experience, to operate efficaciously on 
the body of the horse. If I have retained some forms of 
rather an injudicious or equivocal description, I believe 
there are none liable to any very particular exceptions, into 
whatever hands they may fall. 

I omitted to state, in its proper place (Vol. 2. p. 379) 
that in the low fever of horses, attended with sudden great 
debility, antimonial wine, with a moderate quantity of lau- 
danum, given at intervals, in acidulated and sweetened herb 
drinks, has often succeeded, when the common doses of 
aitre and cremor tartar have had a nauseating and debili* 
tating effect. 

My acknowledgements to Doctor Downing have been 
sufficiently liberal. The Doctor's book, I have, at last 
discovered, to be a tolerably accurate copy of Topham on 
the Diseases of Cattle. The composition of this last is the 
strangest medley of good sense, and ineffable nonsense, that 
I have ever perused ; and it afforded me as hearty a laugb» 
as I have enjoyed from reading Rabelais or Cervantes. 
The manuscript, I should conjecture, of some person of the 
name of Topham, fell into the hands of the school-master^ 
exciseman, or clerk of the parish. It is Pipes's second edi-* 
tion of his master's love letter. 

Aftei 



VI ADVERTISEMENT. 

After the late recommendation of Bull-baiting from such 
high authority, it is disheartening to offer any thing on the 
subject of justice and kindness to beasts. It is almost equally 
discouraging, to reflect on the total want of discrimination, 
from mere passion and prejudice, in the professed advocates 
of humanity. In real probability, this last is the greater 
bar to reform. How are we to reconcile a classification of 
BulUbaiting, Boxing, and Horse-racing, with the genuine 
logic of humanity or common sense ? The principle of the 
first is totally inadmissible on the score of barbarity and in- 
justice, and a pure defect of necessity. It is against the 
improper practice solely, of the other, that a word can be 
urged. Are we to abolish the use of wine, because road-^ 
men and fools get drunk ? Is there no difference between 
staking the abhorrent and fear-stricken animal to the torture, 
and voluntary combats — none between extreme and lin- 
gering torments, and euthanasiay or easy death ? 

The amateurs of Trotting, in the Metropolis, have 
lately witnessed the extraordinary performances of the 
brown mare Phenomena. In her first great match, she 
trotted seventeen miles, in^omewhat less than fifty-three 
minutes, carrying five stone. I in vain laboured for a 
number of years, to convince our trotting jockeys of the 
proportional effect of weight in that pace ; my book, how- 
ever (Vol. I. p. 242) has succeeded, where I personally 
failed. Little doubt can now remain, that one or two of 

• • • • 

the horses named in the chapter on. trotting, were able to 
have performed twenty miles in one hour ^ and that with 
much less injuiy to themselves, than usually accrued from 
their performances with high weights. 

It is requested of the classical read^sr to pardon the 
adoption of the spurious word equesUnariy which has, some 
how or other, crept into use, in writings of this species ; he 
will do the author an additional favour by furnishing him 
with a more le^timate term* 
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T N all matters of indifference, I efteem it a 
due and laudable aft of complacence in the 
individual, to follow eftablifhed cuftom — I 
therefore write a Preface : and, as I have gene- 
rally obferved, that long-winded prefaces are 
flighted, I am refolved mine ftiall not be of that 
defcription. 

But I have a motive pf greater weight. It 
behoves me, not only out of that high refpefl 
which I owe the Public — but alfo, in juftice to 
myfelf, to apologize for the weak and defeclive, 
and, too probably, prolix and tedious execution 
of the enfuing work ; which, in truth, is the 
offspring of a mind not the moft brilliant by 
nature, enfeebled, and rendered confufed and 
irritable from chronic bodily weaknefs, and of 
a memory, at intervals, fcarce fufficiently re- 
tentive for the ordinary purpofes of life. If it 
be demanded, why write, then ? — My anfwer is, 
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I have been impelled by two of the moft pow- 
erful incentives in nature. 

Thus much being premifed, the Reader will 
not expeft to find, in my book, that orna- 
mented and polifhed ftyle, fo much the delight 
and rage of the prefent period, a copious and 
entertaining range of imagination, or the cu- 
riofafelicitas of expreflion ; fuch are the pleaf- 
ing attributes of happier writers : he will no 
doubt reft content, provided he meets with the 
true and the ufeful only ; in which, I prefume 
to flatter myfelf, he will not be totally difap- 
pointed. However it may turn out, he may 
be afTured, that what I have fet before him, 
is the beft, in all refpefts, in my power to 
provide^ under the alledged circumftances. 

There will be found, in die courfe of the 
work, certain allufions, and indeed open pro- 
feflions, which may, perhaps, be held by many 
of too free a nature, or extraneous to the fub- 
jeft ; but let it be good-naturedly remembered, 
that minds of a certain caft are not at all times 
in their own government ; that it is a little hard 
that truth fhould require an apology ; that an 
leffential to the propagation of it, is to leave 

writers 
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writers as free as poffible of reftraint ; that hu- 
man liberty requires a reciprocity of opinion in 
all things; that Nature feldom exhibits per* 
fcft models ; and that where the fund of dif- 
cretion is over large, the quantum of honefty is 
not always proportionate. 

I cannot help thinking it a queftion, much 
more confequential to the good morals and well- 
being of mankind, whether a writer has at- 
tempted to controvert or obfcure a general 
truth, than whether he has made free with this 
fyftem, or that opinion, however, or by what- 
foever authority, it may have been fanftioned 
and eilablifhed. 

After all, my mind is ftill fenfible of an 
anxiety, left my offering fhould be unworthy 
the public acceptance : here I will comfort 
myfelf with the good old faw, which warrants, 
that fomething is to be learned, even from the 
moft indifferent book ; and farther, that it is 
fcarce poffible for a man tolerably acquainted 
with his fubjeft, to write feven or eight hundred 
pages, without furnifhing hints adequate to the 
value of fourteen (hillings, to a Reader inte- 
refted therein. 

Sentences, 
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Sentences, faulty in their conftruftion, and 
various repetitions, may eafily have efcaped my 
notice, as did a few errors of the prefs, on my 
examination of the proof fheets ; of thefe laft, 
the moft material, I hope, will be found in the 
lift below. 



ERRATA. 



Page 21, line i6,-rcad progreflion. 

„ ig, II, read obfervation. 

— , 23, read flatue, inflead of llatute. 

_ 30, ■ 12, read principal. 
„ — y ■■ 20, read operandi. 

, 127, -— — 5, omit no — inilead, add, andt 

, 129, ■ 4, read fentimenti. 

. 144, 3, read confequence, tnftead of confideratioit. 

. 197, — . 4, from bottom, Te:\d purfive. 

. 211, ■ 7, from top, read carcafei. 

. 246, 8, from bottom, read flirrup. 

277, 5, ditto ' read li^xations. 



301, 7, ditto for treated, read expatiated, 

308, 14, ditto . for? read !. 

214, 8, ditto add at after be. 

342, 5, ditto read flexor. 

3^2, — II, ditto — — add an^/ after truth. 
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INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 

SHOULD an apolo^ be held neceflary, for 
a new Treatife on Horfes, fince we already 
poffefs fo many in our language, and feveral of 
them of univerfally acknowledged excellence, 
I beg leave to fubmit the following apologetical 
refleftions to the judgment of the enlightened 
and impartial Rfeaden 

It is a common observation, of which I feel 
it neceflary to aJHume* my fliare, that the Horfe, 
of all animals the mtoft valuable, becaufe the 
moft conducive to the ufe and enjoyment of 
man, has been, from the earliefl: times, confi- 
dered as an objeft deferving the moft fedulous 
and benevolent attention in all civilized coun- 
tries. That fuch obfervation will apply with 
peculiar force to our own country, is evinced 
by a race of Horfes adapted to every poflible 

VOL. I. B purpofe. 



2 INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 

purpofe, far fuperior to the races of all other 
nations^ and it is obvious, that our national 
improvement in equeftrian fcience, according 
to the invariable laws of nature, has been gra- 
dual and progreflive, and that it can only arrive 
at its ultimate point of attainable perfeftion, 
through the unwearied labour and recorded ex- 
perience of fucceflive praftical writers. 

Upon a fubjeft, then, of fuch extent as that 
of the Horfe, taken in all his various points of 
view — fuch as the genus, and its different fpe- 
cies; his natural rights, in other words, his 
claims as an animal endowed with fellow feel- 
ing, on the moral juftice and humanit)^of man; 
the moft advantageous feleftion and applica- 
tion of the various fpecies, with their improve- 
ment ; the proper management of all whilft in* 
health, and employed in pleafure or bufinefs ; 
their juft proportional relation with the medi- 
cal and healing art in a (late of difeafe ; their 
confequence as an article of commerce — it is 
fcarce poflible but that fomething both new 
and ufeful may be offered. Allowing a jufl 
and ample portion of defert to former Writers, 
whether ancient or modern, they muft neceffa- 
rily be fuppofed to have partaken of the com- 
mon imperfeftions of men, and cannot have 
intirely exhaufled the fubjeft. Even the 
changes unavoidably effefted by the mere lapfe 
of time, and the various and conflant improve- 
ments 
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merits and additions to the flock of veterinary 
knqwledge, muft of themfelves be confidered 
as matter of novelty and intereft. Such are 
the inducements, blended with the legitimate 
cxpeftation of that reward conferred by the 
encouragement of his countrymen, which may 
be fuppofed to call forth a new author in their 
fervice ; as to his ability and fitnefs for the ta(k 
he has undertaken, it becomes him to be filent, 
and patiently to fubmit his caufe to the impar- 
tial judgment of the public. 

But it is neceflary, in compliance with eftab- 
lifhed ufage, to fay a few words on the precife 
nature and propofed conduft of the enluing 
Work. It is my ambition to write a general 
hiftory of the Horfe, both in ficknefs and in 
health ; to afford information in all points con- 
cerning him, as far as my own obfcrvation and 
praftice (which have extended to mod defcrip- 
tioris of this animal) and a diligent review of 
the works of other authors, (hall bear me out. 
An occafional adduftion of the fentiments of 
other men, will at once enable me to do juftice 
to their merits, confer an additional value on 
my own book, and contribute to the fatisfac- 
tion of fuch of my readers as may require other 
authority, but do not poffefs fufficient leifure or 
inclination for the trouble of farther recourfe. 

On the medical and chirurgical part of the 
fubjeft (riot havirig the honor to belong to 
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4 iNTR01>tJCT0RY CHAPTER. 

thofe profeffions) lean pretend to no claim of 
originality ; but the acquaintance which a na- 
tural propenfion has incited me to cultivate 
with our beft veterinary waiters, and fome fmall 
experience which I have had in the application 
of the medical art to the fubjeft in queftion, 
will, I humbly hope, fecure me from the danger 
of falling into errors of very confiderable mag- 
nitude, either in the remedies, or the authorities 
which I fhall recommend. My method in this 
department will be, to give a catalogue of all 
the known difeafes of Horfes, and under each 
diftinft head to defcribe the nature 4ind fymp- 
toms of the difeafe, recommending (in general) 
either Ibch method of cure as I have myfelf 
experienced to be fuccefsful, or the authority 
which I judge moft intitled to refpeft. In 
difficult or doubtful cafes, I fhall allow the 
reader a proper choice of authorities. 

There is, however^ one branch of my fubje£l 
(and that a very material one) which I muft 
beg permiflion to pafs, with little or no notice, 
I mean the ftud, or breeding fyftem ; not only, 
becaufe to handle that matter to any fatisfaftory 
purpofe, would fwell the prefent treatife to an 
inconvenient bulk, but becaufe my experience 
therein has hitherto been very limited. At 
fome future and diftant period, I flatter myfelf 
with hopes of being able to produce fomething 
on that head alfo, conducive to public utility ; 

but 
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but which will materially depend upon the fuc- 
cefs of my prefent endeavours. In fuch work 
(granting it fhould be carried into efFeft) I 
fliall not confine myfelf to breeding of Horfes 
folely, but extend my attention to live ftock 
in general, including pigs and domeftic poultry, 
in the breeding and rearing of which, I have 
had as much and as extenfive pra6lice as mod 
men, and have been as careful to regifter it. 

To thofe who may objeft, that in the courfe 
of this work, I defcend too much into minute 
details, and apparently trifling circumftances, I 
muft beg leave to obferve, that although them- 
felves may be connoifleurs, there are num- 
bers among us fo totally uninformed refpefting 
Horfes, that even the inferior fpecies of intelli- 
gence may be to fuch both uf^ful and accep- 
table. Befides, a relation of the particular 
iifages of our prefent equeflrian fyflem, may 
adminifler to the curiofity (at leaft) of poflerity. 
I have not indeed the vain conceit of fuppofing 
myfelf capable of inflrufting our great judges 
of Horfes, our men of the turf in particular — 
of thefe, I fpeak, as my matters in the fcience ; 
and my only expeftation is^ that they will find 
their own opinions and praftice faithfully re- 
flefted in my books. 

But the moft important part of my taflc, and 
that which lies neareft my heart, is to endea- 
vour to lefTpn the fum of animal mifery in the 

B 3 world 
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world — to implore a more generous and hu- 
mane treatment of thofe poor ufeful animals, 
which nature has placed under our dominion, 
and entrufted to our care — to remind mankind 
of the unprofitablenefs and meannefs, as well 
as the heinoufnefs of cruelty — rin particular, to 
convince them, if poffible, that to be compaf- 
fionate and liberal to that moft excellent and 
ufeful creature, the Horfe, is both their intereft 
a:nd their duty. 

In fine, I fhall endeavour to trefpafs as little 
as poffible upon the patience of my Readers ; 
but I muft beforehand make bold to folicit their 
indulgence, if I fhould be now and then tempt- 
ed to digrefs awhile ; engaging, at the fame 
time, that it fhall not be upon fubjefts either 
inutile or frivolous. 

I proceed to give fome account of former 
veterinary writers, chiefly of our own country ; 
with the double view of direfting the inquifitive 
Reader's attention to the proper fources of in- 
formation, and of refcuing the chara£lers of 
our original writers of merit, from the hands 
of pilfering compilers; who are too often fuc- 
cefsful in running away with the applaufe due 
only to their mafters ; and in rearing a tempo- 
rary reputation upon very flender pretenfions. 

The firft of our original writers upon Horfes, 
of any note, was Thomas Blundevill, of New- 
ton Flotman, in Norfolk ; by his own defcrip- 

tion. 
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tion, a poor gentleman ; he lived in the reigti 
of Elizabeth. His works, which were publilh- 
ed in three treatifes, were all feparately dedi- 
cated to the famous Earl of Leiceften They 
comprize the whole of the fubjeft, that is to 
fay, breeding, management, diet, and phyfic. 
In his time, and the preceding, his countrymen 
(however advantageoufly the cafe has been 
fince reverfed) were in the conftant habits of 
obligation to foreign countries, as well for the 
amelioration of their breed of horfes, as for 
inftruftions on every point relative to their 
management. The military manege was the 
prevailing tafte of the time, and the inftruftion 
of it in England, almoft entirely in the hands 
of foreigners, either Italian or French ; a con- 
fiderable number of whom were conftantly 
entertained by the court, and encouraged by 
the nobility and gentry, either as riding-maftcfs, 
or ferrers. 

Blundevill appears to have had a competent 
ftiare of learning, and to have been himfelf 
the tranflator of thofe foreigm worjcs, whence, 
as from the fountain head of knowledge, he 
drew the chief of hi? rules. He gave the firft 
£nglifh names tp feveral implements of Horfe- 
manfliip, then introduced; as well as to a 
variety of difeafes, until his time not delcribed 
in the Englifh language; and many fucceeding 
writers availed themfelves not only of his 

B 4 translation 
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tranflation of the foreign veterinary writers, 
but of his own proper knowledge and expe- 
rience of the fubjeft. With refpeft to the 
merits of Blundevill, as a veterinary writer, l;ie 
undoubtedly poffefTed a thorough praftical 
knowledge of the animal on which he treated, 
as far as the lights of the time, in which he 
lived, extended. Englifhmen had not yet 
learned to reafon for themfelves, and the bar- 
barous praftice of the Continental Manege, 
by which the moft generous and docile of all 
animals was driven to obedience by torturing^ 
bits, and cruel ufage, inftead of being gently 
reduced by foothing means, and by the help of 
implements uninjurious to his tender flefli, 
was in full force among them. Thus we are 
prefented in Blundevill's book with plates of 
near fifty different bits; with an account of 
f|IOons, gags, ring (hoes, trammels for pacing, 
and a variety of inftruments of torture, alto- 
gether as ufelefs to any good purpofe, as they 
were fenfelefs and cruel. But, however, gene- 
rally a flave to authority in thefe matters, we 
fometimes find the Englifhman getting the 
better of this author, and prompting him 
to queftion the real utility of fuch rigorous 
meafures to force obedience; a remarkable 
inftance of which we have in his declaration, 
that notwithftanding the variety of patterns 
for bits which he had exhibited, he really 

thought 



INTRODUCTORY CHAPTlER. 9 

thought three of them only (and they are of 
the mildeft) fully fufficient for all purpofes of 
horfemanfliip; which is reducing the matter 
pretty near to the ftandard of our prefent 
praflice. One however cannot help being 
difgufted at his repeated advice, to beat the 
horfe about -the head with a cudgel. There 
are no doubt many ufeful obfervations in his 
book; but from fucceeding improvements in the 
veterinary art, Blundevills work has long 
fince ceafed to poffefs any other recommenda- 
tion, than that of curiolity. 

About the fame period, and fomewhat later, 
arofe divers other writers on horfes ; as Mor- 
gan, Mafcal, Martin, Clifford, and others, of 
whofe books I at prefent know nothing beyond 
the names of the authors; and it is highly 
probable their works contain little elfe than a 
trahfcription of the veterinary praftice of the 
ancients, and a repetition of the fame fyftem of 
management which we find in Blundevill ; had 
they made any improvements in the art, they 
would, in all probability, have been handed 
down to us, and their works in confequence 
preferved from the fatal gulph of oblivion. 

But there is another writer of nearly the 
fame period, if npt of greater merit, at leaft of 
more good fortune, than thofe I have juft 
now mentioned. It is the redoubtable Gervafe 
Markham^ for more than a century, the oracle 

of 
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of fapient grooms, the fiddle of old wives, and 
the glory of bookfellers. After having pain- 
fully laboured through his works, it remains 
with me a doubt, whether this famous writer ever 
pofTefTed any real knowledge of the horfe, or of 
the art veterinary, from his own praftice and 
experience. He was, in my opinion, nothing 
better than a mere vulgar and illiterate com- 
piler ; and his works (fome few things excepted) 
are fluffed with all the execrable trafh that had 
ever been invented by any writer, or praftifed 
by any farrier, ancient or modern, on the fub- 
je6l of horfes. It is neceffary, however, that 
we do juflice to the charafter of Gervafe 
Markham ; he certainly pofTefTed a Tpecies of 
merit which has not deTcended to all his Tuc- 
cefTors, the copiefls and plagiarifls : he very 
honeflly gives the names of thofe authors from 
whom he derives his knowledge. 

Markham s works were printed and reprint- 
ed, to the twentieth, and for aught I know, to 
the fortieth edition. At leafl^ the celebrated 
name of Gervafe Markham was made ufe of 
by the bookfellers to a vafl number of compir 
lations, not only upon the fubjeft of Horfes, 
but of hufbandry, gardening, and houfe- 
wifery. 

The mifchiefs which have been occafioned 
by the extenfive circulation of this man'^ 
books, are incalculable. They brought almqfi 

as 
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as many evils and cruel infliftions upon poor 
helplefs animals, as the opening of Pandora's 
Box did upon the human race : and notwith- 
ftanding the author lived till after the reftora- 
tion, and publilhed an edition of his works, in 
which he boafts of fifty years praftice ; we 
find no improvement refulting from his long 
experience, but that the work which received 
hislaft hand, is but a mere repetition of the bar- 
barous and unmeaning abfurdities of ancient 
pra6lice. 

From the works of Gervafe Markham, and 
his famous receipts, all the old grooms and 
farriers, who (unfortunately for the animals 
committed to their care, and the proprietors 
of them, were able to write and read) obtained 
all their veterinary knowledge, their fkill in 
operations, and their wonderful tricks; nor 
is the fame of this great writer altogether 
unknown to fome of our elder fages of the 
liable, even at this day : and I muft beg leave 
to advife every owner of Horfes, who regards 
their welfare and his own intereft, as foon 
as he fhall be apprifed that his groom or 
farrier is in pofTeffion of Markham's works^ 
or indeed any of that ftamp, to purchafe fuch 
dangerous commodities out of their hands; 
and to put them to more harmlefs and necefr 
fary purpofes, than thofe to which ignorant 
people would moft probably apply them. 

As 
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, As thefe books are now happily become 
fomewhat fcarce, and few of my readers may 
perhaps have enjoyed an opportunity of peruf- 
ing them, it may not be amifs to fkim a little 
of their cream, for the entertainment of the 
curious. 

Woirms^ from MarkhauCs Maijler-Peece^ i6th 

Edition, 1703. 

•' The violence of the red worms are won- 
derful, for I have feen Horfes whofe ftomach 
has been eaten quite through with them ; fo 
that the meat whjch they eat could not abide 
in their ftomach, but fell upon the fwallowing 
into the body, making the body fwell like a 
tun, and fo died with huge torment." This 
will be acknowledged on all hands, to be a 
moft wonderful and curious cafe. Now for a 
prefcription intirely fit to be couple4 with fuch 
a cafe ; and it may be here obferved, that Mark- 
ham was very liberal, and generally allowed 
his readers their choice of three method^ of 
cure for all difeafes, namely ; the good, better, 
and beft. The following are two of his good 
cures for worms — " Other ancient farriers ufe 
only to give the horfe for this difeafe the warm 
guts of a new-flain hen or chicken, being thruft 
down the horfe's throat ; and fure it is paffing 
good, efpecially if a little fait be niixed with 

them. 
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them, and this muft be done three mornings 
failing, keeping the horfe from drinking three 
or four hours after— others ufe to bind about 
the fnaffle or bit, man's dung new made, and fo 
ride him therewith/* 

Of tired Horfes, page 74. 

After difcourfing rationally enough upon 
tired horfes, old Gervafe thus proceedeth. 
" Then for the cure of any of all thefe pro- 
ceeding from dulnefs, fearfulnefs, and unwil- 
lingnefs, you (hall take ordinary window glafs, 
and beat it into fine powder ; then take up the 
(kin of each fide the fpur-vein, between your 
finger and your thumb, and with a fine awl 
or bodkin; make divers fmall holes through his 
(kin, then rub glafs powder very hard into 
thefe holes; which done^ do but mount his 
back, and do but offer to touch his fide with 
your heels, and be fure if he have life in him, 
he will go forward. Now, if it be fo that your 
horfe tire in fuch a place, as the neceffity of 
your occafions are to be preferred before the 
value of your horfe, and that you mufl: feek 
unnatural means to controul nature; in this 
cafe you (hall take (where the powder of glafs, 
&c. cannot be had) three or four round pebble 
ftones, and put them into one of his ears, and 
then tie the ear that the ftones (hall not fall 

out. 
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out, and the noife of thofe ftones will make the 
horfe go after he is utterly tired ; but if that 
fail, you {hall with a knife make a hole in the 
flap of the horfe's ear, and thruft a long rough 
ftick, full of nicks, through the fame, and ever 
as the horfe flacks his pace, fo faw and fret the 
ftick up and down in the hole ; and be fure 
whilft he hath any life he will not leave going. 
Many other torments there are,'' &c. &c. 

Of the falling of the Crejl, p. 175, 

** The falling of the horfe's creft, is, when the 
upper part of a horfe's neck, which is called 
the creft, leaneth either to the one or the other 
fide, and will not ftand upright, as it ought to 
do. It proceedeth, moft commonly, from 
poverty, and very hard keeping," &c. Here 
follows one cure by firing ; then he proceeds 
— " Other farriers ufe for this infirmity, firft 
to caft the horfe upon fome foft dunghill, or 
other eafy place, and with a knife to cut away 
the flefli on the hanging or under fide of the 
creft, even from the fore end thereof to the 
hinder end, fix inches broad and two inches 
thick, or fomewhat more in the middle thereof 
where it is thickeft; then groping the creft 
with your hands, to pare the thickeft part 
thereof till it come all to one thinnefs ; then 
holding the horfe ftill faft bound, to cover all 

the 
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the place with great handfuls of fwines-dung, 

prepared for the purpofe, and hold it to the 

fore place an hour together, until the blood be 

(launched ; then let the horfe arife, and lead 

him into the ftable, tying him in fuch fort, that 

he may neither rub his neck nor lie down; 

then the next morning take good ftore of burnt 

allum, beaten to powder, and ftrew it all over 

the fore place, and fo let him ftand for two 

days after, without any ftirring, left the wound 

Ihould bleed again, &c. &c. — which done, you 

fhall to thofe plats with thongs of leather, 

fatten a cudgel of a foot and half long : then 
to the midft of that cudgel you ftiall hang a 

piece of lead, with a hole in it, of fuch weight 
as will poife the creft up qven, and hold it in 
its right place. Then fliall you draw his creft 
on that fide the weight hangs, with a hot draw- 
ing iron, even from the top of the creft down 
to the point of the ftioulder, making divers 
ftrokes one inch and an half from another ; then 
fhall you lay upon the burnt places a plaifter 
of pitch, tar, and rofin, melted together ; and 
fo let the weight hang till all the fore places 
be healed, and there is no queftion but the creft 
will ftand both upright and ftrongly." 

I am forry to fay, that I have given but a 
moderate fpecimen of the cruelties formerly 
inflifted upon this brave and unoffending 
animal ; but inftead of irritating our fenfibility 

by 
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by excbmatioiis againft fudi meafurcs of bra^ 
tality and foUy, let us coagramlatc ourfeives 
upon the happtnds and advantage of living 
in an age and country, mdien even the vulgar 
mind revolts at and defpifes them. 

The following curious directicm, which is 
to be found in the old editions of Markham, 
I addreis to many of my brethren of the bridle, 
who have repeatedly aflured me, with an ex- 
preffi ve da(h of cone£kive wiidom in their looks, 
^ that it fignifies nothing talking, we (hall 
never get better than the old books, and the 
oldcuficHns.'' 

Running Horfes. 

** For the onkring of your running Horfe, 
let him have no more meat than to fufiice 
nature, drink once in twenty-four hours ; and 
dreffing every day once at noon only.'' 

To make a white Jlar in any part of a Horfe^ 

page 307. 

^ Other farriers ufe, after they have fhaved 
it, to rub the place well with fait ; and then, 
twice every day for a fortnight, to wafli it with 
the broth wherein a moldy-warp and feme 
fwines greafe hath been fodden/' I have no 
right in the world to difpute the efficacy of this 

receipt, 
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i^eceipt, becaufe, After all poflible enquiry among 
the old wives of my acquaintance, I have been 
"unable to trace the fignification of a moLdy^ 
warp, or whether it be fifh or flefh. Perhaps 
feme gentle reader may be able to help me out 
at a dead lift. 

I prefume, by this time, the reader has had 
enough of Gervafe Markham ! 

Early in the reign of James I. came forth An 
Hipponomie, or The Vineyard of Horfeman-^ 
fhip, by Michael Baret, graced with a number 
of dedications, one of which was to " Charles I. 
when prince/' The fate of this writer is fome- 
what lingularj and truly unmerited; for not 
only has his work funk into utter oblivion with 
the public (no uncommon cafe) but I know 
hot of any author who has vouchfafed even to 
mention it ; neverthelefs, I will venture to pro- 
nounce, that upon an impartial examination, it 
will be found by far the ableft work of the 
kind, whether we confider the learning of its 
author, his practical knowledge of the Horfe, 
or the utility of his rules, which our langua]ge 
Could boaft of, until the prefent century. 

Michael Baret, of Holland, in Lincolnflhire, 
like his predeceflbr Blundevill, a poor gentle- 
man, poffefled no common ftiare of that fpecies 
of erudition, fo highly in vogue, and efteemed 
fo eflehtially neceffary to a polite education, in 
the reign of pedantry and James. His argu- 

VOL. I. ' c ments 
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ments, upon whatever fubjeft, whether the moft 
abftrufe and recondite, or the moft common ; 
whether he attempts to difcriminate and fix 
upon thq precife point which divides fpeed 
from ftoutnefs in horfes, or to regulate the 
ceconomy of bits, halters, and faddles ; are all 
drawn from Euclid, Ariftotle, and the' Schools, 
and prefent themfelves in the regular logical 
array of ma. mi. and con. to confront, or rather 
to confound the prefumptuous fceptic. 

He had read Dee's prefaces before, 
The Devil and Euclid, o'er and o'er. 

His book contains many more learned quo- 
tations than pages, and the fluency of his ftyle, 
and his powers of amplification, are upon a 
level with his learning. He was moreover well 
read in many branches of ufeful fcience, and 
jvhoever will be hardy and patient enough to 
wade through the tedious labyrinths of his 
vineyard, and candid enough to make allow- 
ance for the quaintnefs of his ftyle, and the 
frequent unnatural ftrangenefs of his concep- 
tions, the mere confequence of the then pre- 
vailing education ; fhall find great ftore of im- 
portant and ufeful obfervations, by no means 
inapplicable even to the prefent enlightened 
period. 

But the name of Baret ought ever to be 
mentioned with honour and refpeQ, were it 

only 
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only on the confideration that he was the firft 
of our countrymen who direfted his efforts to 
cxpofe, and write down, the barbarous and diC- 
gufting foreign praftice of breaking horfes, 
which then generally prevailed; and on fuch 
account furely his book muft have been ac- 
ceptable to that truly excellent, humane, and 
good-natured prince, to whom it was addrefled. 
He reprobates, in a becoming and forcible 
manner, the ufe of lacerating and torturing 
bits, trammels for pacing, fhoes of advantage, 
weights on the loins, and all fuch abfurd and 
illegitimate methods of training the horfe; 
recommending from right reafon, and his own 
jexperience, the adoption of mild bits, and 
none other than gentle and perfuafive methods, 
attempered with firmnefs, and occafionally* 
neceflary feverity. This rational and manly 
praftice he confirms with the philofophic ob- 
fervation, that whatever conqueft is obtained 
by mere violence, is only exterior and tempo- 
rary. The reader will I truft excufe me, if 
(feduced by my natural inclination) I anv 
rather diffufe upon the merits of a writer who 
is the advocate of humanity. 
- Baret treats of breeding, and of horfeman- 
fliip in all its different branches, but not of 
veterinary medicine. He correfts Morgan in 
fome peculiar notions, and condemns his con- 
flant recourfe to phyfic, which, in his own 

c 2 opinion. 



20 INTRODUCTORY CHAi^TtR. 

opinion, fliould be fparingly exhibited in iht 
ftable. The moft valuable part of his work, is 
that which treats upon breaking, riding, and 

. management. It is fomewhat remarkable, that 
the feat on horfeback, recommended by Baret 
in the reign of James I. is precifely the fame 
as that praftifed by our jockies and fporting. 
men of the prefent day ; as are alfo his rules 
for the management of brood mares, and the 
early training of racing cattle. He alfo de- 
fcribes and recommends (under the denomw 
oatioTi of a help) the wriggling motion of the 
bridle in a race, as we fee it praftifed at prei* 
fent, by jockies. The canter after water (fo 
much decried by fome writers) prevailed in 
his time, and had his approbation. It appears^ 
by his book, that in thofe days it was a com- 
mon cuftom to match their hunters to run after 
the hounds. He particularizes the bell-courfey 
or regular race ; the race to and again; the race 
back and again, with the wild-goofe chace; 
which laft I apprehend to be the iamc, as hasr 
been fince called fteeple-hunting. 

If we look farther into the opinions of this 
author, we fhall find him exhibiting ftriking 
proofs of the imbecility and inconfiftency of 
the human mind; for although he generally 
employs his pen (and that with fufficient 
warmth) in defence of fuch, as without riflc^ 
may be ftyledpure and demonftrable truths, 

and 
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and in condemninig the mean flavery of auf ho- 
tity and prejudicie, yet we eafily^difcover, \hat 
he too, bas his referves in favour of particfifeli' 
opinions, which are not all beholding fo rea(<sii 
for their fupport* He was fo enamoured Ivitfe 
the itianege, and the fyflem of regulating th* 
f)rogreflive motions of the Hoi^fe by art (a 
(>rai6iice in which he no doubt excelled) that 
lie fuppofed all the defefls of Hotfes arofe 
«ierely for want of proper training; which, 
in his ideas, would not only prevent reftive^nefe. 
Humbling, going too wide before or behind, 
and the defeft ufually arifing from a cock- 
throppled neck, but even jadiftitiefs and enter- 
fering. Slighting thofe divifions, or mo^ 
of progreflions, which nature herfelf hath pre- 
I<rrft)ed to the Horfe, and which, for that reafbti 
{^with the leave of Michael Baret, and all other 
ridirig-n*^fters) rtuft be the beft, he efteemed 
rit<^ feddle-horfe perfe6l which had not been 
"taught an artificial pace; without even ex- 
cepting running horfes, which he fuppofed by 
filch means, might all be rendered ftout and 
Tiougb, whatfoever nature might have pre*- 
'^woufly decreed in their ftamina or conforma- 
liion. I wonder indeed he did not open an 
academy to teach human cattle to amble. 

This author affures us, with a gravity befit- 
ting the fubjefl, that Horfes, as well as men, 
^arere originally created perfeft ; but that the 

C3 former 
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former have, degenerated in confequence of 
the curfe intailed upon mankind by original 
fin; which faid curfe, with all its lamentable 
refults, neceffarily extended to the brute crea* 
tion. What a faultlefs race of couriers might 
have fcoured along our plains, but for the 
theft of that fatal nonpareil; and what a 
ferious bufinefs it was in the olden time to rob 
an orchard. 

The authors, who next prefent themfelves 
in our veterinary catalogue, are De Grey and 
Snape ; of the former, whofe book I have not 
looked into thefe many years, all I recolleft 
is: that he was an advocate for breeding 
Horfes upon the plan of having the foals drop*- 
ped in the winter feafon, to which fingular 
opinion, I believe, he made few converts; and 
that he, in a certain difeafe, the name of which I 
have forgot, prefcribes prepared toads as an 
infallible remedy. He direfts the old cruel 
method of baking the toads, which I particu- 
larly advert to, that I may have an opportunity 
of commending the humanity of the editor of 
a late edition of Quincy's Difpenfary, who re- 
commends previoufly to fmother the animals 
with fulphur. 

Snape was farrier to King Charles 11. and the 
little he has left, proves him to have been a 
writer of a very different charafter from the laft- 
mentioned. He publiftied the Anatomy of the 
Horfe, availinghimfelf pf the labours of Ruini, 

and 
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and other Italian anatomifts, in aid of his own 
praftical obfervations. This fyftem has (ince 
been the conftant guide of all our veterinary 
writers ; and is, doubtlefs, a very fufficient one 
for any perfon who has been bred to the pro- 
feffion of furgery, and defires to obtain a know- 
ledge of hyppiatric anatomy. Snape intended, 
it feems, to have written a regular treatife on 
the difeafes of Horfes, but from whatever 
caufe of difappointment, he publifhed only 
fome {hort notes, on a few of them^ This is 
to be regretted, if we may judge from his 
obfervations upon the glanders, and the foun- 
dered foot, which are in the higheft degree 
judicious; and prove him to have been far 
fuperior in rational knowledge to his cotempo- 
rary veterinarians. The late Edward Snape, 
farrier to George III. has frequently afTured 
me, that he was lineally defcendcd from the 
famous farrier of that name. 

That loyal and illuftrious cavalier, the noble 
Duke of Newcaftle, the one half (but whether 
the better, or not, let the ponderous volumes of 
each decide) of " that ftately pair," in the fame 
r^eign, favoured the world with a folio upon 
the fubje6l of Horfes. There is but little in 
liis Grace's work at aJl applicable to the pre^ 
fent times, or indeed at all interefting; unlefs 
it be his defcriptions of the Horfes of different 
countries, in which it may be prefumed the 

c 4 Duke 
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Duke (being a great amateur) had more expe- 
rience than could be attainable by any private 
perfon. 

From that period, to the reign of George I. 
we had no equeftrian, or veterinary writer, of 
any note, until Sir William Hope puWiflied 
his Complete Horfeman. This work confifts 
of a tranflation of the French writer Solleyrell, 
to which is fubjoined an original treatife by Sir 
William, wherp fome praftical remarks are to 
be found worthy of remembrance. 

It is not to be contemplated, without aftonifti- 
ment, that, previous to the laft-mentioned 
period, no man of the medical profeflion in 
England, had thought it worth his while to 
beftow a part of his attention upon the nature 
and difpafes of Horfes, notwithftanding the 
immenfe and growing confequence of the 
animal to the higher ranks of fociety in parti- 
cular; and that the breed had, for near two 
centuries, been an objefl of greater concern in 
this, than in any other country. Indeed the 
breeding and management of Horfes had pro- 
ceeded in the regular and natural train of im- 
provement, and had kept equal pace with 
Other arts ; but veterinary medicine had under- 
gone little or no change, fince the days of 
Blundevill and Markham, either in theory or 
pra6lice. The wretched, ill-fated animal, after 
l^eing maimed and crippled in the fervice of 

hia 
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his unrelenting matter, was configned to addi- 
tional and ufeiefs torture under the hands of an 
ignorant and brutal farrier, who mangled his 
(devoted limbs with fenfelefs and inapplicable 
operations, or drenched his body with naufeous 
and unmeaning flops; of the merits of which, 
the judgment of the doftor and his patient 
were nearly upon a leveL The broth of fod- 
den whelps, dogs t--d and wine, chickens 
guts, human ordure frelh from the alembic, 
had not yet ceafed to be numbered among the 
choiceft veterinary Tpecifics ! 

At length arofe William Gibfon, deftined to 
the honor of being the firft of his country- 
men (and I believe of any cpuntry in Europe, 
during the prefent century) who applied the 
fcience of medicine to the brute creation, and 
who promulged a regular fyftem of veterinary 
praftice, founded on the permanent bafis of 
true medical principle?. 

Gibfon was bred a furgeon, and lived in 
Duke-flxeet, Grofvenor-fquare, as lately as the 
year 1750, where he had praftifed veterinary 
medicine for many years. He had ferved (if I 
am rightly informed) as furgeon to Colonel 
Churchill's regiment of horfe, in Queen Anne's 
wars, when, it is to be prefumed, he firft ob- 
tained a knowledge of the difeafes of horfes; 
and as his veterinary praftice continued after- 
wards for upwards of forty years, and was^ at , 

forae 
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periods very extenfive, his experience muft 
have been greater, and more to be depended 
upon, than that of any other man either before 
or fince his time. His works firft came abroad 
between the years 1720 and 1730, and con- 
fifted of his Farrier's Guide, in one volume; his 
treatife on dieting Horfes, and his Farrier's Dif- 
penfary. This laft, I have never yet had an 
opportunity of feeing. An edition of his chief 
work, The Farrier's Guide, he pubhihed in the 
year 1750, revifed by him for the laft time, 
and enlarged to two volumes. His books are 
written in a plain, unaffefted, perfpicuous ftyle, 
and evince him to have been a man of deep 
refleftion, of candour, and of a moft refpeftable 
{hare of medical knowledge. His mind being 
fo thoroughly replenifhed with his fubjeft, and 
affefling utility in preference to the graces of 
compofition, he is frequently too diffufe, fome- 
times tedioufly prolix ; but fuch of his readers 
as aim at folid information, rather than trifling 
amufement, will on that head find little to 
regret. He very freely acknowledged the 
little he owed to preceding writers, which 
chiefly confifted in the names and catalogue of 
difeafes. No author abounds fo much in 
cautions againft the ignorant and temerarious 
praftice of farriers and grooms, more particu- 
larly in the article of violent purges ; and his 
works are totally free from the barbarous ab- 

furdities 
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furdities of his veterinary predeceffors, ex- 
cepting one folitary inftance, where his philo- 
fophy and good fenfe fufFering a momentary 
fufpenfion, he incautioufly recommends the 
ftupid and cruel praftice of attempting to 
dilate narrow heels, an inch or two, by the infer- 
tion of a fplint of iron in the frufh, which 
was to be previoufly cut open with a fleam, ii^ 
order to the reception of the iron ; as though 
it were equally prafticable to force nature from 
her deftined courfe, as, experience teaches us, 
it is, to aflift her in it by gentle and legitimate 
means. But it is indeed wonderful that they 
flopped where they did, arid that Markham, or 
fome other conjuror of the enlightened days of 
yore, did not recommend an attempt to in-^ 
creafe the longitudinal dimenfions of a horfe's 
neck, by virtue of an operation of the mecha-r 
nic powers. Of this abfurdity, however, as 
well as of feveral others of minor confequence, 
the judicioujs Gibfon has purged his writings 
in the laft edition. Indeed he enjoyed, in the 
interim, the advantage of confuking the in- 
valuable work of Dr. Bracken, of whofe re- 
marks (made, it is true, with here and there a 
fpice of the ufual petulance of that eccentric 
■writer) he has numerically taken the advaur 
. ^ge, but without acknowledging the obligar 
tion, which he furely might have done without 
Jhame, confidering the great learning and 

medicql 



28 INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 

medical ability, as well as equeftrian know* 
ledge, of his competitor. 

The chief merit of Gibfon, is, as a writer on 
veterinary medicine and furgery; in thofe 
lights, his works are above all price, for they 
are the produftions of a judicious and wellt 
qualified profeflional man, who defcribed his 
own extenfive praftice. As an equeftrian or 
fportfman, he had no pretenfions ; but had 
neverthelefs forn^ed, and apparently from his 
own obfervations, the juftcfl: ideas of the nature 
and true conforrjiation of Hprfes, as well as of 
their defefts. In fine, this author muft ever 
be efteemed as the fathe^r of veterinary fcience, 
to whom all fucceedipg authors^ as well as all^ 
true lovers of the Horfc, are under infinite 
obligation; and when fome wealthy and ge-r 
nerous fportfman fhall hereafter have ereftec^ 
a ftately and comfortable raanfioriy for the ac* 
commodation of the nobleft and beft of all 
brute animals, let him alfo rear a monument of 
his own good fenfe, tafle and gratitude, by 
adorning the edifice with a ftatute of William, 
Gibfon^ 

Between the firft publication of Gibfon s, 
and the appearance of Bracken's books, came 
out a Treatife on Farriery, dedicated to Sir 
Robert Walpole, by M. Allen ; who appears 
to have been one of the better kind of farriers, 
and to have feen much pi^aftice y but whofe 

book 
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book I mention, merely becaufe the penlfal of 
it confirmed me in an old opinion, namely, of 
the incompetency of illiterate men^ whatever 
may have been the extent of their praftiee, to 
judge in cafes of philofophy or phyfics* 
Science refides in the records of the praftice 
and experience of many men, during many 
ages; and can only be obtained by reading 
and ftudy. 

The juftly celebrated Dr. Bracken, whofe 
name is familiar to the ear of every fportfman^ 
ftands next in order of time. As a writer, he! 
is perhaps as lingular a charafter as ever ap- 
pealed to the judgment of the public. Highly 
refpeftable for his erudition, of a judgment 
moft profound on all fubjefts which he under-^ 
takes to difcufs, poffeffing a mod penetrating 
power of mind to deteft fophiftry and difcover 
truth (the charafteriftic of fterling ability) 
he yet failed in decorum of charafter as an 
author, and in the art of delivering himfelf 
with propriety in compofition ; although ever 
perfpicuous, his ftyle is generally mean,, and 
his arrangement and manner loofe, defultory^ 
and incoherent; occafionally, his vulgarity,' 
and even infipidity, exceed all bounds. Who 
would fuppofe, after this, that he could poflibly 
have had a relifh for the beauties of com-' 
pofition? and yet that indubitably appears ta 
have been the cafe, from the obvious warmth 

of 
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ofhismin^, when he quotes that fublime and 
inimitable defcriptiori of the Horfe from the 
book of Job, and from the partiality which he fo 
frequently expreffes for fome of the moft 
poliftied writers. 

Bracken was a pupil of that great medical 
luminary, ProfefFor Boerhaave, and afterwards 
went through regular courfes of anatomy and 
, midwifery at Paris. On return to his own 
country, he afted in the double capacity of 
phyfician and praftitioner in midwifery. His 
principle works were — Notes on Captain Bur- 
dons Pocket Farrier, publifhed in 1735.— The 
Midwifes Companion, 1737. — A Treatife on 
Farriery, 2 vol. 1731. — Lithiafis Anglicana, 
a pamphlet ; and a tranflation from the French 
of Maitre-jan, on the eye. 

This author lived at a period of time when 
the true principles of phy fic had already been 
difcovered, and the modus operande of medi- 
cines was well known ; and he feems to have 
obtained a very ample fhare of fuch knowledge, 
both from theory and experience. It is agreed, 
I underftand, that, fince that time, no new dif- 
coveries have been made in fundamentals at 
leaft ; unlefs we are to fcjckon as fuch the 
chymical principles of M. Lavoifier ; the me- 
dicinal ufe of fa6litious airs, being by no 
means as yet fully eftabliftied. He was very 
fevere upon pretenders of all kinds ; and his 

judgment 
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judgment refpefting the efficacy of certain 
pretended fpecifics, in particular Mrs. Stephens' 
folvent for the ftone, and the Ormflcirk remedy 
for canine madnefs, has been fully confirmed 
by fubfequent experience. 

The Do6lor was himfelf a fportfman, well 
known upon the turf, and in the habit of train- 
ing feveral horfes annually; His two volumes 
of farriery comprehend the whole of the fubjeft 
of the Horfe, excepting the military manege, 
which he profefles not to underftand ; indeed 
upon the art of fhoeing he fays little, but that 
litde ferves to convince us that he entertained 
the jufteft ideas upon the matter, and fuch as 
are, at this inftant, prevalent with our prafti- 
tioners of beft repute. His books are gener- 
ally, in all matters of importance, as applicable 
to the occafions of the prefent time, as if writ- 
ten but yefterday ; and the errors in them fo 
few and infignificant, that they are unworthy 
the trouble of enumeration. Confidering his 
great judgment in Horfes, as well as medical 
knowledge, I fhall ndt fcruple to place Dr. 
Bracken at the head of all veterinary writers, 
ancient or modern ; an opinion in which I am 
fupported by the juSgment of the public, his 
Treatife on Farriery having paffed through 
a greater number of real editions, than that of 
any writer on Horfes fince; notwithftanding 

the 
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the vulgarity of his ftyle, and the total want^ 
of attraftion in his manner. A number of 
editions of the works of a ne\<r writer, haftily 
puffed off, form no fatisfaftory proof of hi^ 
merit ; but the ultimate judgment of the pub^ 
lie is ever infallible. 

To Gibfon and Bracken, fucceeded Bartlet 
and Ofmer, both regular bred furgeons. Bart- 
let may be looked upon as the commentator 
of Gibfon and Bracken, whofe redundancies 
he judicioufly pruned, and whofe fyflems he 
reduced to a compafs more convenient to the 
generality of readers. He alfo contributed 
confiderably to public information, from his 
own genuine flock of veterinary knowledge ; 
but in no refpe6t was his book of greater fer- 
vice to the country, than by the communication 
of the celebrated M. la FofTe's Theory of 
Shoeing, and management bf the feet ; from 
which (although by no means perfeft, or 
indeed often prafticable) the hint was firf! 
taken of improving our wretched and unna- 
tural fyflem of fhoeing, or rather of cramping 
and clogging the feet of our Horfes. Bartlet's 
Preface to the Gentleman's Farriery is particu- 
larly excellent, and to the purpofe : and I have 
no doubt, has a6led as a ftimulus to niany 
gentlemen of the faculty to undertake veteri- 
nary praftice. I have fome obfcure recollec- 
tion 
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iwi of '^ A Compendium of Farriery," writteu 
by Bartlet, but iam uncertain as to the faflt, 
and have at die inftant no means of enquiry. 

Qfmer bequeathed to his country a Treatif? 
pn the Lameneis and Difeafes of Horfes, which, 
pojtvitiiftanding certain errors and excentrici- 
itjes, and his attempt to fupport the vain and 
unphilofpphic notion of the inelafticity of thi? 
Iteadons (whilft he allows elafticity to the fibres 
of wljich thofe tendons are compofed) is gener- 
ally excellent, replete with praftical utility, and 
the apparent refult of much experience. His 
obfervations on epidemics in cattle, commonly 
Cfilled diftemper, are well worth the attention 
of the veterinary furgeon ; * but his fyftem of 
horfe-lhoeing, and treatment of the feet, forms 
ithe mpft valuable part of his work ; on that 
branch of the veterinary art he may indeed be 
i^fteemed our original writer, from whofe ideas 
pur prefent improved praftice has originated. 
This facetious and good-natured writer (fuch 
Ofmer feems to have been) alfo publiftied a 
>^himfical pamphlet, under the title of, " A 
^iflertation on Horfes," in which he affefts 
^P be diffatisfied at our diftinguifliing that par- 
ticular fpecies of the Horfe, deftined to the 
^c>urfe, by the ufual denomination of blood ; 
W>ntending, that we ought rather to ftile them 
^^, or foreign horfes. In this fpecies he had 
S^cat {kill, accompanied by no fmall prejudice 
Vol, I. D iu 
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in their favour. His pamphlet affords good 
information on the origin of the racing breed 
in this country ; and had fonie of his remarks 
been attended to, many a thoufand, which 
has been groundlefsly lavilhed away in the 
ftuds, might have been fpared. He has written 
withconfiderable (kill on the mechanic poweri 
of motion in thofe living engines called Horfes ; 
and, on all the above-recited topics, if he has 
not abfolutely hit the exaft medium of truth, 
he has at leaft made a very near approach, and 
has faid enough at once to animate and aflift 
fucceeding enquirers. 

To this ftiort, but meritorious hft of writers 
on Horfes, during the prefent century ; which, 
by general confent, are efteemed our Englifh 
veterinary claflics ; I think in juftice ought to 
be added the refpeftable names of Berenger, 
and Lord Pembroke. The work of the 
former is a Treatife on the Military Manege, 
ancient and modern; a fubjeft on which I 
poffefs no information from experience. My 
Lord Pembroke's book ought to be confulted 
by every gentleman who keeps a horfe,. and 
who wifties to have that mofl important part 
of him, the foot, in a ftate of prefer vation. 

Mr. Clarke fills the refpeftable office of his 
Majefty's farrier for Scotland. He has pub- 
liflied two treatifes ; on fhoeing, and on the 
prevention of difcafes in horfes ; and has ac- 
quitted 
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quitted himfelf with that ability, which we had 
a right to expeft from a mafter of his profef- 
fion, and, at the fame time, a man of found 
underftanding, and good judgment. If my 
memory ferve me faithfully, he was the firft 
of our writers who taught — that unftuous and 
greafy applications, by clofing up the pores, 
and preventing the neceflary emiflion of the 
perfpirable fluid, really impeded, in place of 
promoting, the growth of ungular and horny 
fubftances; and who recommended, in lieu 
thereof, that Horfes hoofs fliould be flopped 
with clay, and waflied with water. Without 
being intirely convinced of the truth of the 
propofition, refpefting unftuous applications 
(on which I fliall explain myfelf in proper 
place) I can very fafely recommend the water 
in all cafes, and in mofl: the clay, from my 
own experience. 

Over and above the writers already adverted 
to, a number of gentlemen of the profeflion of 
lurgery, fince the days of Gibfop and Bracken, 
whofe names I cannot immediately recoUeft, 
have publiflied treatifes on farriery ; with very 
laudable intentions, no doubt, for the promotion 
of veterinary knowledge; but although their 
feveral works contain now and then a ufeful 
^^niark of their own, yet their obligations to 
the original writers are fo extenfive, as to ren- 
^^r farther obfervation unneceflary. That 
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^jiiftice, ^however, which we owe to departed 
•merit, to the reputation of defunft, as well as 
'of living authors, requires that the merits df 
VMr. Taplin's pretended original work (hould 
^be fairly ^nd candidly difcuffed; the reader 
^i\\ find, bye arid by, that I have indifpenfible 
^bufinefs with the Gentleman's Stcible^Direc- 
tory. 

Of the mere compilers, authors of Sportf- 

' mens' and Farriers' Diftionaries, and -Difpeii- 

'feries, retailers cif infallible noftrums, hereditary 

receipts, and fo forth ; we have had many more 

^ dian quant, fuff. in the courfe of the prefent 

-century. Thefe worthy labourers in the vin- 

'^^yard may be charafterifed as follows; fome 

-i)f them had, perhaps, a fuperficial knowledge 

^6f Horfes, but none at all, either of phyfic or 

vfurgery ; others, had a fmattering of medicine, 

without any knowledge of Horfes; -but the 

greater part of them, feem to have known 

•nothing at all, of eithfer the one or the other. 

T/he irrevocable fentence of public opinion 

'has long fince paffed upon thefe books ; their 

'very titles have been long forgotten. 

There are yet one or two compilations, 

'li^hich I by no means intend to include in 

■ this general cenfure. Mr. Topham's Book, 

-I have not yet had an opportunity to perufe. 

'Mr. Mill's Treatife on Cattle, is in fome re- 

fpe£ls a ufeful €C«npilation ; particularly as a 

book 
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book of reference to thofe authors of different^ 
countries, who have treated on veterinary fubn 
j^&Sm It alfo. {ketches out a good general out^ 
line of prafiice for the veterinary furgjson: 
But how much to be regretted it is, that thi^. 
gentleiBan, who^ although a man of: leamiiig^j 
of good underftanding, and good fenfe, was. 
utterly devoid of pra6lical knowledge of Horfes, 
OF of any of thofe animals on* which he under* 
took to treat, had not fubmitted his manufcript 
to the corretlion of fome friend of experience 
in thofe matters. Such a difcreet proceeding 
might have faved the reputation of his book,, 
by purging it of many errors, fome of which, 
are of fib extraordinary a complexion, that it. 
isr fcarce poflible for a man who has any know- 
. ledge of the matter to perufe them with a grave 
face. What pig-breeder but muft fmile at the 
dir^ioBS of Mr. Mills, to cut pigs at fix 
monthfr old ; and to put (lores up to fat upon 
wheat, allowing them fcarce any thing to 
drink .'^ 

Whilft Mr. Mills is quoting our lat« writer&< 
on farriery, or Sharpe on the operations of 
luFgery, he is always rational and infbu^live; 
but why attempt to revive the exploded and. 
irratioiwl whimfies of Vegetius and the an- 
cient writers? Even the authority of the 
Maifpn Ruftique will, at this time of day, and 
in this; country, fail to induce the enlightented 
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fportfrnan to give his horfe a dofe of fublimate, 
, frefti butter and red wine, on taking him up 
from grafs. Nearly all that is faid on the fub- 
jeft of breeding in Mills's book, will be ridi- 
culed as obfolete and inapplicable, as well as 
irrational, by the Englifti breeders of the prefent 
time. 

After having introduced a treatife on live 
ftock in general, it is impoffible not to recoUeft 
a late excellent work of that kind, written by 
Mr. George Culley, a Northumberland farmer, 
and which ought to be in the hands of every 
farmer in Britain. It is the only original 
work of the kind in our language, and contains, 
in a fmall compafs, a moft valuable fund of 
information (chiefly from the author's own 
experience) concerning the different breeds of 
animals in ufe among us at the prefent time, 
with their comparative merits. Mr. Culley's 
chief attention feems to have been paid to 
homed cattle and fheep; but what he fays 
relative to Horfes is truly interefting. He is 
an advocate for the late Mr. Bakeweirs Syftem 
of Breeding Cattle, in and in, that is to fay, 
from the neareft affinities ; provided they be 
of the beft breed which is to be procured, and 
of the trueft fymmctry ; a fyllem in direft oppo- 
fition to the old one, of croffing breeds, which 
ftill maintains its ground in our ftuds of 
Horfes. There is no doubt but this new me- 
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thod has produced the moft valuable, and the 
moft beautiful cattle, ever feen in England. 
This author alfo recommends the barrel fliape 
in cattle, with fmall bone, as the quickeft 
feeders, in preference to depth and large 
bone. Enquirers after truth, although they 
may not, any more than myfelf, be precifely of 
the fame opinion with this author, in all 
points ; will yet find their ideas expanded, and 
the fphere of their information enlarged, by a 
perufal of his work; which,, confidering the 
univerfal attention paid of late years to agri- 
cultural topics among us, I wonder much has 
Jiot paffed through a greater number of edi- 
tions: as to its merits in refpeft of ftyle, if 
plain, unaffefted good fenfe, concifenefs and 
perfpicuity, are yet to be numbered among the 
merits of a compofition, Mr, CuUey's book has 
a great deal to boaft. 

After having fpoken fo fully of the authors 
of our own coum:ry, it may be expetled that I 
fhould not be entirely filent, in regard to thofe 
of our neighbours the French; a fhort difcuf- 
fion, with a recurrence to fafts generally 
known and admitted, may perhaps enable me 
to determine on which fide refts the fuperiority 
in veterinary knowledge. The ardent, inqui- 
fitive, penetrating genms of the French, is ever 
puftiing them forward in fcientific purfuits. 
France has always abounded njuch beyond this 
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fcouritry in public inftimtioM. Th« trM 

have long had the advantage of a publit Viet8^ 
rinary fchool, Vhich h^s produced fevehtl vfer^ 
femineiit writers. In the laft tehtury w* had 
no writer bn farriery to put in tomp^titibii 
with Soleyfell, unlefs we excftfJt Shape, WfeS 
Wrote but little. Whence then has it hkp'- 
pened, that notwithftanding all thefe tidvah^ 
tages, with that of a milder cliimatfe fupetadded^ 
the balance of improvement has all along gotot^ 
with this country ? Let the Frfench themfelv^, 
and the world at large, judge of the fa£l, who 
have invariably given a preference to Englifh 
Horfes. Whence has it happened, that riot^ 
Withftandihg their numerous learned trejatiles, 
and their veterinary hofpitals and fchools, theilr 
flable (Economy fhould in general have beeii 
To bad, even at the manfions of their princes, 
that thoufands of fine Englifh Horfes have ac*- 
tually fallen a facrifice to it? 

I can folve this difficuhy in no other way, 
than by Attributing our fuperiority to that 
almoft univerfal paflion for Horfes, not only as 
obje6ls of utility, but of pleafure and fport, 
which has fo long prevailed in this country ; it 
has ferved to diffufe a praftical knowledge of 
the proper treatment of thefe animals, through- 
out all ranks and degrees of the people. The 
French are; more confined in the ufe of the 
Horfe than the Englifh; and the (lately manege 
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ft^tepted, iktit by fiD itieans ftic^h expert horre-* 
riieh. Foi- thfe fftrtie reafon, that is to fay, 
fci^feufe th€ Mdtfe has ftever been fo praftically 
untkrftood in Frftftce ^s in England; at leaft 
^ithift thef pf efent cefituty, theif Wfiters of thii 
pttio^ hav^ been, I conceive, inferior to ours in 
dfefttials. La Fofle, Bourgelatj and St. Bel, 
had a great deal of fcience, they defcribed, 
accurately and well, the theory of motion in 
Horfes, and their geometrical proportions ; they 
had abundance of veterinary praflice at their 
iafirmaiies ; but which, I have been given to 
underftand, was not nrifrequently governed by 
a rage for experiment, rather than fteadily 
tOndu6fed upon the true principles of medical 
jfhilolbpky* I muft own they appear to me 
good wtkefs, but too much theorifts* I may 
be a partial, or what I think more probable, an 
feicapabie judge ; but in my opinion there is 
Ibore (blid and ufeful knowledge to be drawn 
from the Engli(h, than the French veteriiiary 
writers. In rural Cbconomies, this country has 
^ttb preferved a fimilar fuperiority ; and yet 
Firance hase^njoyed the advantage of numerous 
^ftitmions, favourable to that fcience, and of 
an in&tfty of writers and fpeculators thcre- 
i!pon. In whatever they have failed, the 
defefl may be fairly attributed to their late 
fefpotic fyfteto of government, which devoured 
the fineft country, and ftifled -the energies of 

the 
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*the moft emulous and enterprizing people 
upon earth, A country and a people, which, 
under the cheering aufpices of liberty, muft 
infallibly excel in all things. The Republic 
has already begun to cultivate the arts and 
fciences in the nioft effeftual manner, by the 
eftablifhment of a new academy upon a grand 
and. extenfive, national plan. Veterinary 
fcience occupies a place in the firft clafs. The 
following citizens, namely, Thouin, Gilbert, 
Teffier, Cels, Parmentier, Huzard, are ap- 
pointed refidentiary members. Huzard pub- 
lifhed, laft year, a ufeful little traft on the pre- 
vention of the glanders. 

' Charles Vial de Saint Bel, died in the year 
1793, in the prpfeflbrfhip at the London Vete- 
rinary College, to which he was introduced by 
the favour of two nobJe Earls ; and which 
office he filled, much to his own reputation, 
and to the fatisfaftion of his noble patrons, 
and all concerned in that truly ufeful and 
patriotic inftitution. Mr. St. Bel's works have 
been coUefted, and publifhed in an Englifh 
drefs, for the benefit of his widow. They 
contain much to intereft every proprietor of 
Horfes ; but the chief novelty in the coUeftipn, 
is, the effay on the geometrical proportions of 
the famous racer Eclipfe. The reader may, if 
he pleafe, fmile, and quote the father of bur- 
lefque poefy — 

As 



INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER, 43 

As whipM tops, and bandied balls. 



The learned hold, are animals ; 
So Horfes they affirm to be, 
Mere engines made by geometry. 

But he will ftill find that the animal (lru6lure, 
its proportions and progreflive powers, are the 
proper fubje6ls of geometrical and mathemati- 
cal calculation; and that St. Bel and the 
French writers, have treated on this branch of 
€queftrian fcience in a very comprehenfive, 
perfpicuous, and fatisfaftory manner. In this 
particular they excel, and I know of none of 
our Englifli writers who has attempted it, ex- 
cept Ofrner ; he appears indeed to have under- 
ftood the mechanical principles of progeffion 
in Horfes ; but was obvioufly unprepared to 
elucidate them in a precife and fcientific way. 
I would wilh to recommend warmly this part 
of St. Bel s works, with the valuable plates 
annexed, to the attention of the fporting reader; 
he will find great help in thofe rational and 
well-grounded theories, towards forming juft 
ideas of the moft perfeft fhape, and moft ad- 
vantageous mode of progreflion in thofe Horfes 
deftined to the courfe. I Ihall have occafion 
to examine St. Bel's fyftem of (hoeing, in its 
proper place; as alfo moft of thofe fubjefts 
which are handled in his writings. As to the 
numerous attempts hitherto made in the French 
fchools to cure the glauders, I muft own, I fee 

nothing 
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nothing to wonder at in their ill fuccefs. It 
appears evident to me (I fay this after good 
advice) that many of thofe he£lic patients died 
of the doftor. 

I have now arrived at a very difagreeabler 
paiHt of m^y talk, which were the omiflioor at dlk 
conMent with my propo&d plan, with f^F 
hifloiic truth, or common juftice, I woutL£ 
gladly halve avoided. It is to examine the 
pretended originality of a living author, wba 
has endeavoured to build a name on the ruins, 
6f pofthumous reputation; who has attacked 
the defencekfs dead, and with an arrogant 
rudenefs torn the laurel from the brows of uni- 
yerlally acknowledged merit. The reader to 
whom thefe ftudies are familiar, will imme* 
diately recognife in my defcription, the author 
of The Gentleman's Stable DiRECTOiiy. 
V Before I proceed, I may with the utmoft 
truth difclaim all motives of per(bnal interefl; 
or refentment. . I have not the honor of an 
acquaintance with Mr. Taplin, either direftly,, 
or through the medium of any conne6lion 
whatever. Virgilium tantum vidi. The fum 
of my information refpefling him perfonaUy, 
is, that he is a good praftical veterinary fur- 
geon, and that he has erefted, at a confiderable 
expence, and upon a large fcale, a fuite of 
ftables, with all convenient and neceffary offices, 
by him denominated, ^' jThe Equeftrian Recep- 
tacle." 
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tacic/* It is agairift his books folely, that >! have 
any obj^flions to urge; and in fupporting 
thefe, 1 fhall endeavour to treat the author 
himfelFwith as much refpeft and confidera- 
tion^ as the nature of the cafe, and a candid 
iinveftigation of the truth, will poflibly admit. 

Some eight or ten years paft, the fporting 
vrorld/ including ihofe who had pretenfions to 
veterinary fcience, were a good deal fuprized 
by the advertifement of a book, under the title 
of The ^Ge NT LE man's Stable Directory; 
which profeffed to teach " an entire improved 
mode of ,prat6lice,** and to exhibit'" occafional 
•TemarJccS upon the dangerous, and abnoft obfo- 
lete praftice of Gibfon^ Bracken, Bartlet, 
Ofmer, and others." As thdfe authors were 
dien,-as well as now, in the higheft repute,. and 
as it was generally underflood that they owed 
their'great reputation to their fteady adherence 
to the principles of truth and common fenfe, 
and to their intimate knowledge of that philo* 
fophical and rational medical praftice, which 
had fully obtained in their time; a new author, 
whofe magnificent promifes extended beyond 
all this, was taken up with avidity; but to be 
laid down 9gain, by thofe who were qualified 
to judge, with derifion, mingled with aftonifla- 
ment. To imitate for once the laudable exam- 
pie of Mn Tajrfin, who fpeaks of other men, 
be it bad or good, with the moft unreftrained 

freedom 
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freedom — it appeared that the fo highly vaunt- 
ed Stable Direftory , . inftead of being a varia- 
tion from, or an improvement of the pre- 
tended obfolete and dangerous praftice of 
Gibfon, Bracken, Bartlet, and Ofmer, was 
merely a compilation from it; the matter 
varied indeed with confiderable art in fome 
places, in others copied in the moft barefaced 
manner ; and the whole fyilem of plagiarifm 
attempted to be concealed under the cloak 
fometimes of downright ribaldry, at others of 
pretended experience, or affefted inve6live. 
So far was this work from exhibiting any thing 
new to public attention, a regard for truth 
obliges me to declare, that after a number of 
diligent peruials, I have fcarce difcovered a 
fingle idea, on the fubjefts of either medicine 
or management, which is not to be found in 
the original authors above-cited. I muft be 
underftood here to mean, rational and valuable 
ideas ; becaufe there are fome others of a diffe- 
rent charafter in the Stable Direftory (it is 
true they are thinly fown) which are moft 
certainly not to be found in Gibfon or Bracken. 
As to the ftyle of Mr. Taplins books, none 
will queftion its originality, few perhaps will 
envy it. For examples of one fpecies of the 
fublime, of pompous phrafeology, not always 
encumbered with meaning, and ftately circum- 
locution, they may undoubtedly vie with any 

compofitions 
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compofitions in our language. It had how- 
ever been better, had this author confulted 
Lowths Grammar, as well as the veterinary 
writers, previous to adventuring abroad; fince 
he has invited his reader " to fink a tedious 
hour in the ferious tafk of criticifm!" 

I have heard the new lines of plagiarifm 
ftruck out by this ingenious veterinarian, 
fpoken of with admiration, as a wonderful and 
fuccefsful flroke of refined policy. ' Amongft 
the generality of copiefts who wilh to borrow 
a reputation, mum is the order of the day, as 
to the names of their god-fathers, the original 
writers. Mr. Taplin, on the contrary, with a 
confidence that would do honor to a courtier, 
or even to a patriot, boldly brings forward the 
names of thofe writers from whom he has 
compiled his book; and after loading their 
memory with obloquy, accufing them of Iheer 
ignorance, and attempting to expofe their 
charafters with what he imagines to be ridi- 
cule; very coolly and deliberately, tranfcribes 
their opinions and their praftice ; and compla- 
cently viewing himfelf arrayed in his borrowed 
X^lumage, with a moft becoming modefty, con- 
gratulates the world, upon the immenfe bene- 
ts it is about to derive from his entirely new 
nd original fyftem. He rightly judged, from 
e natural indolence and ignorance of the far 
reater number of readers, that they would 

much 
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fmich radier tak^ his word, ithao be at th^ 
pains of poring over mufty authors; ithat 
literary men feldom bejGlowed their attentioD 
«pon (uch fubjeds ; and even if deteded by 
die difcerning few, he truAed to the novdlty of 
his phrafes, co the charms of his diSion, and 
the thunders of his eloquence, for the fuffr^ges 
pf /the unthinking many. Provided he could 
incite folly to clap her hninds, and di^w her 
pyrfe^ftrings, lie cared not a iig how much, or 
flow long, poor wifdom ftared. Another 
(burpe of fecurity, he wass fenfible he ha4 
drawn his draughts from the fountain h^^i 
and provided a flK)pkeeper fells a good njarr 
Jcetalde /commodity, the buyer is little folicitoy^ 
tO'enquire how, or from whence, he qbtained 
it. I have been detailing the opinions of my 
veterinary and fporting friends; for my own 
part, I, who arp naturally credulous, and apt to 
believe the profeffions of all men, am more 
inclined to fuppofe Mr. Taplin really in earneft, 
<and that he was deceived by an over-weaning 
opinion of himfelf, rather than a£luated by 
-unfair intenticms. We read, that the difciples 
of a certain philofopher, having eaten cummin 
-feeds, until they were as pale; really fancied 
themfelvesas wife as their mafter; fo Taplin, 
having pored over the leflbns of his mafters, 
Gibfon and Bracken, until they w^xe thorpugh- 
ly grounded in a convenient memory,. at length 

adually 
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aftually fuppofed them to have been the ori- 
ginal offspring of his own brain. Whenever he 
puts it in my power, I (hall be happy to pay 
him a better compliment. 

But to our proofs — without which words, 
are vain, and may be defamatory and unjuft. 

To prove all that I have afferted, it will be 
by no means neceffary to . go through the^ 
Stable Direftory ftep by ftep; fuch would be 
a dry and tedious bufinefs : a few leading quo- 
tations, from the moft prominent paflages, will 
effeftually eftablifli my pofition; any curious 
reader who may require ftill farther fatisfac- 
tion, need but compare the Stable Direttory 
with the original writers referred to, and he 
cannot fail of obtaining it, to the utmoft. 

By way of a general compendious analyfis of 
'* The Cientleman's Stable Directory," vol. the 
firft, take the following. This original author 
has made no addition of the fmalleft confe^ 
quence, to the lift of medicines, or change in 
the mode of adminiftration prefcribed by thofe 
writers fo often cited, but invariably prefcribes 
^he fame, either literally, or in effeft ; ufually 
Indeed ringing the changes with fynonimous 
Medicines, but thefe ftill felefted from one or 
other of the authors; and making occafional 
^nconfequential alterations in quantities. The 
whole fyftem of management he recommends, 
IS to be found (as hath been already obferved) 
VOL. I. E in 
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in thofe authors. He adopts their very ideas, 
upon almoft all occafions; nay even the great- 
er part of his witticifms are derived from the 
fame fource, without even excepting the fugar 
fops, which he has chewed after Gibfon. 
Horfemanfliip he leaves to Hughes and An- 
gelo ; the fliape and make of Horfes to fportf- 
men ; and the art of flioeing to the operative 
farrier, 

Refpefting the original information con- 
tained in Mr. Taplins fecond volume, he is 
perfe6lly welcome to all the reputation he may 
be able to obtain from that fource: fuch 
knowledge is undoubtedly his own, fince he 
choofes to claim it; and has long been the 
common property of every body elfe. On 
hunting (his forte) he has made a number of 
ufeful remarks, but fo trite, that they are at the 
finger's ends of every gentleman's groom, who 
has attended his matter in the field a couple of 
feafons — on breeding Horfes, he has not given 
us a tittle of information, good or badj which 
might not have been purchafed cheaper of any 
farmer's carter; and on racing and the turf, he 
has faid enough to excite the mirth of every 
fportfman, and to convince him that, there, 
Mr. Taplin was really not at home. 

Mr. Taplin's general method is, to make 
huge complaints of " empyrical praftice, dan- 
gerous experiment" and the lamentable igno- 
rance 
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ranee of farriers and grooms, and the'grofs 
defefts of the old fyftem; at the fame time 
obliquely hinting, or even roundly afferting, 
that fuch dangerous errors, and unfkilful prac- 
tice, are derived from the works of thofe 
writers, with whofe names he has adorned his 
title-page : but the enquirer after the true ftate 
of the cafe, may find the felf fame complaints 
of the dangerous errors of ancient pradlice, 
delivered as much at large, and in language 
much more rational and to the purpofe, in the 
works of Gibfon, Bracken, and Bartlet, particu^ 
larly in the preface to Gibfon's firft publication, 
and in that of Bartlet ; the attentive perufal of 
which I would warmly recommend to all 
perfons defirous of the acquifition of veteri- 
nary knowledge: and where they will find the 
very effence of the Stable Direftory. He thus 
attempts to turn the proper arms of thofe 
writers againft themfelves. 

I have Mr. Taplin's eighth edition before me, 
and (hall pafs over thefe models of the brilliant, 
the eloquent, and the intelligible, his dedication, 
and his addrefs to the reader, in order to make 
a quotation from page xiii of his preface; 
where he courageoufly and modeftly proceeds 
as follows : " Well aware of the arduous talk 
of attempting to eradicate vulgar and habitual 
prejudices, in favour of ancient praftice, or 
the improbability of reconciling attachments 

£ 2 of 
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of long fi^mdmg to the rational fyftem of mo- 
dem compofition; and the little chanee of 
exploding intirely the heterogeneous and in- 
confiftent farrago fo long in ufe, univerfai 
fatisfa6lion is not to be expefted ; or approba- 
tion obtained. But when a clear, open, and 
candid comparifon is drawn by the more en- 
lightened, between the accumulation of contiaf 
rieties, in the laboured prefcriptions of Gibfon 
and Bracken, with the indigejled obfervations 
vf the more intelligent, though lefs prolix and 
digreffive Bartlet ; the leaft doubt is not enter- 
tained, but every degree of favour will be 
fhewn to a fyftem cf praftice founded on 
reafon, fuppdrted by experience, and juftified 
by a general knowledge of medicines, their 
principles, properties; preparations and effe^/* 
Again (and to this quotation I muft dcfirc 
, the reader s particular attention) in the chapter 
of obfervations, page 5, he farther proceeds, 
** To produce a cafe exaftly fimilar in. the 
world of farriery, let us take a furyey of the 
medical abilities of Gibfon, who certainly 
wrote much better on the fubjeft than Brackr 
en ; where we fhall find ordered, in a . fingle 
prefcription for a purging ball, two ounces of 
aloes, with the addition of the other ufual 
purging articles; though modem praftice and 
experience fixes the eftabliflied proportion at 
exa6lly half, or at moft five eighths, to the 

ftrongeft 
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firongeft horfes, with the cathartic aids before 
ijentioned. ^Te alfo moft courageoufly re- 
commends half an ounce of calomel, or fub- 
limed mercury in a (ingle ball ; and fpeaks of 
the internal adminiftration of the moft power- 
ful poifons, corrofive fublimate or red preci- 
pitate, as a matter of courfe : the proportion 
for a dofe being curioufly afcertained by the 
fiiblime menfuration of a filver two pence ; as 
if a premium had been abfolutely provided by 
an aft of Parliament, for the general extirpa- 
tion of the. breed of Horfes," &c. &c. 

My purpofe in making the above quotation 
is, to exhibit a flagrant inftance, wherein Mr. 
Taplin has moft grofsly deceived himfelf, or 
attempted to deceive . his readers. To avoid 
all temptation to harftinefs of language, I ftiall 
fimply ftate the matter of faft ; leaving the 
decifion and confequent obfervations to the 
juftice and candor, or refentment of the dif- 
ceniing reader. 

In the firft place, it has been already ob- 
ferved, that after the publication of Dr. Brack- 
en's hooks, Gibfon had the difcretion to correft 
thofe errors in his latter editions, which Brack- 
en had pointed out in his firft. Thefe will be 
found by a collation of his firft edition of 
farriery, in one vol. and his edition of 1750, 
m two vols, with Bracken's Farriery. The 
chief of thefe correftions are as follows — a 

E 3 ftrong 
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ftrong purge inlofs of appetite — ditto in moon 
eyes — ditto farcy — quantity of rhubarb in la3% 
or fcouring — aftringent injeftion for prevention 
of glanders— ufe of dock-root in broken wind 
— error relative to a property of air — cruel 
method of extending narrow heels. But the 
medical reputation of Gibfon had been per- 
feftly fafe, granting that he had admitted the 
form of purge, of which Mr. Taplin complains, 
into his correfted edition. 

It muft not be forgot that Gibfon recom- 
mends the purge in queftibn exprefsly for the 
ftrongeft and moll robuft Horfes ; and fuch he 
had no doubt been in the habit of attending, 
if we confider of what kind, troop-horfes were 
in thofe days. Mr. Taplin s experience, I fup- 
pofe, had not extended to draft cattle, or he 
would have known, that there are thoufands of 
that defcnption, upon which, even two ounces 
of aloes, with the addition of the other ufual 
purgmg articles, would have no immoderate 
or dangerous effeft. Half an ounce of calomel 
is often given at this day in a fingle dofe, both 
here and in the French fchools, as appears in 
St. Bel's works. But let us call up Father 
Gibfon himfelf, to defend his own reputation, 
in the article of ftrong purges, and violent re- 
medies of all kinds. " Moft farriers, for cheap- 
nefs, make ufe of allum, black foap, burnt 
vitriol, and fuch things; fome exhibit corro- 
sive 
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SIVE SUBLIMATE OR RED PRECIPITATE, AS 
MUCH AS WILL LAY UPON A SILVER PENNY; 

but as thefe laft medicines, viz. the fublimate 
and precipitate, cannot be ufed internally with- 
out great danger, efpecially to brute creatures 
who can never be brought to take fuch things 
as are proper to carry off their ill efFefts, they 

OUGHT THEREFORE NOT TO BE GIVEN IN 

ANY case/* Gibfon's Farrier's New Guide, 
5th edition, 1727, page 146. — " I need not ac- 
quaint any one, who knows what belongs to 
horfe-keeping, how much mifchief has been 
done by purging Horfes, either when the ingre- 
dieJits have been bad, or when the purges have 
been made too ftrong, or when they have been 
ill-timed.'* Gibfon s New Treatife on the Dif- 
eafes of Horfes, 2d edition, 1754, page 221, 
vol. 1. — " Thofe purges are the molt efficaci* 
ous, and the moll fafe, that work off with 
the leaft licknefs. The lirft purge Ihould al- 
ways be mild, unlefs where a Horfe s conllitution 
IS well known to be hardy and ftrong; for fome 
Horfes are indeed fo ftubborn in their conftitu- 
t^ons, that fcarce any thing will move them. 
Neverthelefs miftakes of this kind may bring 
on a fuperpurgation, which is always danger- 
ous," &c. page 226 — ** If a Horfe be of a robuft 
conilitution, and a good feeder, he may be 
purged with the common aloes, though I have 
generally myfelf ufed the fuccotrine, and always 

E 4 advifed 
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advifed it to others." page 231. — " That which 
ufually goes by the name of Barbadoes aloes 
is of a dark colour, and very rank fmell, and 
fo rough in its operation, that many Horfes 
have been killed by it." page 232. — " One of 
:thefe purges (mild ones) may be given every 
week, and continued for a month or fix weeks ; 
which method will bring down the fwelling of 
his legs more effeftually than by giving ftrong 
.purges, which often, by their violence ancj 
harfh operation, break down the canftitutions 
of the ftrongeft Horfes, and render them liable 
to many infirmities and diforders. I have ai- 
rways found, by experience, mild, purges \he 
,inoft efficacious, in moft of the maladies where 
.purging is neceflary ; and I have often met with 
great fuccefs in adminiftering thofe that are no 
more than alteratives, where the purgative ingre- 
dient has feldom exceeded half an ounce, or fix 
.drachms of the finell aloes ; which only opens 
their bellies, and makes their dung foft and 
loofe, but by entering more into the blood, 
are more permanent in their effefts," &c. page 
191, vol. 2. — " In regard of laxative and purg- 
ing glyfl:ers, &c. — I would advife the prafti- 
tioner never to be over liberal of his purging 
ingredients, even in thofe cafes where purging 
is intended, efpecially with folutions of coarfe 
aloes, which I have obferved to work and gripe 
Horfes to a very great degree, even fo as to, 

excite 
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excite feverifh,and fometimes convulfive fyrap- 
toms ; and by that means have added ftrength 
to the diftemper, which they were intended 
to abate ; and I have often remarked the quan- 
tity of the purgatives given in Horfes glyfters 
fliould not be fo large in proportion as thofe 
given to men, becaufe of the horizontal pofi- 
tion" &c. page 248, vol. 1, vide alfo page 29, 
vol. 2. 

The ftrongeft purge I have been able to find 
in Gibfon's two volumes, which now lay before 
me, is as follows, page 258, vol. 1. 

Take fineft fuccotrine aloes, an ounce and a 

quarter, 
frefh jalap two drachms, 
fait of tartar three drachms, 
native cinnabar half an ounce. 

With which let the reader, who is in the fmalleft 
degree converfant in forms of purges, intended 
for Horfes, compare the following out of Mr. 
Taplin's Stable Direftory, page 141, vol. 1. 

Take fuccotrine aloes ten drachms. 

calomel and jalap in powder, each two 

drachms and a half, 
rhubarb and ginger, of each a drachm 

and a half, 
fyrup of buckthorn or rofes. 

Again, 
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Again, page 263. 

Take of Barbadoes aloeis ten drachms, 
^thiop s mineral fix drachms, 
cream of tartar and India rhubarb, 

of each two drachms, 
ginger in powder, fyrup of buck- 
thorn, &c. &c. 
jalap two drachms. 
In Gibfon s prefcription the purging ingredi- 
ents (to exclude the cinnabar) amount to an 
ounce and half, or ten drachms. In Taplins 
firft, the cathartic articles, one of which is 
mercury, make fixteen drachms and half. In 
Taplins fecond, the faid articles amount to 
fourteen drachms, exclufive of the aethiops ; 
and the aloes is of the coarfe, or violent fort. 

To return to the cautious and rational ad- 
monitions of Gibfon (of which alone enough ' 
might be extrafted from his works to fill a 
good Stable DireBoryJ a few more of them 
fhall fuffice. Speaking of the farcy, he fays, 
page 222, vol. 2. " Many of our common 
farriers ufe arfenic or corrofive fublimate, 
after opening the buds, putting a fmall quan- 
tity into each, &c. &c. — but many Horfes have 
been poifoned by thofe things, efpecially with 
the arfenic and fublimate, when they have 
fallen into the hands of ignorant perfons. 
Now as to internals, they ought to be both 
efficacious and fafe, yet when once the farcy 
is advanced to this degree, nothing is more 

common 
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eommon than to exhibit the moft harfh and 
rugged things that can be devifed, agreeable to 
the common maxim, that a defperate difeafe 
muft have a defperate remedy : and with this 
view fome give inwardly from four to eight 
ounces of lapis caliminaris, and fome have 
further added two ounces of tutty, in fine pow* 
der/' &c. &c. page 223. — " Others go yet fur- 
ther, as with an intention to kill or cure, by 
adminiftering drinks made with green vitriol, 
or copperas, rock allum, Roman vitriol, and 
oil of vitriol boiled » in chamber-lye; with 
hemp-feed, hen's dung, hemlock, and common 
fait. This medley has often been tried in 
many defperate cafes, though I cannot fay I 
ever heard its fuccefs much boafted of," &c. 
page 224. 

I have already engaged to ftate fimply the 
matter of fa6l, in the above quotations ; indeed 
any comments of mine would be totally unne- 
ceflary, they muft infallibly have been antici- 
pated by the leaft difcerning reader. 

As we are on the fubjeft of purges, this may 
be as proper a place as any, to introduce a 
few curfory obfervations on thole prefcribed 
by Mr. Taplin. I have before obferved, that 
in Mr. Taplin's compilation, the prefcriptions 
are generally felefted from the original writers. 
The reader will find this to be the cafe in a 
"^oft remarkable manner with refpeft to the 
forms of purges; on which Mr. Taplin has 

rung 
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rung the changes, to no fort of improvement, 
either in refpeft of delicacy, elegance, or effeft- 
One variation he has introduced, which is 
laughable enough; he has ordered a folitary 
drachm of cremor tar. in purge. No. i. which 
quantity to be fure muft have a powerful ^eft 
in the body of a horfe. That innocent flouriflb 
merited nothing farther than a fmile; but it i& 
very reprehenfible ia him, who is the perpetual 
advocate of gentle remedies, and who effefts to 
defpife the idea of expence in drugs; in open 
defiance of the many cautions of his preceptors, 
to encourage not only the ufe of Barbadoea 
aloes, but even of diagridium in horfe-phyfic. 
All our beft writers notice the mifchiefe occa-- 
fionally done by the ufe of plantation aloes in 
ignorant hands, and myfelf have feen feveral 
Horfes fall a facrifice to it. I once incautioufly, 
and contrary to my ufual cqftom, entrufted aa 
ignorant fmith or farrier to purge a hackney: 
mare; and as thofe doftors always make ufe-o£ 
cheap or common aloes, the bufinefs was per-^ 
formed fo effeftually, that the mare purged in 
torrents, three or four days; at the end of 
which period, I found her an excellent living 
anatomical fubjetl. To my complaints, the 
do6lor anfwered, by poking in the dung, and 
exultingly fhew^ing me the immenfe load of 
greafe and humours^ from the danger of which, 
he had relieved my fortunate hackney, I- 
found filence becs^me me, feeing the fault was 

my 
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my own ; but I then made a vow, which I have 

religioufly kept for eighteen years, and find 

myfelf ftiU lefs difpofed than ever, to break. 

When in due time I eflayed to mount this 

mare, (he bent under me like a twig, although 

I could then have ridden confiderably lefe 

than nine ftone. I was under the neceflity of 

giving her fix months run abroad, but am not 

certain that her conftitution ever recovered the 

fliock. ^ 

Bracken has entered a very proper caveat 

againft the ufe of diagridium, in particular, in 

his 2d vol. p. 143, where he relates the death 

of tbe beft racer he ever poffeffed, from a 

purge in which that drug was one of the in* 

gredients. I knew an inftance perfeftly fimilar 

myfelf. A poor fellow with a very large 

family, who was unfortunately a good judge 

of race horfes, after many unfiiccefsful trials, 
at length either bred or purchafed a well- 

(haped colt, of good fize, that manifefted indu- 

^Ditable proofs of running. The colt's flelh did 

not come . off fo well in training as the fimple 

owner fuppofed neceffary; and as the ufual 

c[uantum of aloetic phyfic had been adminif- 

l:ered, it was fagely determined that an addi- 

^onal dofe was indicated, with the aid of fome 

strticle of greater power and efficacy. A 

proper dofe was given in the morning, and 

about twelve at night the poor man was called 

up 
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up to attend the agonized viftira of his igno- 
rance and folly; which he did with too late 
and unavaiHng tendemefs, and an aching 
heart ; for in a few hours, all attendance was 
Unneceffary ; the nag was dead. I queftioned 
the man, and have reafon to believe he killed 
his horfe with a dofe of common aloes, af- 
fifted by a drachm or two of diagridium, or 
gamboge. 

It appears, evident to me, that all draftic or 
dangerous cathartic articles, ought to be omit- 
ted in thofe formulae which are intended indif- 
criminately for the ufe of all perfbns, who ' 
without any knowledge of medicine, are in the 
habit of purging Horfes ; were it only on the 
following confiderations : many fuch are not 
very accurate in regard to weight ; and, befides, 
probably think, that if fo very fmall a quantity 
of a drug can work beneficial effefts, an addi* 
tion to it muft be attended with proportional 
benefit. Grooms in general are diffatisfied 
after they have adminiftered a purge, unlefs it 
rattles away in a hurricane ; and on a mortify- 
ing difappointment of that kind, always make 
up their minds not to be foiled a fecond time. 
I have now and. then chanced to enquire of 
one of thefe fages, what became of fuch and 
fuch a Horfe, which I had known to have been 
in training; more than once I have been 
anfwered with the moft perfeft nan chaldnce^ 

" Oh, 
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'* Oh, he died in phyfic •/* if I wondered, it was 
becaufe I heard fuch news fo feldom. 

To return to the purging receipts in Mn 
Taplin's book, many of them are liable to 
confiderable objeftion; fome are very injudi« 
cious and incongruous compofitions. Thofc 
intended againft worms, are very necdlefsly 
compofed of Barbadoes aloes, and other rough 
and dangerous articles, too probable to annoy 
the Horfe as well as the vermin. He has 
ordered an addition of two drachms and a half 
of calomel to purge. No. 3. which already 
contained common aloes and diagridium ; and 
yet he had in his obfervations (page 5.) made 
a violent outcry becaufe Gibfon prefcribed 
half an ounce of calomel in a fingle balL 
^thiop s mineral and fulphur, alfo jalap and 
India rhubarb, we find frequently jumbled 
together, I fuppofe for the fake of variety and 
fcew. Such mode of prefcription is no doubt 
original ; at any rate it was neither purloined 
from Gibfon, Bracken, or Bartlet. The India 
rhubarb appears to me to contain (I caution 
the reader that I am fpeaking without autho- 
rity) a good deal of refin, fimilar in quality 
and effe6ls to that of jalap. I have frequently 
witnefTed a confiderable degree of naufea and 
diforder, both in human and brute patients, 
"from taking this inferior kind of rhubarb; and 
cannot help apprehending that thofe gentle- 
men. 
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men, who purchafe curious rhubarb phyfic lot 
race-horfes, are very likely to be drfap pointed 
in their views, unlefs they are certain tJiat the 
beft Turky rhuliarb is made ufe of ^ for which 
the India fort is, according to my obfervation, 
a very poor and improper fucccdaneum. In 
cafes where rhubarb feems to be indicated, I 
have reafon to think that the fineft fuccotrine 
aloesy is much to be preferred to India rhubarb* 
If in a purge, an additional ftimulus is re- 
quired in aid of the aloes, nothing is more iafe 
and efficacious, than a fmall quantity of 
jalap. 

From purges, I fhall (kip over rtiuch multi- 
farious (to borrow a very elegant and correQ; 
Taplinian phrafe) as well as laughable and 
inconfiftent matter, and make a halt at the 
commencement of the clajjijication; for chap* 
ters, it feems, are too old and unfafhionable a 
term for that entire new work, " The Stable 
Direftory," which is for ever to fupport itfelf 
upon the " bajis of its own origin'' In the firft 
clafs then, fplents are handled.: on this head 
our author firft of all, according to laudable 
cuftom, either affefts to ridicule, or cenfures 
at large, the opinions and praftice of thofe 
who preceded him ; then adopting both in part, 
concludes by recommending a very imperfefb 
and unfafe copy of an effedual mode of extir- 
pation to be found in Gibfon. He forgot to 

tell 
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keil US alfo, where he learned to ridicule the 
idea of removing corns and warts^ by a courfe 
of purgatives and diuretics. Bracken alfo 
laughed at it. I own that I here entirely 
agree with Mr. Taplin, in his ** verification of 
an obfervation/' — that it is a paltiy praftice in 
authors, to fwell their writings at the expence 
of a readers underftanding, as well as his 
purfe. A very few lines would have con- 
tained all he apparently knew, or could have 
faid with propriety, on the fubje6l of fplents 
and fpavins. On the head of wind-galls, Mr. 
Taplin is evidently reafoning (perhaps plaufi- 
bly enough) on the experience of others ; to 
be fatisfied of this, let the reader refer to Gib-^ 
fon and Bartlet. 

I had paffed the two chapters on lameneft 
and ilrains, unnoticed, on which the ideas in 
general are rational, and judicioufly enough 
felefted from the beft authorities, but for the 
defire of remarking a very fingular pofition of 
the author. On the opinion of Ofmer, that ten- 
dons are inelaftic bodies, Mr. Taplin fagely 
obferves, " How this writer or his readers 
could reconcile fuch palpable abfurdity and 
contradiction, I am at a lofs to conceive; or 
how a tendon can be elongated, that has no 
elafticity, I am yet to learn." However fond 
of hard words, and wonderfully correft in 

VOL. I. F their 
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their application, Mr. Taplin may in general 
be, he has, I fear, ftumbled as to the fignification 
' of elafticity. If he recolleft, he will find there 
are a number of things, befides a roll of pilgrim's 
falve, and a wetted catgut; which are inelaftic, 
and ftill capable of elongation. 

On the author's wonderful, modeft, and 
entertaining lucubrations, under the head, 
farcy, it is impoflible to be filent. The re- 
marker here, who is able to preferve mild and 
temperate language, may furely pretend to a 
decent portion of philofophy. For my part, I 
ftiail, as before, confine myfelf, as much ais 
poflible, within the corhpafs of mere faft; 
making few comments, 'but fliifting the load 
to the fhoulders of the gentle reader, leave him 
to fmile with pity and contempt, or frown with 
indignation, as may happen to fuit his idioc- 
racy of mind. 

Our great original writer quotes Bartlet as 
follows : ^' the true farcy is prbperly a diilem- 
per of the blood-vefTels, ^vhich generally follows 
the track of the veins ;" and then canters on at 
the following extraordinary rate — " What in- 
finite fatisfa6lion mufl it afford every reader, 
to be informed from the fountain-head of in- 
ftruftion, that the blood- veflels generally follow^ 
the track of the veins ! Anxious for informa— 
tion, and open to conviSion, I receive th 

intelhgenc 
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intelligence with gratitude; and although ray 
retentive faculties are deceptive and imper- 
feft, I {hall exert their utmoft influence to 
preferve, in high efteem, fo excellent a 
monitor ; making no doubt but it will prove 
highly fatisfaftory to the curious, to be inform- 
ed they need not look for a diftemper of the 
blood-veffels in the track of the inteftines.'* 
Is it poflible that Mr. Taplin, who has made 
books, and blurred fuch a conliderable quan- 
tity of paper, could be fo ignorant of the moft 
firaple and obvious rules of grammatical con- 
cord, as not to know, that vejfels in the plural, 
could not govern the v^xh follows^ which is in 
the Angular number? Of courfe, that Bartlet 
both intended, and correftly expreffed, that the 
farcy, not the bloodr-vejfels^ generally followed 
the track of the veins. 

Taplin proceeds — " Previous to the preferit 
improved and rational fyftem of cure, it may 
be applicable to introduce one of the proraifed 
obfervations, upon the dangerous and almofl 
obfolete praftice of others, or rather the moft 
cruel experiments, ^nd infernal perfecutions 
that were ever invented, or could be fuppofed 
to enter into the mind of man, for the preven* 
tion, or cure, of difeafe. In the laft article 
treated on, we produced a tolerable fyftem of 
jeruelty ; but in the farcy (as a more perplexing 

F 2 difeafe, 
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difeafe, and greater excitement to judgment or 
madnefs) we have fire upon fire, or efFeftual 
cauterization treble refined. Ajs they advanced 
in danger, they increafed in courage, and ad- 
hering invariably to the general intention of 
" kill or cure, &c. &c. — Began with oil of 
vitriol, and oil of turpentine, &c.&c. on opening 
the buds put in a fmall quantity of corrofive 
mercury, arfenic," &c. * But' fays the writer 
(here he means Gibfon) *-let it be remembered, 
that many a Horfe has been poifoned by thefe 
medicines ignorantly ufed, and in too large 
quantities.' — *^ This very acknowledgement 
(continues Taplin) for which I confefs I am 
under infinite obligations, will ferve to corro- 
borate my former affertion, that fome fyftem 
has long been neceflary to refcue this moft 
ufeful and fuffering animal." — From stabula- 

RIAN IGNORANCE AND EMPIRICAL CONFI- 
DENCE! 

After all this, what man relying upon the 
integrity, and common fenfe, or fanity of in- 
telleft, in Taplin, but would naturally fuppofe 
that Gibfon (the author juft quoted) had re- 
commended the above irrational, cruel, and 
vulgar praftice? Neverthelefs, on a bare refe- 
rence to Gibfon, he will be aftoriifhed (if 
he be a ftranger to the taftics of the Stable 
Direftory) to find, that« from the faid author, 

Taplin 
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Taplin learned both his complaints againft the 
old and vulgar praftice he fo vehemently 
decries ; and alfo, in great meafure, his method 
of curing the farcy. 

I muft beg leave to refer the reader to my. 
23d page, in which the quotations materially 
intereft the prefent bufinefs; another reference 
to Gibfon will place the whole in the clearefl 
light. " Thofe who ufe nothing but a decoc- 
tion or juices of herbs, fuch as wormwood; 
rue, alder, ragwort, horehound, and many 
other fuch like fimples, with a mixture of wood* 
foot, brandy, or aqua vitae, have a much better 
chance to cure the farcy, if they begin in time, 
and take care to makfe proper applications 
outwardly, as there is nothing in fuch ingre- 
dients but what is friendly to the animal con- 
ftitution ; and the foot is certainly of great ufe 
in many cafes, &c. &c. — ^But in an inveterate 
kind, or when the farcy has grown fo, by its 
continuance, or by ill management, nothing 
can come in competition with mercurial and 
^ntiraonial preparations, as I have often found 
from experience."^ — Gibfon, vol. ii. p. 225, 

Mr. Taplin now commences his " new, im- 
proved, and rational fyftem of cure/' with 
feme of the cautions of Dr. Bracken, and the 
^loetic purge and antimonial alterative (very 
little altered) by him recommended; proceed- 
ing to patch up different forms of prefcription 

F 3 from 
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from Gibfon and Bartlet, which any other man, 
with a very fmall fhare of pharmaceutical fkill, 
might have performed ju(l as fortunately as 
himfelf. Much dependance, however, mull 
not be placed in the Stable Direftory, for 
information relative to the nature, or cure of 
the farcy ; more particularly if confirmed and 
inveterate. 

But it is on the poll-evil, that Profeffor 
Taplin outdoes all his former outdoings. An 
extraft or two from thence cannot fail to amufe 
the reader. " We are told" (he fays) the poll- 
evil is, &c. &c. — You are then inftrufted to 
fcald, with a compound of oil of turpentine, 
corrofive mercury, verdigreafe, Roman vitriol, 
green copperas, and train oil : thefe are to be 
poured fcalding hot into the wound," &c, 
*^ What are we to think of the profeflional 
knowledge, or abilities of an author (of Bart- 
let, to wit, whom he had before ftiled an 
author of merit and repute) w^ho could fanftion 
with his name, the recommendation of a prac- 
tice fo infamous and deteftable, that no one 
rational or confiftent idea, can be produced 
or pleaded, to prove its propriety?"-^" Sorry I 
am to acknowledge this genuine and unadul- 
terated fpecimen of the immaculate' perfeftion 
of THE PRACTICAL TREATISE, has been 
repeatedly put in praftice by fools or knaves, 
whom ignorance has mifled, or confidence 

betrayed ; 
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betrayed ; to the evident deilruftion of num- 
bers that have died in the moft excruciating 
agonies, finking under the load of accumu- 
lated mifery and perfecution, devoted vi£lims 
to a fyftepi replete with the moft unparalleled 
crudty that the heart could diftate, or the 
hand direft/' — " And in pity to a fpecies, &c. 
let us hope that this damnable dodrine may 
be univerfally exploded, and buried in eternal 
oblivion." 

I know not how the generality of my readers 
may feel, or how they may relifti and digeft 
thefe choice morceaux ; but fuch as have fome 
knowledge of the fubjeft, or whofe minds may 
chance to be in unifon with mine, will believe 
roe, when I afliire them, that the firft tafte of 
this cream of the Stable Direftory, inftantly 
conjured up into the glafs of my imagination^ 
acertaia old pifturefque ftanza, which moft of 
us ffaving your prefence moft reverend critics) 
have, I dare fay, repeated at fchool, beginning. 

There was a man , &c. &:c. 

To be ferious, nothing can be more illiberal, 
^ncandid, and unjuft, than Mr. Taplin's me- 
^od of quoting Bartlet, in this cafe. Gibfon 
firft,and Bartlet after him, recommend mild 
and gentle remedies for the poll-evil, in its 
^rly ftages, and while it may be fuppofed 
poffible to fubdue it by fuch' treatment ; the 

F4 fcalding 
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air veffels — or in the blood veffels — or in tu- 
bercles — or in ulcers— or in too full feeding, 
&c. — Bartlet quotes from Gibfon, who refers 
you to Markham, or Soleyfell ; and Bracken 
to Burdon, and fo on ad infinitum. We* are 
likewife told the three laft diftempers are ge- 
nerally incurable : You are then inftrufted to 
^ proceed with mercurial phyfic, giving, in the 
intermediate days, the cinnabar balls ; if they 
fail, try alterative purges ; to thefe follow cor- 
dial balls, with balfams of Peru and fulphur, 
(quills, tar, &c. one to be continued a week or 
ten days ; another a fortnight ; and a third for 
two months, or longer,' &c. &c. — ^' I fhall 
avoid this beaten track of duplicity, and not 
amufe my readers in every page, with Gibfbn 
direfts this, or Bartlet the other ; but commu- 
nicate fome inftruftions from the diftates of 
NATURE and REASON, wko havc been hitherto 
moft infamoufly treated, and moft ftiamefully 
abandoned, through every fyftem of equeC- 
trian medical praftice." After this oftentatious 
prelude, thefe profefTorial ftriftures, and pomp- 
ous pretenlions, does not the reader expeQ: 
fomething new from the pen of Mr. Taplin, 
either as to the caufe of the difeafe, the fymp- 
toms, method of treatment, or intentions of 
cure ? Does not he look for fome choice and 
valuable fpecific, recommended on the ftrength 
of the profeffor s twenty years experience ? At 

leaft 
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leaft he will find the praftice of thofe authors 
fo vituperatively cited, fairly and fpecifically 
brought forward, and proved to be erroneous, 
old fafhioned, and obfolete — faith, no fuch 
thing — never was a more confiftent writer 
than the author of the Stable Direftory — ^and 
his uniformity of charafter and praftice, is 
preferved to a tittle, in the chapter on colds. 
The theory of obftrufted perfpiration is taken 
from Bracken ; the immediate caufes of colds, 
with remarks and cautions, from that author, 
and Gibfon, as it chanced to fuit the obvious 
purpofe of the feleftor. As to the cure — he 
begins with anifeed, liquorice-powder, and 
honey, to be adminiftered in a mafti ; the very 
fame things which Gibfon firft orders; with 
this difference, that Gibfon has joined with 
dtem forae more powerful auxiliaries, and or- 
dered the whole in a liquid form; which, I 
conceive, in this particular cafe to be preferable. 
His next recourfe is to detergent and peftoral 
balls, infignificantly varied from Bracken and 
Bartlet, although I cannot help agreeing with 
"im, in his rejeftion of the brimftone from the 
old cordial ball ; which, confidering the nature 
of the other ingredients, I conceive, renders the 
^hole, in the true farrier's phrafe, " a kind of 
theater, and a kind of a cooler.** Nitre comes 
^cxt, the favourite fpecific of Bartlet ; nor are 
ihe nqiercurial phyfic, or the tar, turpentines, 

balfams. 
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balfams, &c. which he afFefts to ridicule in the 
beginning of his chapter, as the prefcription 
of other men, forgot in the latter end, to be 
recommended as a part of his own intire new 
praftice. 

With what confequence, at the fame time, 
with what fterling humour, Mr. Taplin def- 
cants on the weighty fubjefts of drinks, glyf- 
ters, and glyfter-pipes. Unfortunately, all the 
thoughts, as ufual, are fecond hand, and may be 
found in the authors who preceded him, not 
forgetting that very ufeful one, of the juft pre-^ 
ference of a pipe and bag, before a fyringe ! 
Who would befides expeft to find in Mr^ 
Taplins book, as many glyfters and drinks 
ordered, as in that of any other author, after 
he has, in fo confequential a ftyle, affumed to 
himfelf the merit of aboliftiing fuch flovealy 
methods. ' ' 

I have already far exceeded my propofed 
limits, in the examination of the Stable Direc- 
tory, which my refpeft for the public alone, 
who have purchafed a confiderable number of 
that extraordinary work, could have induced 
me to extend beyond the fpace of half a dozen 
lines. If my intelligent reader fhould chufe 
for his amufement to proceed, he will find the 
fame pompous and illiterate impertinence, the 
fame inconfiftence, blunder and contradiftion ; 
the accuftomed plagiarifm and unfair quota- 
tion. 
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tion, to the end of the piece. I fay my in- 
telligent reader ; for there are others of a dif- 
ferent defcription, who will enjoy their broad 
grin, with this delightfome author. Far from 
envying, I felicitate them upon fuch an ac- 
quiiition ; his nonfenfe will exaftly fuit their 
own, as great wits jump. In the purchafe of 
a Book, as well as of any other commodity, 
a man furely ought to have money's-worth 
for his money, and himfelf alone ought to be 
the proper judge of what is fo. 

I have ftated, and moft truly, that my mind 
is perfefUy free of the fmalleft tinfture of 
prejudice againft Mr. Taplin. What I have 
faid, was extorted from me by the mere fenfe 
of juftice, and an unhappy conftitutional attach- 
ment to truth. Something may be urged, 
perhaps, by way of apology for him. At the 
time he firft publiftied his work, every fuffici- 
cnt judge muft be convinced, that he had not 
reaped the benefit of much experience in his 
fubjeft, either as an equeftrian or veterinariiin. 
Seven or eight years pr&ftice, which he has 
fmce had, muft have amended that defeft. 
He may have obtained fome ballaft, to fteady 
the flowing fail of his quick conceptions. 
He has, I am informed, favoured the public 
with the refult of his late praftice, in a new 
treatife, intituled, a Compendium of Farriery. 
When an opportunity of perufal (hall offer, 

I flatter 
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I flatter myfelf I (hall thence be able to obtain 
fome new and important information ; and it 
will afford me infinite pleafure, to find an 
occafion of bellowing my fhare of applaufc 
upon the meritorious labours of Mr. Taplin. 
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CHAP. 11. 

ON THE HORSE IN GENERAL. 

'T'HE Horfe, to the eye of fcience, is the 
-*■ moft beautiful of all four-footed animals ; 
fuperior to all in fymmetry of body, in fpeed, 
and m "general utility to mankind. He pof- 
feffes in common with the human race, the rea- 
foning faculty, the difference confiding only 
in degree, or quantity. Human pride, pre- 
^ judice, and cruelty alone, have queflioned this 
truth; thofe paffions fufpended, it becomes 
inftantly obvious to common fenfe. The body 
then of the Horfe, as well as that of every 
living creature, is vivified and informed by a 
Jbul, or portion of intelleftual element fuper- 
added. This portion differs in degree, in 
different animals, according to the wife dif- 
penfation of nature. I hope I may be allowed 
to make ufe of the term foul, without any^ 
offence, either to the materialift or the atheift ; 

and 
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and withal to add, that I conceive the difpute 
between them^ and their antagonifts (like 
many other learned difputes) to be rather 
concerning the terms, than the fubftance of 
the argument. All parties evidently fee and 
feel a fomething to exift, which it is not in 
the power of reafon to get rid of, either in this 
world, or the next. 

Thefe free opinions may poflibly run coun- 
ter to certain eftablifhed fyftems, religious or 
prophane, but it does not thence follow, that 
they are contrary to truth ; the orjly probable 
mode to attain which, that I am apprized of, 
is to give reafon unbounded fcope, to judge 
impartially of the evidence before hen la 
purfuance of this philofophy, we will then 
fay, that as the anatomical art evinces the ftri£l 
analogy between the brute and human body, 
fo the conftant experience of the fenfes con- 
firms the fame, in refpeft to the mind and its 
qualities. The Horfe is endowed with fuch 
as we arc compelled to denominate qualities of 
mind ; namely, perception, confcioufnefs, me- 
mory, free-will ; in thefe originate love, hatred, 
fear, fortitude, patience, geherofity, obedience, a 
limited fenfe'of juftice. He reafons ; he there- 
fore pofrefles an immortal and imperiftiable 
foul. 

To fceptics (pretended or otherwife) I fay, 
if an animal reafons in degree, it is to poflefs 

the 
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the reafoning faculty. Is it not reafoning^ 
and from experience too, to diftinguifh a mea-* 
fure of corn from a bag of nails ? And is it 
not by the help, of precifely the fame faculty, 
that they themfelves difcover the difference 
between a plumb-pudding and a bulrufh? 
Becaufe I am infinitely inferior in the power 
of reafoning to Socrates, or Hume ; does it 
follow, that the portion which I poffefs, is not 
reafon, but inftinft ? If fo, to be quit with you, 
I (hall take the liberty to aflert, that the 
mighty powers of thofe men were nothing 
more than a fuperior degree of inftinft. 

The reafoning faculties of brutes do not 
feem capable of taking a very extenfive range ; 
but experience evinces, that they are highly 
improveable. They reafon correftly enough 
from fimple ideas, but are incapable of much 
combination, and feem to derive little or no 
benefit from analogies. Their memories (thofe 
of Horfes in particular) are occafionally very 
ftrong and retentive, and I have witneffed 
fafts, which have been faithfully recorded 
therein for more than ten years. That they 
are confcious, we every day witnefs. 

I have many times feen a favourite hackney 
walking, from her paddock to the liable, 
through droves of young chicks and ducklings, 
lifting up her feet, laying her ears, and putting 
her nofe almoft to the ground, left fhe ftiould 

tread 
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tread upon them. The fame mare, trotting, at 
full fpeed, once flew a rod out of her way^ 
that {he might not tread upon a child, who was 
accidentally crofling the road* This was not 
the effeft of ftarting or (hying, to which fhe 
was at no rate addiQed, except fometim^s from 
afFeftation, and when flie was in a gay humour^ 
and fought to entertain her rider^ 

The fame mare faved herfelf and her 
mafter, at the Eafter hunt, upon Epping foreft^ 
whither he had once the curiofity to go 2 
He was riding flowly and very heedlefsly 
up the hill, abreafl a waggon. The mare 
pricked her ears at a man and horfe coming 
full fpeed down the hill, exaflly in her line 
of direftion; and at their approach hung 
back, and in an inftant, with the dexterity of 
harlequin, bobbed under the tail of the waggon* 
A horfeman behind, going very fafl, received 
the mighty fliock, which made the earth trem* 
hie. One horfe was killed out-right, and the 
fcoulder of the other fhattered to pieces. 
Thefe knights, it may be prefumed, were not 
of the order of " the fons of care." I have a 
thorough conviftion this animal afted in the 
above-cited inflances, purely from the influence 
of rational motives. 

I have already trefpafled in the length of 
this digreflion, or I fliould prefent my readef 
^ith an anecdote of an Italian Buffalo, which 
. VOL.1. G for 
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for fome years afted as a volunteer, in carrying 
the Calabrian courier and his mail acrofs a 
river; dcmonftrating a very extraordinary 
portion of fagacity. But as the work, in which 
I read this, abounds in curious information 
and of a country and people little known tc 
us, I refer the reader to it; namely, Aufrere's 
Tour to Naples. 

The ancients, either unable to difcover the 
whole truth, or unwilling to acknowledge it 
could not yet help conceding to the brut( 
creation, what was fly led Zifenfitive foul. ThuJ 
the Epicureans broached the notion of tht 
cxiftence of two fouls, the rational, and tht 
ttoerely animal, which they diftinguifh by the 
terms animus and anima ; the former confinec 
to a local habitation in the breaft, the lattei 
diffufed throughout the whole body. Th< 
rational/ of courfe, they fuppofed muft belong 
exclufively to themfelves : 

Senfuni a coelcfti demiffurn traximus arce, 
Cujus egent prona & terram fpeftantia. Mundi 
Principio indulfit communis conditor lUis 
Tsuitum unimas^ nobis aiiimum quoque. 

Juv. 

Amongft the moderns, Des Cartes, Father Mai 
lebranche, and others, have inconfiderately, cz 
foperftitioufly, pronounced brutes only, to l^ 
animated automata. Another French write 
(the Chevalier Ramfay, I believe) is willing 

indee ^ 
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indeed, to allow them fouls ; but with the abfurd 
and cruel condition, that thefe fouls were 
placed in brute bodies, by way of abafement 
and punifhiiient, for crimes committed in a 
pre-exiftcnt ftate. Again, mamy both of the 
ancients and modems, have readily acknow- 
ledged the rationality of beafts, but have found 
themfelves under great anxiety how to difpofe 
of their fouls after death ; whether they were 
to be admitted indifcriminately into thofc 
ethereal regions, already fq accurately and 
geographically chalked out, or whether it were 
fieccflary, by an additional ftretch of the human 
imagination, to provide them with quarters 
more fuitable to the apparent inferiority of 
their condition. For my own part, I do not 
hold good with thefe fanciful fpeculations iTi 
terra incognita futur a ; which, I conceive, have 
ever had the worft poflible effeft upon the 
morals and happinefs of mankind. Provided 
we take a juft and generous care of the bodies 
of our Horfes in the prefent world, our duty, I 
apprehend, is performed; we may very fafely 
confide their fouls in the next, to the good 
keeping of all-fufficient nature. If by the 
term in/iinSi^ we mean to convey any other 
idea than that of an inferior degree of reafon, 
we have only contrived a veil to obfcure the 
face of truth* 
.The God of Nature has placed the whole 

G 2 animal 
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animal creation in a ftate of flavery to the 
human race; or rather, fuperior inteUigence 
poffeffes a natural and inherent right to domi- 
nation. This is not the language of pious 
fraud, or the apology for an abufe ; reafon evi- 
dently difcovers the neceflity of fuch a difpen- 
fation in the conftitution of the mundane 
fyftem. The flighteft infpedion into the exift- 
ing order of things will convince us, that thie 
prefent was intended for a life of labour, in- 
duftry, and pain; and that inferior animals 
could by no other means perform their given 
part, and contribute their Ihare to the mafs of 
labour and fuffering, than in a ftate of fubjec- 
tion to their fuperior — Man. 'Thus the reafon 
of things, and a lawful neceflity, have confti- 
tuted all brute creatures flaves ; but they 
neverthelefs poffefs certain natural and un- 
alienable rights, a demonftration of which, 
will form the fubjeft of the enfuing chapter. 

The Horfe, from the earlieft accounts, feems 
to have been a native of nearly all the climates 
of the old world ; why this excellent animal 
was denied to the new continent, almoft all 
regions of which, are fo well adapted to his 
produftion and maintenance, is a difficulty not 
cafily folved. Whether they were, ab origzne, 
indigenous to one particular country, whence 
all parts elfe were fupplied ; or whether com- 
mori to many, and of different races, befitting 

the 
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the nature and circumftances of each country, 
is a theme fit only to difplay the powers of 
imagination, in fuch an ingenious and fanciful 
writer as Buffon. Thus much, conflant obfer- 
vation and experience have determined upon 
the matter, that the genus varies with foil and 
climate, that the Horfes of warm climes and 
dry foils, are of the trueft proportion, the fineft 
Ikin, and the moft generous fpirit ; of courfe 
the fleeteft, and fitteft for the faddle ; as we 
approach the north, we find them more robuft, 
and formed with very little fymmetry of 
ftape; coarfe-haired, hardy, and flow, fitted 
for draft, and the more laborious purpofes of 
life; that the fpecies will thrive, with proper 
care, in all habitable countries ; but fucceed befl 
under the temperate zones, and upon fruitful 
3nd grameniferous foils. 

It frequently happens, that of two hypo- 
Aefes, although one only can be fimply true, 
yet both may lead, by different trains of ar- 
giiri)entation, to the fame concluGon. The 
cafieft method, and perhaps that liable to feweft 
ol>je6lions, is to divide the genus of Horfes intp 
^w^o original and difliinft fpecies, or creations ; 
t"e fine and fpeedy, and the coarfe and flow* 
To thefe original fources, all varieties whatever 
^^y be traced; and the various intermediate 
degrees may alfo be influenced in fome mea- 
fure, by foil and climate ; but it does not . 
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appear probable, either in theory, or by ana- 
logies which might be adduced, that any 
length of time, or change of foif, couldconvert 
the delicate, filk-haired, flat-boned courfer of 
the fouthern countries, into the coarfe, clurofy, 
round-made cart-horfe of the north of Europe. 
The original countries of the two oppofite 
races (whether they were firft and cxclufively 
created there, matters not to us) are the moun* 
tainous part of Arabia, and the low lands of 
Belgium in Europe. Arabia is the oldeft 
breeding country (to ufe a familiar phrafe) in 
the world ; it has been known to poffefs a pure 
and unmixed race of Horfes, for thoufands of 
years; and the experience, both of ancient and 
modern times, has proved them to be of fupe- 
rior form and qualification to all other Horfes 
upon earth. In the very early ages, the breed 
of Arabian Horfes was fought and difperfed 
over almoft all Afia and Africa, and from 
thence to the fouthern parts of Europe; in 
more modern times, they have been introduced 
farther north, particularly into this country; 
and from that fource has originated our bcft 
racing blood, to which we owe thofe advan^ 
tages and improvements, and that fuperiority 
in Horfes, we fo evidently poffefs over all other 
nations. 

At what peripd of time, or by what nation, 
or individuali the Horfe was firft reduced to 

> human 
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human ufe and obedience, is a piece of intelli- 
gence which muft for ever lie hid in the im- 
penetrable recefles of the moft remote anti- 
quity. But it is fufficient we know from their 
works, that the ancients, in general, were well 
acquainted with the various ufes to which 
the animal may be applied ; and that many of 
the eaftern nations, as well as the Greeks 
and Romans, were well fkilled in Equeftrian 
knowledge and management. If we were not 
well aware of the neceffity of being upon our 
guard againft the exaggerated relations of 
ancient writers, we fliould be indeed furprifed 
at the number of Horfes faid to have been 
kept for purpofes of luxury and parade, in 
thofe early ages. Herodotus fays, the King of 
Babylon maintained a ftud of fixteen thoufand 
rogires, and eight hundred ftal lions. 

In our pwn country the breed of Horfes is 
of much higher antiquity than any extant 
hiftory, fince we are informed by Julius Ca^far, 
that on his fifft invafion of the ifland, the 
Britons had already great numbers of them, 
velkrained to warlike exercifes. The fpecies 
ve may fairly prefume, to have been fuch, of 
<ill fizes, as we are likely to fee in any fruitful 
northern region, where it has not been im- 
proved by a mixture of the blood of the fouth 
country Horfes; that is to fay, rough-coated, 
round-made, and with but little fymmetry, 
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fturdy, with bones comparatively foFt and 
fpongy, and finews unendowed with any high 
degree of elafticity. The Romans, it is pro- 
bable, contributed very little to the improve-- 
ment of the Britifti breed of Horfes, fince no 
traces of amendment are to be found during fo 
many ages. The fame may be* faid of the 
Crufaders,.who certainly had it in their power 
to have fent home to their own country, fome 
of the choiceft Horfes in the world, their defti- 
nation being fo near the fountain head; but 
they had, unhappily, objefts in view, far other 
than thofe of either common utility, or com-- 
mon fenfe. There is but little evidence, during 
the early periods of our hiftory, to guide our 
refearches, except a law of one of our Saxon 
monarchs,' to prevent the exportation of 
Horfes; which feems no indication of their 
plenty at that time, but that, perhaps, thofe of 
England werp in fome requeft in the neigh'^ 
touring countries. 

The firft period, of any particular or mark-r 
cd attention, to the amendment of our breed 
of Horfes, may be dated from the reigns of 
Henry VH. and VIH.; but the regulations then 
made, and the means employed, agreeable to 
the genius of thofe unenlightened times, cbn- 
fifted of arbitrary dire6lions and impolitic 
jFcftraints, by no means calculated to advance 
the intended pprppfe, Magiftr^tes were en>- 
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powered to fcour, at Michaelmas-tide, the heaths 
and commons, and to put to death all mares 
they fhould judge of infufficient fize to bear 
good foals; the ancient prohibition to export 
Horfes was continued, in particular ftallions; 
which laft, I am informed by an officer in the 
cuftoms, it is illegal to export at this day ; and 
that it is ufual to do it at the out-ports, and by 
Health. The laudable cuftom, however, began 
about that time, of importing ftock proper 
to breed nags, from the fouthern climes, and 
fuch as was fit to enlarge the breed of draft 
cattle, from the oppofite continent. 

We learn from Blundeville, that in the reign 
of Elizabeth, the generality of Englifh Horfes 
were either weak, or confilled of fturdy jades, 
better adapted to draft than to any other pur- 
pofe; but, with fome exceptions, which exhi- 
bited ftrong proofs of initient improvement, 
one of which is, an inftance of a Horfe travel- 
ling fourfcore miles within the day for a 
wager; a feat which would puzzle a great 
number of thofe fine cock- tail nags, fold by 
the dealers of the prefent day, at three or four- 
fcore pounds each. The defire of improve- 
ment was fo generally diffufed, according to 
the above-named author, that even the carters 
had become very nice in their choice of Horfes. 
The following races were well known to the 
jgemlemen breeders of the country ; namely, 

*nh? 
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•* the Turk, the Barbarian, the Sardinian, the 
Neapolitan, the Jennet of Spain, the Hunga* 
rian, the high Almaine (or German) the Frieze* 
land, the Flanders, and the Irifh Hobby.'* 
Still, Horfes were fo deficient in number, that 
on the SpaAifli Invafion, the Queen found the 
utmoft difficulty in mounting two or three 
ihoufand cavalry. 

In the reign of James, Horfe-racing became 
fafhionable, throughout all parts of England; 
a favourite diverfion of moll of the Princes of 
the Royal Houfe of Stuart, and particularly 
encouraged by them. Even the grave and 
hypocrital Cromwell, in his apery of the pomps 
and vanities of royalty, did not forget that 
neceffary appendage — a ftud of Race Horfes, 
It is well known that Richard Place was the 
Lord Proteftors ftud groom. The famous 
white Turk has immortalized himfelf and his 
keeper; the conjoined names of the man and 
the Horfe (Place's white Turk) are fure to be 
delivered down to the lateft pofterity. 

The merry aera of the Reftoration relieved 
the good people of this country from the ill 
efFefts of the moil infane and ufelefs, of all the 
numerous follies which have turned the brains 
of mortal men. I mean that of mortifying and 
degrading both foul and body, and ftifling the 
Jawful defires of nature in their birth, under 
the ftapid pretence of fecuring a luxurious 

reverfion 
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revcrfion in fome future world. A fingle 
couplet of the witty and profligate Earl of 
Rochefter, which in truth contains thejufteft 
fentiments, when joined with morality and. 
virtue, had now as univerfal an effeft, as the 
iong-winded puritanical fermons in the paft 
times, Englilhmen had now difcovered, that 
unan's proper aim was " life's happinefs," and 
Accordingly fet* about promoting all its con- 
veniences, all its comforts and - enjoyments, 
>Xvith a commendable alacrity. As of the mofl: 
ciiftinguiflied among thefe, Horfes were by no 
^means forgot. In order to promote emulation 
^mong the breeders, and with the judicious 
'X^iew of perfefting and extending a race of 
^iorfes, fit for the road, the chace, and the war, 
^^n additional encouragement was given to 
^orie-courfing, by the inftitution of royal 

and by an enlightened • policy, free 

xportation was allowed, the readied method 

f afliiring plenty of any commodity. From 

^hat period, to the middle of the prefent cen- 

'«ury, the fyftem of renovation from the diffe- 

Yent original foreign ftocks, has been occafion^ 

^ly adopted; the happy confequences have 

Ibeen, a decided fuperiority over the parent 

Aock, from whatever country; and an original 

1)reed of our own, of all denominations, oC 

Superior proportion, fpeed, power, and utility. 

This fuperiority Jiaving been for a long time 

. eftablifhed^ 
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eftablifbcd, it fhould feem (with forae li 
exceptions perhaps) that we have no Ion 
any tteceffity for recourfe to foreign ftock 
any defcription, with the view of imprc 
ment; that being in our power, even to 
higheft point of perfection, by judicious fe 
tions from our own native races. Indeed, 
importations of foreign Horfes of late ye 
have been made chiefly with the view of 
taihing ferviceable draft cattle, for immed: 
ufe, at more reafonable rates than they co 
be bred at home, rather than for the purp 
of breeding ; and this has been almoft intii 
confined to Flanders and Friezeland. 
importation of faddle-horfes has ever ta] 
place within the prefent century, that I kn 
of; as to the Arabians, Barbs, and ot 
foreign ftallions, formerly fo effential in ^ 
ftuds, they have for fome years ceafed td 
much in requeft, and there are now but few 
them in the country. The marks of t\ 
foreign origin are now diftinguifliable but 
very few of our Englifli Horfes, being lofl 
the proper charafleriftic form of the count 
which time, the influence of climate, gc 
provender, and. good care, have eftablifti 
Thus our racing ftock, although they hsfve 1 
{bmewhat in delicacy of fliin, and warmth 
temperament, have gained more fize, ful 
i>nd better proportion, more fpeed and coi 

nuan 
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iiuance, than the real Arabians ; and our cart- 

iiorfes, together with a peculiar charafteriftic 

rotundity of form, have acquired more beauty 

and greater a6livity, than the fpecies upon the 

c:ontinent from which they have defcended. 

The laddle-horfes of England are in requeft in 

foreign countries, on account of their uniting 

Superior aftion, with ftrength, proportion, and 

fceauty. No people in the world have ever 

fceen fo fond of fpeedy travelhng as the Englifli ; 

«f courfe, the attention of breeders has been no 

'^here elfe fo much direfted to the attainment 

^3f that particular (hape which is moft condu- 

■^^ive to aftion. The Spaniards of the old 

Xchool, who valued a Horfe in proportion to 

3tns fufceptibility of the manoeuvres of the 

jiding-houfe, were accuftomed to ftyle thofe 

^which excelled in fuch exercifes, hazedores, or 

Mdoers. We of this country, emphatically dif- 

"^inguifh thofe Horfes by the appellation of 

^oers, which are particularly endowed with 

'^ur favourite qualification — fpeed. 

The original breed of Englifh Horfes has 

ieen long fince entirely extinguiftied by that 

^neral improvement which has pervaded 

^very quarter of the country ; a curious obferv- 

^r may neverthelefs form a very good eftimate 

of its figure and merits, by examining our 

common road hacks, which fliew little or no 

niixture of foreign bloody and the lower kind 

of 
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of farmcrVhorfes, to the breed of which, Utdk 
or no attention has been paid. We are to 
except the Shetland ponies^ and a few remain* 
ing Scotch and Welch mountain hobbies, 
which are probably the fame race, in all re* 
fpefts, as when they were either firft created 
upon, or imported into the Ifland. Every 
body knows the Northern ponies are very 
fmall, very hardy and durable, and amazingly 
ftrong in proportion to their bulk* The torrid 
2ones, alio, produce a very diminutive fpeciea 
of the Horfe; fome of them in Guinea, and 
the Eaft Indies, are fcarce fuperior in fize to 
large dogs ; but, unlike their peers of the hardy 
regions of the North, they are weak, delicate, 
muliih, and almoft without ufe. The following 
anecdote of a poftman, and his little Horfe, 
is extrafted from that elaborate, and curi- 
ous work. Sir John Sinclair's ftatiftical ac- 
count of Scotland. ** A countryman, about 
five feet ten inches high, who died laft year, 
was employed by the Laird of Coll, as poll to 
Glafgow or Edinburgh. His ordinary burden 
thence to Coll was. fixteen ftone. Being once 
flopped at a toll, near Dumbarton, he bumo- 
roufly afked, whether he ftiould pay for a 
burden ; and upon being anfwered in the 
negative, carried his Horfe in his arms paft 
the toll." 

The Horfes of this country had, no doubt, 

arrived 
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arrived at the higheft point of perfe6lion, in the 
admired qualities of fpeed and ftrength, indivi« 
dually, long before the prefent time. For 
inftance^ we have no reafon to cxpcft that the 
fpeed, ftrength, and continuance of Childers 
and Eclipfe, as gallopers ; of Archer, and one 
or two others, as trotters; or the powers of 
certain cart*horfes, which have drawn fucK 
immenfe weights, and repeated fo many dead 
pulls, will ever be excelled. It feems not to be 
within the compafs of thofe powers of a6lion 
which nature has bellowed upon the Horfe, to 
gallop a mile in lefs time than a minute ; or to 
trot the fame diftance in lefs than three minutes, 
bating a few feconds. But animals, capable of 
fuch extraordinary feats, to be found nowhere 
elfe upon the face of the habitable globe, have 
ever been rarae aves even in England. To 
fpeak a truth, although w*e have maintained a 
fuperiority over other countries, for near a 
century, yet we have at no period been over- 
ftocked with good Horfcs ; nor are we at this 
inftant, although we have continued progref- 
fivcly to amend. The reafon of our defe6l I 
ihall bye and by endeavour to explain. The 
authors who beft underftood this branch of 
the fubjeft, particularly Bracken and Ofmer^ 
have made heavy complaints of the fcarcity of 
good Horfes in their days, and afligned their 
reafons for it. Since their time our improve- 
ments 
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ments have been wonderfully great, chiefly 
owing to the care of particular gentlemen 
breeders, and to the more general diffufion of 
racing blood, amongft our hunters, hacks, and 
coach-horfes. We certainly travel the roads 
now with as much expedition, as the nature of 
the poor animals who draw and carry us, will 
ever admit. What would Booth, the cele-* 
brated comedian fay, could he peep out of 
his grave, and fee the rapid whirling of our 
poftchaifes, and mail-coaches, who boafted 
that he was accuftomed to whip from Windfor 
to London in three hours, with a fet of horfes^ 
We have difcarded the old heavy, black, long- 
tailed, and no-tailed coach-horfe, which ufed 
to trudge on fo fteadily and painfully at the 
rate of five miles per hour, all day long, and 
replaced him with an elegant blood-like, full, 
and well-proportioned Nag, equally adapted to 
real fervice and parade, I am fpeaking chiefly 
of our higheft form of coach-horfes, which I 
conceive approach very near to the ftandard 
of perfeftion, from the judicious ufe made of 
the racing blood, by fome of our prefent 
breeders. We have, neverthelefs, but too many 
of the coach kind, with fcarce any other merit 
than a filken coat, and a fliew of blood; tall, 
leggyy fplatter-footed, of infufficient fubftance, 
and little ufe. ^ 

Our firft clafs of cart-horfes have, I appre- 
hend. 



iicdd, been bred up to too large a fize; a£live^ 

murcukur ftrength^ has been impt'dvidently 

£tcrificed to the momentum of mere bulk and 

w^bt, We bcfides, fee every day^ many of 

thefe much too high upon the leg; a &ult 

pretty general among all defcriptions of EngliQl 

cart-hoffeft« I do not fay that k abfolutely 

oeccfiary^ but I conceive it poffible, that in 

fi)ine countries^ our breed of cart-^horfes might 

be farther amended by a frefli recourfe to BeW 

giuoii the parent country^ The bed Flanders 

cattle^ which I have ieen^ are deeper^bodied^ 

vrith {harter^ flatter^ and more clean and ixnewy 

^cgs; than our own of the fame kind. 

It may be very fafely pronounced^ thatwct 

"ave had more good Horfes, of every defcrip* 

Uon, in the country, within the laft ten year^ 

^Han in any preceding tiroe$ but the numbct 

^>f fuch, hears not a& yet, any fair proportion ' 

^ith that of an inferior fort. We are xon- 

ftantly hearing thofe> who are the beft judges 

^f Hor(es» complaining of the great number 

tiey are under the neceffity of looking over^ 

"efore they can find one for the faddle^ of any 

^onfiderable degree of excellence, in any point 

pf view. Our national propenfity to faft rid^ 

^ng, no doubt, enhances the difficulty; but 

^Here are certainly too many of our faddle- 

Horfesj miferably ilWhaped and weak, or over-^ 

Wden with fubAance ill-placed ; in Ihqrt, calcu^ 
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hied to be rather a burden than any real 
benefit to their owner. The long and dif- 
couraging catalogue of the dekOs of Horfes, 
which every conrunfeur among us, is obliged 
to have at his finger's ends, obvkxifly ferves 
but too well to eftabhih what I have advanced 
as facl. If we are indebted to blood for all 
our advantages, it is equally certain^ that an 
injudicious ufe is too frequently made of it 
We obferve too much delicacy and pliability 
of finew, with too little bone and fubflance, m 
great numbers of thofe HoHes deflined to 
quick draft. The legs of fuch will fcarce ever 
accompany the carcafe in a proportional fhare 
of labour over turnpike roads. As to the 
refufe of our ftuds of race-horfes, it confifts 
i(fually of a parcel of half-got, delicate, weak, 
fpider-legged creatures, which it is a mifery to 
fee applied to any labour whatever. Our 
grand defideratum now is, fubflance well 
placed, which enfures both power and aftion; 
a deep and well-proportioned frame ; to fup- 
port thefe through the piece, bone under the 
knee, and tough feet. 

It will be no difficult matter, to adign fuffi- 
cient reafons, why Horfes of the above valu- 
able defcription are not more plentiful among 
us; or rather one reafon alone will fuffice. 
We owe our defefts to a total abfence of all 
regular principles in our general breeding 

fyflem. 
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Tyftem. The reader will perceive, that I leave 
out of the quefiion the few judicious and in- 
telligent breeders, from whofe laudable exer- 
tions, at different periods, we owe all that is 
valuable in our various races of Horfes. Thci 
bufinefs of ftock-breeding, which is properly 
fcicntific, and therefore requires the aid of 
philofophy and refleftion, is from neceflity, as 
it ftiould feem, the far greater part of it, in the 
hands of the moft ignorant and untutored^ 
perhaps the moft prejudiced and obftinate of 
mankind. It is a mere chance-medley affair* 
Does a countryman wifh to breed a Horfe? His 
folicitudie and attention, feldom extend farther 
than to the fize of the animals he choofes for 
Aatpurpofe; provided they be high enough^ 
large enough, and at hand, the bulinefs is 
done; the fpecies, and conformation of the 
Daare in particular, and her aptitude for the 
intended purpofe, are confiderations which 
feldom occur; or if they do, are ufually thrown 
^fide, as if they really bore no relation what- 
ever to the queftion. Now this happens to be 
Ae Dfioft important point of all others, without 
recurring to the general idea of the fuperior 
confequence of the female in the aflPair of pro- 
creation, for granting the ftallion to be. the* 
^"ough-fhaped and proper (and it is much like- 
her for a common breeder to find a good 
ftallion, than to poffefs a good brood-mare) 

H 2 yet 
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yet if the jnare *be defe£tke and iaMilty, t&ere 
can be no juft reaibn to expdEt, the produce 
will be perfe£L Not a few of our Horfes 
clearly evince, by their appearance, the proba* 
bility of inheritiDg their numerous defe6b9 bodi 
£tx>m lire and dam. I am forry Co remark, that 
thefe ftri3;iares, . not only apply to our general 
run of cafioal breeders throughout the country, 
but in a great meafure alio, to the confiderable 
ones of the northern, .itfttally fiyled the breeding- 
counties; and the reader will find thefe (en^ 
timents confirmed in the Yorkfhire Tour of 
the el^antand enlig^ened Mn Marihall. 

It refuks from thefe premifes, that our in«>- 
teQigent breeders have brought the Horfes o£ 
tlOs countxy to a fulEcient, or rather ^h^pfl 
to the higheft degr<;e of perfedionu The fined 
models of a^ denominations, both for besLUiy 
and ufe, are to be fetumd in En^nd. Ail 
that is now wanted, is a transfer of the bulk 
of the bufinefs of the ftud, from ignorant t^ 
intelligent hands; the certain confequence (^ 
which fortunate change would be, as great a 
plenty, as there is now a fcarcity, of good 
Horfes* There are, it is true, a formidable 
haft of difcouraging circumftaixces in thp train 
of the belli: concerted breeding plan, even 
where there is an ample range of proper land. 
Tke capital required to go into it, to any 
poent, is confiderable ; the requifite attentioB 

great 
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^grcait and conftant ^ for it is a bufinels which 
often fails from being trufted intirely to igno- 
oant grooms ; to reflef): upon the diftant period 
^to which a man muft attend the reward of his 
labour and expence^ and that after all, he may 
3mrchafe Hodes at mueh lefs coft than he can 
l^reed diiem, is difheartening. It is indeed truej, 
^tfaat the breeders of a great part of our Horfea 
^re not reimburfed the coft ; of which they 
^wouH be convinced, were they in the habits of 
<alciyation« But that objedion is of no vali-^ 
^ity aganft capital fiock, which mud inevit- 
4ibly, for a feries of years to come, command 
^h adequate price; and if we take into the 
^ueffion the univeirfal deftrudion of Horfes 
^roughout the whole continent, occafion^ by 
the prefent mod cruel and difaftrous war, and 
that they muft be, in part at leaft^ recruited 
£rom hence; I think it may be very fafely 
pronounced, that at no former period, was 
the pro(pe6): of breedmg fo inviting as at the 
prefent momenta 

Various complaints have been made againft 
the too great number of Horfes bred in £ng« 
land, which I believe to be totally groundlefe^ 
oa any account, as far as relates to Horfes 
intended fcMT the faddle, and quick draft; for 
which no other animals can be placed in fub- 
iUmtion ; as to cart-hories (the leaft ufeful of 
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the fpecies) fuch complaints are certainly 
juft. 

Of the Horses of foreign countries, 
I have a right to fay but little from my own 
experience ; and the relations of travellers, 
and of thofe who have improved upon them, 
are] intituled to little dependance, fmce none 
of them, that I can difcover, were good jockies. 
The celebrated Mr. Bruce, who plumes him- 
felf upon his ignorance of the turf, tells us of 
an excellent race of Horfes, which he found at 
Sennaar, fixteen hands high, at four years old ; 
if they continue to grow in that country, as 
long as with us, they muft be, no doubt, ftately 
animals at fix ; only fomewhat difficult to 
moiint. It is pretty generally agreed, however, 
of that traveller, that he was given to make 
ufe of the common privilege; to which, if 
we add his acknowledged want of Ikill in 
Horfes, we fhall be juftified in fubtrading 
fomewhat from his account of the height of 
thofe at Sennaar. 

Dr. Ruflel, in his natural hiftory of Aleppo, 
gives us as particular, and fatisfaftory an ac- 
count of the Horfes of the circumjacent coun- 
tries, as could be expefted ; and no doubt a 
Juft one, as far as it goes. He defcribes the 
Turkifli Horfes of a large make, and martial 
appearance ; the Arabs ipore flender, and lefs 
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ftewy, but beautifully turned, more fwift, and 

more hafdy. The Syrians he commends for 

their beauty and goodnefs ; and alfo for that 

remarkable gentlenefs of nature, familiarity 

with man, and docility, for which the Arabians 

are fo diftinguifhed ; the confequence, in fome 

meafure, no doubt, of that humanity and^kind- 

«efs, with which they are treated by their 

Rafters. 

The Eafterti Countries are feldom the theatre 
of change or improvement ; and their Horfes, 
It may be fairly prefumed, are much the fnme^ 
^n all refpefts, as in ancient times. Arabia, 
i^erfia, Syria, Egypt, Barbary, ftill continue 
the chief breeding countries, whence India, 
T'urkey, and various other parts, are fupplied. 

I have never feen but one Spanifh Horfe ; 
he was a cheftn\it, fixteen hands high, very 
much refembling our Yorkftiire half-bred 
Horfes, which are applied to the purpofe of 
getting coach cattle, arid ftrong nags. This 
Horfe was reprefented to me as of the beft 
race in Spain, but evidently (hewed to be of a 
mixed breed, his head being ill fet on, and his 
fliape, in general, irregular; his (houlder was 
tolerably well placed, his legs flat, and feet 
very good^ As to the famed Andalufian 
Horfes, and the jennets of Spain, I can find 
no account of them, but in old books, or late 
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writen who appear to have copied from 
them. 

Although there always have been, and I 
fuppofe are at prefent, confiderable breeding 
ftuds . in Germany, and m different parts of 
Europe, it does not appear that any great 
improv«nents have > been cffe6led ; on the 
contrary, in fome European countries the 
Horfes have degenerated, or they are eGlipfe4 
by the fuperior fame of thofe of England^ 
A Treatife on the different ftuds of Europe, 
was publiflied by M. Fluzard, in 1788: I 
have not feen the bode, but I muft own my 
expe^tions from it are not very fanguine; 
all that I have read upon the fubjefl, either in 
French, or from the Italian, being chiefly a 
repetition of the exploded notions and praflices 
of former times, with fome few additional par*^ 
ticulars, which, if new, are not a whit more to 
thepurpofe. 

Of the prefent ftate of the couriers, war- 
horfes, and coach-horfes of Naples, formerly 
fo celdDrated, I know nothing. 

The Germans and Swifs, are reprefented to 
pic as. a heavy, milhappen race, not remark* 
ably well fitted for aiiy purpofe. The Hun^ 
gariaps, and thofe bordering on the £aftera 
Countries, no doubt partake, in a degree, of 
ihfi fymmetry, fpeed, and goodjjefs of the Horfes 

of 
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of Ada; but I have often remarked a fingular 
deviation of naturfe from her general rule, in 
Horfes bred in Germany, and in different parts 
of the continent of Europe; they have ap- 
peared well proportioned, ^h the undoubted 
marks of Oriental origin, or what we term 
blood ; and yet, on trial, have exhibited no 
proofs the charafteriftic property — fpeed. 

The Horfes of France, although generally 
inferior hitherto, will, I conceive, one day, 
^ual our own in all refpefts. There is every 
ihing in the foil and climate of that great and 
glorious country to warrant fuch a fuppofition. 
X^ke attempts made by their fporting nobility 
^ few years paft, to breed racers, ill-judged and 
dKdire6led as they generally were, yet evi- 
dently proved their ability to rival us upon 
*hc turf; and the readied mode the Conven* 
^on can now adopt, to raife a fuperior breed 
of Horfes, for all purpofes (an objeft which 
they have much at heart) is to give encourage- 
ment to the noble and rational diverfion of 
Horle-racing. The Horfes of Normandy are, 
at prefent, as I am informed by a military 
friend, who ferved in France until the execu- 
tion of the king, upon an equality with the 
general run of our own. He defcribes them 
as bearing a refemblance to the ftock of Eclipfe, 
cheftnut^ with a blaze in the face, and white 
legs behind i good trotters^ afiive^ hardy, and 
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well fitted for the troop. They traveUed^ i 
feems, fometimes on their marches, feventy ant 
ei^ty miles per day. 

The countries upon the Baltic produc 
aftive, hardy, clean-limbed faddle Hc^fe 
perhaps an origin^ race, without any mix 
tore of Afiatic blood* Such as I have lee 
from Norway, were dun-coloured, fmall, bii 
thick-fet, and very well (haped. I have know 
good flock railed from Norway mares, an< 
our bred Horfes. I have heard of capita 
trotters, and of good fize, in Sweden a» 
Ruffia. 

In the vaft plains of South America, wher 
European induftry and tyranny have not yc 
penetrated, it is well known there are numei 
ous herds of wild Horfes, in the original ftat 
of nature. Thefe have increafed to their pre 
fent numbers, from a few put on fhore b; 
the Spaniards, more than two centuries age 
Although the produce of Spanifh ftock, for 
merly held in fuch high eftimation, they an 
reprefented by thofe who have feen them o 
late years, as fmall, thick-headed^ and ill 
{haped. I have my doubts of the exiftence o 
wild Horfes, in any other part of the world. 

Our brethren of the United States of Nortl 
America, well aware of the confequence o 
this excellent animal to the interefts, and th< 
comforts of human fociety, have been, for ? 
. . numbe 
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number of years, taking the proper fteps to 
replenifti their extenfive and fertile regions 
with a race of Horfes worthy of them. They 
have occafionally imported fome of the bed 
bred ftallions and mares, from this country. 
The famous Shark, which was perhaps, after 
Childers and Eclipfe, the beft Horfe that ever 
ran over Englifh ground ; which beat all the 
Horfes of his time, both fpeedy and flout, each 
, at their own game, and won his owner twenty 
thoufand guineas, has for fome years continued 
to ftock the plains of Virginia with high 
racing blood. I am credibly informed, that 
a noble lord, of great celebrity in the annals of 
the turf, offered ten thoufand guineas for this 
famous Horfe, the day on which he was finally 
withdrawn from his labours, covered with the 
honours of the courfe. In the Jerfies, Tallyho, 
afonof Highflyer, and feveral well-bred Horfes, 
cover with great fuccefs, and to the confider- 
able emolument of their owners^ A fporting 
friend of mine, who was in America during 
the late unfortunate war, defcribed their faddle- 
horfes, as a light, fpider-legged, fickle-hammed 
race, with much more aftivity than lafl:ing 
goodnefs, refembling the worft of our half- 
breds. Briflbt, who travelled thofe countries 
afterwards, and mentions the great exertions 
of their flages upon the road, extending fome^- 
fiWK to ninety-fix miles in a day, feems to 

think 
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think their Horfes inadequate in ftrength, and 
that the care beftowed upon them, and the 
keep, are by no means fufficient. But there 
can be no doubt, that the late great emigra- 
tions from Yorkfhire, with fome of the befl 
tattle, will alfo import into America, the juft 
and generous ftable-oeconomy of old Eng- 
land. 

The few hacks and hunters of Ireland, 
which have come under ray obfervation, ap- 
peared to me to vary no otherwift from Eng- 
lifh-bred Horfes, than that they were fomewhat 
more flim, and fharper built; perhaps they 
have naturally a little more fire. The follow- 
ing account of the prefent ftate of Equeflrian 
affairs in Ireland, I rieceived in April 179^, 
from a man who has had more than forty 
years experience in Horfes ; and who had re- 
turned the preceding week from Dubfib, 
where he had refided a confiderable time, as 
an afliftant at one of the Horfe Repofitories. 
^ They have few or none of thofe large cart-- 
horfes fo common in this country ; thofe they 
have, for the moft part, ill-ftiaped, loofe, and 
kggy. Their faddle-horfes naturally as good 
as ours ; but, in general, poorly kept, worfe 
groomed, and ftill worfe fhod. In the latter 
refpeflt, they are thirty years behind us ; the 
feet of their hacks, even in Dublin, -being 
torn to pieces by weight of iron, and nails like 

fkewers* 
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(kewers. Their hunters the higheft leapers 
in the 'world, being trained to it from their 
being firft bitted. Prices confiderably under 
oars ; good coaching-iike nags, and chapmensT 
HorTes, being ibid at the repofitc^ies for ten 
or twelve pounds each. They excel even the 
good . people of England, in anticipating the 
fti^ngtfa d their Horles, and wearing them out 
early ; and deem them aged at the fixth year. 
Their hay ill-made, fpoiled by {landing too 
kmg before the grais is cut, and afterwards^ 
by i30t being flacked. It is carried loofe to 
market. General want of indullry among the 
irifii, and tlie rage of fetting up for JantUmm^ 
U> univerial and contagious, that no fooner has 
a man acquired a few hundred pounds, by ihe 
exertion of an unfafhionabie induflry, thajoi he 
(corns to turn his attention to any thing farther* 
than the readieft means of fpending it. Freight 
of Horfes to Park-gate, two guineas each.** 

I imreat the good citizens of Ireland, to ex- 
cufe'my detailing the above uq&vourable par- 
ticulars, and to oblcrve, that I fpeak mereijft 
from the report of another. If tb^ pifture be 
f<die or overcharged (which my partiality for 
the gallant charafter of the Irifh makes mc 
anxioufly wifh) they will pafs it over with n 
forbearing fmile ; if in any refpeft true, their 
ferious refleftions upon it, will prove the firft 
ftep towards amendment. 

Ifliall 
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I (hall now (after a few preliminary remarks}, 
prefent the reader with a general defcripticm 
of the external conformation cf the Horle, 
grounded, I conceive, upon juft principles of 
theory, and confirmed by experience. By a 
general defcription, I would be underftood to 
intend fuch an one, as is equally applicable 
to the racer, and the cart-horle ; the particulars 
wherein they differ, will be explained in the 
courfe of the work, under the diftind heads. 
In laying down certain rules, as the fiandard 
of beauty and proportion in Horfes, human 
judgment has, no doubt, been guided by the 
obfervation of the beft natural models ; thele 
have been originally furnifhed by the couriers 
of Arabia, according to all hiftory and tradi* 
tion, the oldeft breed in the world, and proved, 
from all experience, to be the beft fliaped. I 
have already obferved upon' the ingenuity of 
thofe geometrical rules and calculations, adopt- 
ed in the French veterinary fchools, for the 
purpofe of fixing a ftandard of juft proportions 
for the Horfe ; and had I room to fpare, I 
fliould borrow' them of Saintbel, who has freely 
borrowed of other authors, both French and 
Englifti ; but it does not come within my plan 
to be fo mathematically exa6l. 

The HEAD OF A Horse fhould be void of 
flefh, and for length and fize, appear to hold fair 
proportion with the fize of his body ; his eye 

fulU 



ON THE HORSE IN GENERAL. Ill 

Full, and fomewhat prominent ; eye-lids thin 
and dry ; ears thin, harrow, ereft, of middling 
length, and not diftant from each other ; fore- 
head flat, not too large or fquare, and running 
nearly in a flrai^t line, to the muzzle, which 
fhould be fmall and fine ; noilrils capacious ; 
lips thin ; mouth of fuBicient depth, and the 
tongue not too large ; the jaw-bones wide at 
top, where they join the neck ; the head not 
abruptly affixed to the extremity of the neck, 
but with a moderate curve and tapering of the 
latter* 

The NECK mufl be of moderate, not too 
great length, nor too thick and grofs on the 
upper part, nor too large and deep, but rifing 
from the withers or forehand, and afterwards 
declining and tapering at the extremity, it will 
form fomewhat of an arch ; underneath, the 
neck fhould be flraight from the chefl, and 
by no means convex, or bellying out. 

The SHOULDERS capacious, and of large 
extent, fo as to appear the mofl confpicuous 
part of the body,, but without being loaded 
with flefh ; they fhould reach fairly to the top 
of the withers, which mufl be well raifed ; the 
chefl fhould be fufficiently full, not narrow or 
pinched. 

The BODY deep and fubflantial; back a 
plane of good width, but handfomely rounded ; 
back-bone flraight, or with a trifling inclination, 

and 
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and not too (hort ; loins wide, and the mufcles 
of the reins, or fillets, full, and fwelling on eadb 
fide the back-bbne ; the fpacc fufficient between 
,tbe ribs and hip*-bones, the bones themfelv€» 
round, and the buttocks deep and oval ; the 
rump level with, or not too much elevated 
above, the height of 4ie withers; the croup 
mud have reafonable fpace, and not fink too 
fuddenly, in which cafe, the tail would be fct 
on too low, which ought to be nearly on a 
level with the backt 

The HINDER QUARTERS fiiould fprcad to a 
wider extent than, the fore-parts, and the hind- 
feet ftand farther afunder than thofe before j 
the thighs {hould be ftraight, large, mufcular,' 
and of confiderable length ; the hock wide and 
clean, the (hank not too Jong, but flat, and of 
fufficient fubftance, its finew large and diftin£l, 
the fetlocks long ; the hocks fhould form an 
angle, of fuch extent, as to place the feet im^ 
mediately under the flanks. The fore-arms, 
like the thighs, (hould be large, mufcular, and 
of good length, the elbows not turning oufe* 
wards ; the knees large and lean ; the (hank, or 
cannon-bone, flat, ftrong, and not too long; 
the tendon large ; the fore-arm and (hank, muft 
form nearly a ftraight line ; fetlock-joints larger 
and clean i patterns inclining to a certain de- 
gree, not too long, but large in proporticwi to 
thcnr length; the coronary rings not thick, 

or 
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or fwelled, but clean> dry, and hairy ; the feet 
neither too high, nor too flat, and of fize ap- 
parently a fufficient bafe for the weight they 
have to fuftain; hoofs of colour dark and 
fliiriing; without feams or wrinkles, tough and ^ 
ftrong, not hajjl like oak ; foot internally con- 
cave, foal hard, but not flirunk, heels wide, 
and of middling height; frog not too large 
or flefliy, but tough and found; the feet of 
equal fize, fliould ftand exaftly parallel, fo that 
the front or toe incline neither inward nor 
outward; the fore-feet fliould ftand perpen- 
dicular to the cheft, not too much under it, 
and they fliould be lefs wide apart tlian the 
fore-arms ; the legs fliould not be loaded with 
hair. 

The AGE OF A HORSE, it is fufficiently 

^eil-known, is only determinable with preci- 

fion by his teeth; and that rule fails after a 

Certain period, and is fometimes equivocal and 

Uncertain, even within that period. A Horfe, 

^as forty teeth; namely, twenty-four double 

^^eth or grinders, four tuflies,^ or fingle teeth, 

^nd twelve front teeth, or gatherers. Mares 

i^avenotuflies, in general. The mark, which 

^ifcovers the age, is to be found in the front 

^eeth, next the tuflies.. In a few weeks, with 

fome, the foal's twelve fore teeth begin to 

ftoot; thefe are fliort, round, white, and eafily 

diftinguifliable from the adult or Horfes teeth, 
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with which they come afterwards to be mixedrf. 
At fome period between two and three years 
old, the coh changes his teeth; that is to fay, 
he {beds the four riiiddle fore teeth, two above, 
and two below, which are fome time after 
replaced with Horfes teeth. After three yearfr 
old, two others are changed, one on each fide 
the former ; he has then eight colt's, and four 
horfes teeth. After four years old, he cuts 
four new teeth, one on each fide thofe laft 
replaced, and has at that age, eight horfe's, 
and four foal's teeth. Thefe laft new teeth 
are flow growers, compared with the preced- 
ing ; they are the corner teeth, next the tufhes, 
are called pincers, and are thofe which bear 
the mark ; this mark confifts in the tooth being 
hollow, and in the cavity bearing a black fpot, 
refembling the eye of a bean. At foi^r years 
and a half old, thefe mark teeth are juft vifible 
above the gum, and the cavity is very confpi- 
cuous. At five years old, the Horfe (beds his 
remaining four colt's teeth, and his tuflies 
appear. At fix, his tufties are up, and appear 
white, fmall, and fliarp; near about which, is 
pbfervable a fmall circle of young growing 
flefti ; the Horfes mouth is now complete, and 
the black mark has arrived at, or very near 
the upper extremity of the corner teeth. At 
feven, the two middle teeth fill up. Between 
the feventh and eighth year, all the teeth are 

filled 
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filled up^ the black mark hath vanifhed, and 
the Horfe.is then faid to be aged^ and his 
mouth full. 

a 

From that time forward, the age of the 
JHorfe can only be gueffed at from certain 
indications ; but thefe gueffes are ufually made 
\vith confiderable accuracy by experienced 
people. If his teeth (hut clofe, and meet even, 
are tolerably white, not over long, and his 
gums appear plump, you may conclude he is 
n6t*yet nine years old. At that age, and as 
he advances, his teeth become yellow and 
foul, and appear to lengthen, from the (hrink- 
ing and receding of the gums. The tuflies 
are blunt at nine; but at ten years old, the 
cavity or channel in the upper tufties, until 
that period to be felt by the finger, are intirely 
filled up. At eleven, the teeth will be very 
long, black, and foul ; but will generally meet 
even; at twelve his upper-jaw teeth will over- 
hang the nether; at thirteen and upwards, his 
tuflies will be either worn to the flumps, or 
long, black, and foul, like thofe of an old boar. 
Befides thofe exhibited by the mouth, nature 
ever fumiflies variety of fignals, denoting the 
approach of old age and decay, throughout 
the bodies of all animals. After a Horfe has 
paft his prime, a hollownefe of his temples will 
be perceived, his mufcles will be continually^ 
lofing fomething of their plumpnefs, and his 
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hair that glofs and burnilh, which is the ch^-ac- 
teriftic of youth and prime ; it will look dead, 
faded, or entirely lofe its colour, in various 
parts. In proportion to the excefs of thefe 
appearances, will be the Horfe's age. 

The following, are atnong the devices prac- 
tifed by a fet of unfeeling rafcals, who have no 
other rule of conduft than their fuppofed 
intereft, to counterfeit the marks of age in 
Horfes. At four years old, they will frequent- 
ly knock out the remaining colt's teeth, in order 
to make the Horfe appear five ; but you will 
be convinced of the fraud, by the non-ap- 
pearance of the tulhes ; and if it be a mare, by 
the ftiortnefs and fmallnefs of the corner teeth, 
and indeed of the teeth in general. To give 
an old horfe the mark, is termed, to bifhop 
him ; of the derivation of this term, I have no 
knowledge. They burn a hole in each of the 
corner teeth, and make the (hell fine and thin^ 
with fome iron inftrument ; fcraping all the teeth, 
to make them white; fometimes they even file 
them all down fhortand even. To this they 
add another operation ; they pierce the (kin. 
over the hollows of the eye, and blow it up 
with a quil : biit fuch manoeuvres can deceive 
only the inexperienced, and in cafe of difpute 
would be detefted in an inftant. 
• Of the colours of Horfes, nothing in my" 
opinion can be faid more to the purpofe, thaim 

to 
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to repeat an adage of old Bracken, ** A good 
horfe is never of a' bad colour." Modern light 
and experience, have been happily employed 
in detefling and exploding the theoretic 
whimfeys of antiquity, upon almoft all fubjefts i 
among the reft, upon that of attributing this or 
that, good or evil quality, or temperament, to 
the colour of a horfe. All that I am war- 
ranted in faying, from my own obfervation, is, 
that I have feen more bad Horfes, of all kinds, 
among the light bays, with light-coloured legs 
and muzzle, than amongft any other colours ; 
and the moft good faddle and coach-horfes, 
among the common bays, with black legs and 
manes, and the chocolate browns. This, in all 
probability, has been accidental. 



CHAR III. 

ON THE RIGHTS OF BEASTS. 

E'en the poor beetle, that we tread upon, 
In corporal fuff 'ranee feels a pang as great, 
As when a giant dies — — — 

NOTWITHSTANDING the conftant and 
profefTed averlion of a confiderable part 
of mankind, to the difcuffion of abftra6l princi- 
ples, it appears to me an axiom^ that truth, be 
whatever the fubjeft, is to be difcovered by 
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no other mean; and that they who form a 
judgment upon a 1^ lajXHired procefs, will 
obtain only a fuperficial knowledge, which 
may urge them to determinations, in oppo* 
(ition to the laws of juftice and humanity, and 
to the general inteiefts of ibciety, with which 
thdr own muft be neceflarily involved. This 
obfervation applies materially to the fubje6l 
before us. The barbarous, unfeeling, and 
capricious condu6l of man to the brute crea- 
tion, has been the reproach of every age and 
nation. Whence does it originate? How 
happens it, that fo large a portion of cruelty 
remains to tamifh the glory of the prefent 
enlightened times, and even to fully the Eng- 
lifti charafter, fo univcrfally renowned for the 
fofter feelings of humanity ? We are to fearch 
for the caufe of this odious vice, rather in 
cuftom, which flatters the indolence of man, 
by faving hira the trouble of inveftigation, and 
in the defeft of early tuition, than in a natural 
want of fenfibility in the human heart, or in 
the demands of human intereft. 

It has ever been, and ftill is, the invariable 
cuftom of the bulk of mankind, not even ex* 
cepting legiflators, both religious and civil, to 
look upon brutes as mere machines ; animated 
yet without fouls ; endowed with feelings, but 
mterly devoid of rights; and placed withoul 
the pale of juftice. From thefe fuppofed de- 

fe6isj 
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fefts, and from the idea, ill underftood, of their 
being created merely for the ufe and pur- 
pofes of man, have the feelings of beafts, their 
lawful, that is, natural interefts and welfare, 
been facrificed to his convenience, his cruelty, 
or his caprice. 

It i^ but too eafy to demonftrate, by a feries 
of melancholy fafts, that brute creatures are not 
yet in.the contemplation of any people, reck- 
oned within the fcheme of general juftiqe; 
that they reap only the benefit of a partial, 
and inefficacious kind of compaffion. Yet it 
is eafy to prove, by analogies drawn from our 
own, that they alfo, have fouls ; and perfeftly 
confident with reafon, to ipfer a gradation of 
intdleH, from the fpark which animates the 
moft minute mortal exiguity, up to the fum of 
infinite intelligence, or the general foul of the 
univerfe. By a recurrence to principles, it will 
appear, that life, intelligence, and feeling, he- 
ceffarily imply rights. Juftice, in which are 
included mercy, or compaffion, obvioufly refer 
to fenfe and feeling. Now is the effence of 
juftice divifible? Can there be one kind of 
juftice for men, and another for brutes? Or is 
feeling in them a different thing to what it is in 
ourfelves? Is not a beaft produced by the fame 
rule, and in the fame order of generation with 
ourfelves ? Is not his body nourifhed by the fame 
food, hurt by the fame injuries ; his mi^d actuated 
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by the fame paflions arid afFeftions which ani- 
mate the human breaft ; and does not he alfo, at 
laft, mingle his duft with ours, and in like man- 
ner furrender up the vital fpark to the aggre- 
gate, or fountain of intelligence? Is this fpark, 
or foul, to perifli becaufe it chanced to belong 
to a beaft? Is it to become annihilate? Tell me, 
learned philofophers, how that may poffibly 
happen. 

If you deny unto beafts their rights, and 
abandon them to the fimple difcretion of man, 
in all cafes, without remedy, you defraud them 
of thofe benefits and advantages, acceded to 
them by nature herfelf, and commit a heinous 
trefpafs againft her pofitive ordinances, as 
founded on natural juftice. You deprive them, 
in a great meafure, even of compaflion. But 
previous to an attempt to vindicate the rights 
of animals, it is no doubt neceffary to deter- 
mine, fpecifically, in what they confift. They 
arife then, fpontaneoufly, from the confcience, 
or fenfe of moral obligation in man, who is in- 
difpenfibly bound to beftow upon animals, in 
return for the benefit he derives from their fer- 
vices, " good and fufficient nourifhment, com- 
fortable flielter, and merciful treatment; to 
commit no wanton outrage upon their feelings, 
whilft alive, and to put them to the fpeedieft 
and leaft painful death, when it (hall be necef- 
fary to deprive them of life." It is a lamenta- 
ble 
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ble truth, that the breach of thefe obligations 
lias ever been attended with impunity here ; 
but if we fuppofe that fuch will be the cafe 
liereafter, the very foundation of the do6lrine 
of future rewards and punifhments is at once 
IVept away. La morte ejlfommeil eterneL We 
inaay as well, at once, adopt the imperfeft prin- 
ciple of Diderot, who, in his Jean le Fatalijie^ 
inftrufts us, that " could we take a view of the 
<z:hain of caufes and effefts which conftitutes the 
1 ife of an individual, from the firft inftant of 
liis birth to his laft breath, we fhould be con- 
"vinced that he has done no one thing, but what 
Jie was neceflarily compelled to do.'* 

I am aware of a fmall feft o^Bramins among 
Xis, who are difpofed to proceed a ftep beyond 
»ne, and to deny that nature has conferred any 
uch right on man, as that of taking the lives of 
nimals, or of eating their flefh. Thefe, I fup- 
j)ofe, are the legitimate defcendants of the faints 
f Butler's days, who were for 

abolifliing black-pudding, ^ 



And eating nothing with the blood in. 

Certain philofophers there are alfo, in Para- 
guay (if travellers may be depended upon) who 
"will not eat fheep, left they Ihould get children 
covered with wool ; a very rational apprehen- 
iion, a priori, no doubt. Noxious and danger- 
ous animals, I fuppofe, are included in this fyf- 

tem 
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tern of extreme fenfibility ; and in order to 
carry it to full perfeftion, it would become ne- 
ceflTary to build hofpitals for lice and fleas. It 
is true, every cuftom, however ancient or uni- 
verfally eftablifhed, ought to be fubjefjt to the 
tribunal of reafon ; and this, of killing and 
feeding upon the flefh of animals will, I appre- 
hend, abide the fevereft fcrutiny. Nature her- 
felf, by rendering it neceffary, has eftabliflied the 
legality of putting a period to harmful or ufelefs 
exiftence ; (he has alfo eftablifhed the carnivo- 
rous fyftem upon the fame foundation ; and the 
pretended fuperior falubrity to man, of feedii^ 
entirely upon the fruits of the earth, is war- 
ranted by neither reafon nor experience. By 
the fcheme of univerfal providence, the fervices 
between man and beaft are intended to be re- 
ciprocal ; and the greater part of the latter can 
by no other means requite human labour and 
care, than by the forfeiture of life. Were it 
not permitted to man to deftroy animals> it is 
evident they would overftock the earth ; and in 
numberlefs cafes, it is an aft of mercy to take 
their lives. 

Thus much for the theory of right, in am- 
mals ; which, I trufl, will not be controverted 
by thofe of found minds, and feeling hearts, to 
whom this chapter is more particularly addrefl*- 
ed. But the bare acknowledgment of the 
right, will be but of fmall avail to the unfortu- 
nate 
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nate objefts of our folicitude, unlefs fome mode 
of praftical remedy can alfo be devifed. On 
that head I fhall venture to deliver my fenti- 
ments. 

The grand fource of the unmerited and fu- 
perfluous mifery of beafts, exifts, in my opi- 
nion, in a defeft in the conftitution of all com- 
munities. No human government, I believe, 
has ever recognized the jus animalium, which 
furely ought to form a part of the jurifprudence 
of every fyftem, founded on the principles of 
juftice and humanity. The fimple right of 
thcfe four-legged, and mute citizens, hath al- 
ready been difcuffed. Experience plainly de- 
HKmftrates the inefficacy of mefe morality to 
pi^vent aggreflion, and the neceffity of coer- 
<^ive laws for the fecurity of rights.. I therefore 
l^t'opofe, that the Rights of Beafts be formally 
acknowledged by the ftate, and that a law be 
framed upon that principle, to guard and pro- 
*^6l them from afts of flagrant and wanton 
^^^^^eky, whether committed by their owners or 
pt.liers. As the law ftands at prcfent, no man 
^ punilhable for an aft of the moft extreme 
^^^ciieity to a brute animal, but upon the princi- 
ple of an injury done to the property of an- 
other ; of courfe the Owner of a bcaft has the 
tocit allowance of the law to inflift upon it, if 
^e (hall fo pleafe, the moft horrid barbarities. If 
*uch enormities had never been, or were not 

now 
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now too frequently perpetrated, thefe fpeculan 
tions had never feen the light. 

In the trial of William Parker (July fefTions^ 
1794J for tearing out the tongue of a mare, 
Mr. Juftice Heath faid, " In order to convift a 
man for barbarous treatment of a beaft, it was 
neceffary it fhould appear, that he had malice 
towards the profecutor." Thus we fee, had the 
mare been the property of this fiend, he had 
efcaped punifhment. In November, 1793, two 
Manchefter butchers were convifted in the pe- 
nalty of twenty {hillings each, for cutting ofif 
the feet of living ftieep, and driving them 
through the ftreets. Had the fheep been their 
own property, they might, with impunity, 
either have diffefted them alive, or burned them 
alive ; particularly, if in imitation of certain 
examples, they could have made any allegation 
of profit. A butcher, in * * * * ftreet, has been 
more than once feen to hang a poor calf up 
alive, with the gambrill ftuck through its fi- 
news, and the rope thruft through its noftrils, 
until the bleating of the tortured animal has 
difturbed the neighbourhood. But who Ihall 
prevent this man, feeing he does but torture his 
own property, for his own amufement and fa- 
tisfaftion? Whilfl: I am writing this, I have re- 
ceived information of a poor horfe's tongue 
having been cut out^ and of feveral cattle hav- 
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ing been hamftrung, and otherwife treated with 
the moft diabolical craelty. 

It refults fr6m fuch premifes, that unlefs you 
make legal and formal recognition of the Rights 
of Bealls, you cannot punifti cruelty and ag- 
gtdfion, without trefpaffing upon right of pro- 
perty. Diveft property of the ufurped and fic- 
titious addition to its right, and you have the 
means of protefting animals, and fecuring the 
deareft interefts of morality. 

A law of this nature would effeftually fweep 

away all thofe hellifti nuifances, mifcalled fports ; 

fuch as the baiting and torturing animals to 

death, throwing at cocks, hunting tame ducks, 

fometimes with a wretched owl faftened to their 

backs, eating live cats, and the like ; in which 

favage exercitations, the unnatural and prepof- 

^erous idea is foftered and encouraged, that one 

^nimal can derive fportive and plealing fenfa- 

^^ons, from witnefling the lingering tortures and 

^^cruciated fenfibility of another. An idea in 

^hich human reafon is totally overfet by bar- 

'^^rous cuftom ; and a (ignal one, among innu- 

'^crable proofs, of the neceffity of a perpetual 

^^courfe to firft principles. 

No true and lawful, that is to fay, rational, 
^^fiil, and delightful fports, would be inter- 
yvipted by this regulation, but rather confirmed, 
^Ixiftrated, and improved. No right of pro- 
perty would be infringed in the fmalleft degree. 

The 
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The manners of a people are neceflarily formed 
by the government under which they live ; and 
an injunftion proceeding from fuch high au- 
thority, in fupport of natural juftice, and in fa- 
vour of the helplefs and unoffending part of 
the creation, would, in proccfs of time, have 
the happieft influence upon the feelings and 
moral conduft of men. It would be the firft 
ftep towards thofe auxiliary meafures neceflary 
to render the fyftem of humanity effeftual and 
complete; yhich are, to make the rights of 
beafts a material branch of education, and to 
afford a fanftion to thofe who are emulous to 
Hand forward volunteers in the noble caufe of 
jullice and mercy. 

It is now neceflkry to attend to the praftical 
part of the fubje6l, to adduce fuch examples as 
experience and recolleftion may fuggefl, and to 
afford fuch hints, as I hope, I may flatter rtiy-* 
felf will jjToduce fome fmall tendency towards 
the defired reformation. J have been by no 
mean^^s unmindful, from the beginning of this 
chapter, of the cenfure and ridicule to which I 
am expofing myfelf from the indolent, the pre- 
judiced, and the naturally hard-hearted ; and it 
is pl||^nt to refle61, that without doubt, fuch 
have Ifready in their ideas, provided me, with a 
fnug corner in the holy temple of Methodifir, 
But I afTure myfelf, that the humane and phi- 
lofophic will fupport, with their countenance, 

the 
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the man, who is engaged in defending the caufe 
of the innocent, the helplefs, and the opprefTed ; 
and even if otherwife, I will place my foot upoa 
the everlafting pillar of truth, ftill open to con- 
viftion ; no, I will look down with the calmed 
iodifference upon all fuch animadverfions as are 
the refult of precipitant thinking, or intereftcd 
fopbiftry. Befides, the time is arrived, when 
we all ought to challenge the right of fpeaking 
our minds freely, and without referve^ be what- 
ever the fubjeft. There is no other road ^to 
truth and reformation. Let us pledge our- 
felves, one and all, to follow it. 

Of all things in the world, however, let me 
not be fufpefted of deliring to abridge the plea- 
fures and enjoyments of life ; on the contrary, 
I (hall be found, in the courfe of this work, a 
willing, although perhaps a weak advocate, for 
all thofe fports which infpire mirth and hila- 
rity, and promote health, by fteeling the confti- 
tution with pleafing labour. It requires only a 
juft turn of thinking, and a due contempt for 
blind and fto.lid cuftom, to feel convinced, that 
pleafurable fenfations and cruelty are incom- 
patible. 

Nature feems to have divided human, and 
even brute minds, into two claffes ; fuch as are 
indifferetit to, or have a hearty contempt for 
helpleffnefs and diftrefs; and fuch, whofe hearts^ 
are ever attrafted by fuffering misfortune, and 

who. 
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who, from a natural impulfe, range themfelvcs 
by its fide. Thefe laft have hitherto been inva- 
riably in the minority. The majority, or meti 
of the concrete, who deteft ab(lra6l principles^ 
and who wifh to keep things as they find thero, 
will infill upon the impoffibility of ameliorating 
the condition of brutes, and therefore they wmU 
not attempt it. They will alledge, that all ani- 
mals are naturally in a fl:ate of warfare, and 
prey upou each other ; that compaflion feems 
exQluded from the fyftem of nature, and there- 
fore they infer no neceflity for it. They may 
fay with Hume, " they know not by what prin- 
ciple brutes, claim jullice at our hands/' Be- 
caufe a certain portion of evil is neceffary and' 
unavoidable, they are too indolent to be at the 
pains of difcrimination, to determine how much 
the mafs may pofiibly be reduced ; the obvious 
impoffibility of attaining perfeftion difheartens 
them, and prevents all effort. But there is a 
duty attached to the very nature of man, and 
although the moft important of .^11 others, per- 
petually overlooked ; it behoves us in all things, 
to make the neareft poffible approach to per- 
leftion. We cannot prevent the misfortunes 
of beafts ; they muft have their fliare of fuffer- 
ing ; but let us permit no unneceffary or wan- 
ton additions to that load, fufficiently heavy, 
which nature has impofed. Material nature is 
brute and indifcriminating, until its blind and 

headlong 
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headlong energies are illumined and regulated 
by the reafoning faculty, which is deftined to 
expand and improve by ufe and culture ; and 
the firft fentiment of a good heart will be thofe 
of pride and exultation, at the fenfe of its fupe- 
riority over the mere animal fyftem. 

Whilft the idea is fuffered to prevail, that 
pleafure, or profit, may be lawfully derived 
from the inoft barbarous outrages on the feel- 
ings of brutes, it is vain to expeft reformation. 
For inftance, if a furgeon may lawfully diffeft 
a wretched animal alive, or by ftudioufly 
wounding its moll fenfible parts, keep it in a 
continued ftate of the moll exquifite and ago- 
nizing torture, even for whole days and nights, 
under the pretext of making an experiment for 
the profit of fcience; it is certain that the feel- 
ings of animals will never be permitted to Hand 
in the way, when profit of any kind is the ob- 
je£l ; not only that the general principle (which 
is in its nature univerfal and unalterable) will 
then fully authorize the praftice, but that the 
bulk of mankind, the mere creatures of cuf- 
torn, will be but too ready, in all collaterals, 
to follow the example. 

There is a certain dangerous fpecies of fo- 
phiftry, of which the men of all ages have been 
the dupes and the viftims ; it is that of judging, 
in the moft important of all points, by an erro- 
nepus analogy : becaufe they. perceive it to be 

VOL. I. K a duty 
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a duty to moderate their own appetites, and 
that nature has left all indifferent matters to be 
regulated by their difcretion, they fuppofe they 
may make equally free with elements or prin- 
ciples, as with their acceffories. Hence the ab- 
furdity of that fagacious praftice, fo highly 
vaunted by fophifts, of moderating and fitting 
principles for human ufe, inftead of fitting the 
human mind for the reception of true princi- 
ples. The danger of this praftice is ufually 
diftant, and feldom defcried ; it fupervenes, by 
degrees, but never fails in the end, to fall upon 
mankind with accumulated force. Are men, 
for example, to afTume the liberty of mode- 
rating (that is to fay, ufing at difcretion) bar- 
barity, or common honefty? Are we to teach, 
that in certain cafes of interefl, barbarity is al- 
lowable ; and in others, that it is dangerous to 
be honeft over-much ? He who calls for a de- 
finition of barbarity, of common honefty,/ or of 
truth, is either a weak man, or very deC^rous of 
becoming a fophift. The principle of truth 
is indivifible ; if you detraft one fingle atom 
from the golden circle, the whole effence is de- 
ftroyed, and the error univerfally, altJiough— 
perhaps gradually, pervades the moral world.^ 
As an analogy ready at hand, the permiflioiBv 
given to the trade in human Haves, makes at 
obvious breach in the principle of juftice, an 
pofitively authorizes univerfal rapine. To pleai^ 

, . eith^r^^ 
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ither law or cuftom, in fuch cafes, is futile ; 
either of them being obligatory, when in op- 
ofition to the principle of juftice. The per* 
etrators of injuftice and cruelty againft men, 
re no longer fafe, than they can hold the fword 
ft in their own hands ; the inftant it falls (and 
ey hold it by a moft precarious tenure) the 
oint turns towards themfelves, and they meet 
eir reward — ^but are we bafe enough to heap 
€b of cruelty upon brutes, becaufe we know 
ey are helplefs, and cannot retaliate ? 
It will be eafily perceived, that I am decrying 
^ voluntary departure from principles ; a legiti^ 
rr^ate neceffity, and fuch can never be miftaken, 
fc>nning no part of the queftion. If cruelty be 
^^Uowable in any cafe towards brutes, it alfo in- 
volves human creatures; the gradation is much 
^^fier than may be imagined, and the example 
Contagious. We know that Hierophilus dif. 
'^Ged men alive. What heart fo hard, as not 
^o melt at the recital of that tremendous aft of 
c^^elty, perpetrated by the mercilefs fiend 
^^rrhafius ? — " When Philip of Macedon had 
^^Icen Olynthus, and had configned the inhabi- 
^nts to flavery , Parrhafius, the Athenian painter, 
^ho had refided in the Macedonian camp, walk- 
ing among the ruins of the place, was ftruckwith 
tVie exquifite expreflion of forrow which ago- 
tuzed the features of an old captive, a man of 
fome rank, whofe children had juft been torn 
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from him, and expofed to public fale ; Parrha- 
fius purchafed him immediately, carried him to 
Athens, and whiHl he made the; wretched Olyn- 
thian perifh under every torment which art 
could inflid, he drew from the v^^fithings of his 
tortured frame, a Prometheus utiqer the beak 
and talons of the vulture. Th$^ piece was 
given by the artift to the Tempk of Mbervai 
at Athens, and received by the ititv wHJiout 
fcruple or queftion. What is ftill \radire won- 
derful, the moral Seneca reafons ^w%n great 
coolnefs upon the propriety of their conauft 
on that lamentable occafion." 

Several writers are difpofed to controvert the 
authenticity of the above dreadful ftory, no 
other authority for it having reached the pre^ 
fent times, than the fingle oi^e of Seneca, the 
tragedian. For the credit of human nature^ I 
have ever wifhed to withhold my affent, which 
certain modern analogies, where trading or 
profeflional intereft and profit are concerned, 
have rendered, I muft confefs, too difficult. Be- 
fides, the reafoning of Seneca is one fpecies of 
eoafirmation of the faft. It convinces us, at 
leaft, of the pojfc of a human heart being fuf- 
ficiently cool, callous, and diabolical, to reafon 
upon the propriety of fuch a " namelefs deed.** 

The experimental tortures which are inflift — 
ed upon poor guiltlefs animals, are faid to b 

fo-- 
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for the furtherance and improvement of 
fcience. Granted. Yet it is an advantage 
not honeftly obtained, but by fraud and cruel^ 
iy. There are alfo other fliort cuts to intereft 
ia the world, about die honefty or juftice of 
which, it becomes us to be filent. It has been 
faid, that the world could not have either gold, 
ftigar, or coals, but at the ex pence of human 
blood, and human liberty. The world, in that 
cale, OTght not to have either gold, fugar, or 
coals. The principle admits of no qualifica- 
tion. But the affertion was fallacious and 
unfounded; thofe comforts are all attainable 
by honeft means, by voluntary and fairly re- 
munerated induftry. By the fame rule, I 
firmly believe the wit of man to be fully com- 
petent to the attainment of all the neceffary or 
poflibte anatomical knowledge, from the exa- 
mination of dead fubje6ls, although perhaps 
^t may not be thence fo quickly attainable; 
^nd I could as eafily fuppofe human fagacity 
^^iable to calculate the motions, and meafure 
^^e diftances of the heavenly bodies, without the 
^d of a ladder, reaching up to the (kies; as that 
^^ Could be incompetent to make all the necef- 
*ary difcoveries, touching the animal oeconomy, 
^^thout having recourfe to the unnatural, 
^^el, and infamous means of diffefting living 
'bodies. 

Jt will be urged, that the admiffipn of brutes 
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to thofe rights, of which they arc capable 
under the focial contraft, might intrench upon ' 
private property, and be produftive of trifling, 
ludicrous, or vexatious litigations. I anfwer, 
and I think I am as much in earned as General 
Dumouriez, 

Fais ce que dois 
Avienne que pourra. 

That I think alfo to be the proper anfwer^ 
to an infinite number oiifs and andsiVfhich it 
has ever been the fafliion to ftart in prevention 
of right. A man may fay, I bought the beaft 
with my money,, it is my property ; who fliall 
hinder me from doing unto it, according to my 
pleafure? You bought him with your money^ . 
it is true, and he is your property ; but whe^ther 
you are apprifed of it or not, you bought him 
with a condition neceflarily annexed to th6 
bargain, You could not purchafe the right to 
ufe him with cruelty and injuftice. Of whont 
could you purchafe fuch right? Who could, 
make fuch conveyance ? — Not even God him^ 
felf, whofe energies are circumfcribed within, 
the limits of eternal juftice; or who, to fpeak 
more philofophically, is Eternal Juftice itfeff. 

As to the danger of litigation, from a law 
made for the proteftion of beafl:s, none I think ' 
need be apprehended; few would choofe to 
ri(H any trouble or expence on fuch an ac- 

coiintj 
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count; its Utility would confift in the recogni* 
lion of the principle, it would ftand forth as an 
eminent precept and memento of humanity. 

There is much more force in the argument 
drawn from the fuperior humanity of the pre- 
fent, over any former period, and of its proba* 
bly or rather certain increafe, with increafing 
light. I coincide intirely in opinion with thofe, 
who efteem the prefent fuperior to all former 
times, in the knowledge of truth, in the prac- 
tice of every virtue, and in the enjoyment of 
every good. I hold it admits of mathematical 
demonftration. Even the loweft clafs of the 
people of this country have become much more 
mild and rational in their manners, and more 
humane in their treatment of brute animals 
(however defeftive ftill) than in former times. 
The favage fports have long been on the de- 
dine. I am forry, however, that truth and faft 
oblige me to make an exception, which, ftrange 
to tell, relates to the higher orders of fociety. 
fiut, for the records of Parliament itfelf, pofte- 
rity would fcarcely credit, that men of the firft 
jJJllinftion for rank, learning, and talents, have, 
W the nineteenth century, flood forth as the 
avowed defenders and advocates of infli£lion 
of the moft excruciating tortures upon brute 
^^irnals, n the wretched pretence of affording 
T^rt and diverfion to the people ! The honour- 
able endeavours of humane and virtuous men, 
*^ rid our laws and our country of a foul dif- 
6^ce, have thus far been unhappily fruf- 
'^^tcd ; but the perfeverance of thefe fons of 
"^oianity, until they (hall have obtained tVvdt 
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righteous end, can never be doubted. Alas ! 
I am fo unhappy, as to have a right to vouch 
for the truth of the far greater part of thofe 
horrid barbarities lately recited as the* too fre- 
quent praftice of bull-baiting ; in faft, without 
which, it is fcarcely ever praftifed, in cafe of 
the animal being of a mild and gentle difpoli-f 
tion ; an abominable exaggeration of a thing in 
itfelf fufficiently infamous. The levity with 
which the flaking down a harmlefs animal to 
torture was treated in the debate, muft give 
pain to the feeling mind ; and as to the argu* 
ments in favour of bull-baiting, they moft con^ 
veniently loofen the bands of moral obligation, 
whenever intereft or prejudice may be pleaded. 
Let us next review the auxiliary means re- 
quifite to bring about that confummation, which 
every humane man muft devoutly wifh ; and 
firft, of the education of our youth. Our de- 
feft here, muft be obvious to the leaft difcern* 
ing. What can a few general precepts, loofely 
given, and never obferved even by thofe who 
give them, avail againft the conftant examples 
of cruelty placed in the obfervation of children. 
Can the praiftical leflbns which they learn, have 
any other influence on their infant minds, than 
to teach them that brutes, like ftocks and flones5 
were mside for all forts of ufes and purpofes ; 
and that it was no part of the fchenie of a par- 
tial and defe6live prqvidence, that thejFeelings 
pf fuch fhould come imp queftion ? The child 
to whom a miferable animal is delivered oyer tp 
be ftarved to death, or pulled into quarters fqr 
his amufement^ too probably learns a leffon, 

V(hich 
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"vhich the fubfequent conduft of the adult will 

3iot difgrace. Children muft be in aftion ; there 
OS a principle of enterprize in them, a conti- 
nual deli re to exercife their young and growing 
energies : hence we fee them conftantly whip- 
ping and beating poor dumb animals. This 
apparent cruelty arifes merely from our negleft 
to teach them the proper ufe of animals, the 
obligations impofed upon us by a common na- 
ture refpefting them, and in our inattention to 
furnifti children with harmlefs or ufeful objefts 
of playful purfuit. A little timely and well- 
adapted punifhment alfo, may have the effe£l 
of preventing the growth of indifferent or cal- 
lous difpofitions in children. A friend of mine 
bad a boy about four years of age, who was 
obferved frequently to amufe himfelf by pulling 
the legs from the bodies of flies ; the father 
watched an opportunity, and having witnefled 
the faft, immediately, with a fudden jerk, tore 
hairs enough from the boy's head, to caufe the 
tears to flart from both his eyes. The boy 
fuddenly alked, " what that was for ?" By way 
of anfwcr, he was inftantly (hewed the writhing 
and tortured body of the poor vifclim of his 
Vantonnefs ; at the fame time it was explained 
to him, that feeling was common to all the ani- 
ftial creation, and that the divine dottrine of 
cioing as you would be done unto, extended 
Cveii to flies. The reader may ftyle this the 

argumentum 
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argumentumfympatheticumy if he pleafe; and, 
on trial, he will be convinced of its good ef- 
fefts. The neareft road to perfeft humanity, 
is ftrongly to imprefs its neceffity, beauty, and 
excellence, upon the hearts and minds of the 
rifing generation. 

Another moft important ftep towards amend- 
ing the condition of beafts, is for all people of 
property (fuch, I mean, who are of the illut 
trious order of benevolence) to take at leaft 
their own animals under their own efpecial 
proteftion, to fufFer no abufe, but to punifli the 
brutal tyranny of profligate fervants in the moft 
exemplary manner. Was fuch a rational con- 
duft to become general, the morals of fervants 
would in time be amended, and our feelings 
would not be fo frequently harrowed up with 
thofe difgufting fpeftacles which are now fo 
common. Property muft always give the ton ; 
it is in the power of the rich among us, when- 
ever they fhall fo pleafe to make it la mode An-- 
glaife, to treat beafts with kindnefs and confi- 
deration ; in ftiort, to make general humanity 
the order of the day. 

Such is the deadly and ftupifying influence 
of cuftom, of fo poifonous and brutalizing a 
quality is prejudice, that men perhaps no wife 
inclined from nature to afts of barbarity, may 
yet live infenfibly in the conftant commiflion 

of 
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of deeds the moft flagrant. In the hiftory of 
the Council oF Conftance, it is recorded, that a 
certain Neapolitan peafant, who lived near a 
place infamous for robberies and murders, went 
once to confeflion ; and having told the prieft, 
that on a certain faft day he had fwallowed a 
draught of milk, he aflured the father he could 
recolleft no other fin he had committed. — • 
'* How," faid the confeflbr, " do you never aflift 
your neighbours, in robbing and murdering the 
paflengers, in fuch a hollow road ?" — ^^ O yes,** 
faid the peafant, " but that is fo common with 
us, that we don't make it a point of confcience." 
The humane Titus, the delight of human kind ; 
^ho, if he fuffered a day to pafs without the 
performance of fome aft of beneficence, is re- 
corded to have faid, " my friends, I have loft a 
^^y^ never feems once to have reflefted upon 
*he horrid barbarities he was infliftin^ at the 
^'^ftant upon the wretched inhabitants of Ju- 
^3ea ; or to have repented him of the (laughter 
^f the tens of thoufands of innocent Jews, 
^hom he facrificed on the altars of vanity at 
^Ome. This paragon of humanity is faid to 
*^^ve deftroyed thirty, out of forty thoufand Jew 
^^ptives, in finifhing the Colofleum at Rome. 
"iRory hath not been fo juft as to inform us, 
f^Ow many wretched labourers were deftroyed 
^n building Solomons Temple, at Jerufalem; 
■^^t as thefe laft died in the fervice of Jehovah, 

I fuppofe 
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I fuppofe they could not have been better dif- 
pofed of. But with refpect to the captives 
deftroyed at Rome, they were Jews; and 
thence, by the wife fjggeflions of prejudice, 
blotted out from the fcheme of compaflion. 
It 15 but too true, that the Emperor had a fair 
plea, of retaliation ; fince the Jews, although 
with the pretence of living conftantly under 
a theocracy, exerciftd againd all foreign na* 
tions, hojlile odium, a hoftile and revengeful 
hatred. The humane Titus was not a phi- 
iofopher. Even Englifhmen, at this day, as 
Cartwright informs us, (hoot the poor red 
Indians of Newfoundland like beafts — I fup- 
pofe, becaufe they are not Chriftians"! How 
has the abufe of thefe diftinftions narrowed the 
human heart, and torn up the very founda- 
tions of morality. I once attempted to reafon 
with a fellow (and he was of the rich vulgar) 
who was cruelly beating an innocent horfe, 
till the blood fpun from its noftrils; the 
reply I obtained was, (larded with a huge oath) 
" you are talking as though the horfe was a 
Chriflian." 

The general blind and ftupid adherence 
to cuftom, renders it abfolutely necelTary for 
a writer on this fubjeft, who* defires to ren- 
der effeftual fervice to the caufe of human- 
ity, to enter into particular and difgufting de- 
tails, to point out individual and fpecific afts 

of 
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of cnielty, fuch as are, or have been, in his 
time moff prevalent. It is too true, that the 
imagination of a man of much fenfibility is per- 
petually haunted with horrid ideas. Thirty- 
four years have now paft, fince I faw an infer- 
nal hag, the houfe-keeper ofaboarding-fchool, 
caufe a miferable rat to be roafted alive over a 
flow fire, in the prefence of all the boys ; and this, 
I was then informed by his fon, was the con- 
ftant praftice of a certain poft-mafter in the 
neighbourhood. The doleful cries of the tor- 
tured animal are, at this inftant, as frefh in my 
ears, as at the very moment I heard them ; and 
the impreflion then made upon my young 
mind was fo forcible, that no time will ever be 
able to eradicate it, or heal the wound inflifted 
. upon my feelings. A few years afterwards, I 
heard. the following anecdote of a Parfon (the 
faft had happened perhaps twenty years be- 
fore) who, no doubt, for the fake of the faith, 
would have ftretched a fellow-creature upon 
the rack, and even have drawn the cords him- 
felf, ftiould the executioner be too fine mouth- 
ed, as the chancellor did in the cafe of poor 
Ann Alkew, in king Harry's days. The wor- 
thy prieft had loft a chicken, and foon after 
taking a poor hawk, the fuppofed offender, he 
put the animal to the torture of a flow and 
fingering death, for doing his duty, by follow- 
ing the inftinft of nature. The poor bird was 

turned 
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turned adrift, with a label affixed to his neck, 
containing thefe quaint and inhuman lines : 

The Parfon of Pentlow, he did this, 
For killing of one poor chicken of his ; 
He put out his eyes, and few'd up his bum. 
And fo let him fly — till tlie day of his doom. 

One would fuppofe, that wretches, like thefe, 
fought to level their impotent revenge againft 
the God of nature. 

We are happily become too enlightened to 
perpetrate fuch wholefale afts of barbarity, as 
that recorded of the infamous Lord Raymond 
Venous, who burned alive thirty of his fincft 
Horfes by way of a frolic; but there have been 
too many fimilar inftances among us, upon a 
fmaller fcale, from motives of religious fuperfti- 
tidns. It is well known, that the brutifh idea of 
the poffibility of witchcraft, ftill exifts amongft 
thoufands in this country ; with the deteftable 
concomitant, that burning the animal alive, which 
is the fuppofed fubjeft of it, is the only mode 
of detefting the witch. Numerous inftances 
of this cruel and miraculous, folly are upon 
record, many are within my own knowledge; 
but the moft remarkable, and indeed aftonifb- 
ing, is that related by Dr. Prieftley, becaufe 
the inan who perpetrated the horrid deed, was 
it fe^ms fomewhat above the common level, 
and a man, in other refpe6ls, of humane charac- 
ter 
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of cruelty, fuch as are, or have been, in his 
time moff prevalent. It is too true, that the 
imagination of a man of much fenfibility is per- 
petually haunted with horrid ideas. Thirty- 
four years have now paft, fmce I faw an infer- 
nal hag, the houfe-keeper of a boarding-fchool, 
caufe a miferable rat to be roafted alive over a 
flowfire, in the prefence of all the boys ; and this, 
i^was then informed by his fon, was the con- 
ftant praftice of a certain poft-mafter in the 
'neighbourhood. The doleful cries of the tor- 
tured animal are, at this inftant, as frefh in my 
cars, as at the very moment I heard them ; and 
"^ impreflion then made upon my young 
^itid was fo forcible, that no time will ever be 
^Ic to eradicate it, or heal the wound inflifted 
."pon my feelings. A few years afterwards, I 
"^ard.the following anecdote of a Parfon (the 
^^k had happened perhaps twenty years be- 
'^^"c) who, no doubt, for the fake of the faith, 
^c^uld have ftretched a fellow-creature upon 
"*^^ rack, and even have drawn the cords him- 
'^1 C, ftiould the executioner be too fine mouth- 
^^ as the chancellor did in the cafe of poor 
^^^r^n Afkew, in king Harry's days. The wor- 
3^ prieft had loft a chicken, and foon after 
*^Xjcing a poor hawk, the fuppofed offender, he 
P^-^ t the animal to the torture of a flow and 
. *^ ^ring death, for doing his duty, by foUow- 
^'^ ^ the inftinft of nature. The poor bird was 
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I am convinced, proceed merely from want o 
due confideration, and from a fudden intempe 
rate flow of the animal fpirits. I have beer 
informed (but I declined making any enquiry 
to afcertain the faft, and am willing to hopt 
it may have been groundlefs) that a certair 
gallant Admiral, in bringing up the news o 
a celebrated viftory, left feveral poor poll 
horfes on the road, lingering in the agonies 
of death, the viftims of his too eager hafte. 
A late noble author tells us, with the moft per- 
k6i Jang /void, or rather as a matter of bravery 
and exultation, of the horfes which his fathei 
killed in carrying the news of a monarch's death 
to his fucceflbr. Alas! whether in circum- 
ftances of good or evil fortune, thefe poor ani- 
mals fcem deftined alike the viftims of our 
wantonnefs, or our neceffity. The fame ab- 
furd and unprofitable cruelties prevail at elec- 
tions, and upon almoft all public occafions. 
They may be with the utmoft truth, flyled un- 
profitable ; and that to all parties (putting hu- 
manity out of queftion ;) for the traveller whofe 
giddy and irrational aim is more hafte than na- 
ture will allow, labours to defeat his own pur- 
pofe ; and he who tires or kills his Horfes, af- 
furedly lofes time ; gaining nothing by way of 
recompence, but the unenviable reputation of 
having, in a mean, bafe, and cowardly manner, 
tortured out the life of a generous animal, 
which had ftruggled to the lait fob of expiring 

nature 



DM TH£ RIGHTS OF BEASTS. 145 

nature to ferve him. I fhould alfo apprehend^ 
that if our owners of poft-horfes would take 
the trouble to calculate, they would difcover 
that the total lofs, or crippling and rendering 
nearly unferviceable of three or four horfes^ 
fliuft detra3 rather too much from the profits 
cvai of the moft bufy feafon. Fair calculation, 
Ofc another fcore, would be much to their 
advantage; it would prove to them, that to 
huy poofj worn-out, low-priced horfes, under 
the horrid idea of " whipping them found," 
(retting afide the iniquity and difgrace of the 
praSice) is by no means the moft profitable 
*ethod of doing their bufinefs. It is true, that 
^hen poverty tnay be alledged, the plea muft 
w admitted as legitimate. It muft then be 
ttrfcribed in the melancholy catalogue of un- 
avoidable evils. 

I will run as quickly, and as briefly as pof- 
fible, through the moft material of the various 
rf>ufes, of Horfes in particular, which I have 
J*oticed. I declare it with the fincereft plea- 
sure, I have not of late heard of that deteftable 
prafticCj which formerly difgraced the conduft 
of many of our unthinking young men, who 
Jaid for driving tired horfes, for the purpofe of 
enjoying the unnatural pleafure of inflifting 
upon them the utmoft tortures of the whip, in 
proportion as their ftrength and ability were 
^xhaufted. When cruelty, or unneceflary fe- 
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verity, is prafiifed in horfe-racing, it is ufualh 
among ignorant and black-guard pretenders 
the true gentleman-Tportfman, from his know 
ledge and experience, is able to judge with fuf 
ficient accuracy of the extent of his horfe* 
powers ; and to difcriminate between the cor 
reftion neceflary to excite their exertion, ^m 
bootleg cruelty. Such a charafter would eve: 
rather choofe to err on the fide of humanity, if 
in any fenfc, that could be called an error 
Some jockies are in the odious habit of but 
chering and cutting up their horfes unnecef 
ferily, or merely to make an oftentatious dif 
play of their powers in the ufe of the whip anc 
fpur ; to fpeak the truth, they lie under a dif 
agreeable predicament in the cafe ; their breac 
being at ftake, they muft not incur fufpicion 
but I have known men of that clafs,, of feeling 
hearts as well as keen heads, and who poflefi^ 
tihe jufteft ideas of companion. The foUowb^ 
anecdote will ferve the purpofe of farther ij 
luftration. Some years fince, a young jockey 
who was in no particular fervice, but rode fa 
various employers, defcribed to me, very feel 
ingly, the painful fituation in which he the 
found himfelf : he had lately ridden the horf 
of a certain man, who kept feveral in training 
and of whom he earned a good deal of mone/' 
but notwithftanding the utmoft exertion of hi 
flrength and (kill, with a particular hprfe, h» 

fouim* 
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ibund it impoflible to win. He was engaged 
to ride the fame horfe again, at a place where 
he was fure to meet the fame, or, in all proba- 
bility, horfes of yet fuperior form. He repre* 
felted to his employer the impofiibility of win^ 
oing, for although his horfe was both ftout and 
boneft, his antagonifts went fo much too faft 
for him, that he could make no impreffion 
Ojpon them, even by running diftreft every yard 
of the courfe. Such reafoning was not calcu- 
lM«d to make any impreffion upon the fdid 
fconce, or marble heart, of this Smithfield 
fportfman. He chided the lad for his too great 
tcnderaefs to the horfe in the laftrace; and 
«>r the fucceeding one, his orders were, " Make 
J^ win, or cut his bloody entrails out — Mark 
•^if you don t give him his belly-full of whip, 
you never ride again for me — I'll find horfe, if 
you'll find whip and fpur !" — The generous little 
lH>rfe ran three four-mile heats without flinching, 
^^ hanging for a fingle ftroke, with that excefs of 
exertion, that his very eye-balls feemed ready 
to ftart from their fockets ; but unfuccefsfully : 
^*^d, with an aching heart, I faw him literally 
wt up alive, from his (houldcr to his flank, his 
^ath in ribbands, and his tefticles laid bare* 
To my great mortification, no one took it in 
*^ud tQ rebuke the thick-headed mifcreant, who 
^*^^ the author of this ufelefs piece of cruelty, 
except his jockey ; who fwore he would periflfi 
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for want, fooner than repeat fuch an aft o 
blafted infarhy. 

Few fporting people, in or near the metro 
polis, but have heard of the hard fate of the poo: 
old flea-bitten grey gelding. This excellen 
creature, though not a full-bred horfe, thrip 
ran twenty-two miles within the hour, over thi 
hard road. By way of reward for fuch un 
common excellence, he was afterwards, whei 
his powers had declined, killed in an unfuc 
celsful match, with circumftances of the mol 
horrid barbarity. I have been informed, h 
was whipped to that excefs, that his entrail 
were vifible, and even hung trailing on th 
ground : I fpeak from information only, an< 
heartily wi(h the owner, if he be ftill alive, ma; 
have it in his power to contradift a ftory f 
much to his difcredit. The ill-judged and un 
ikilful attempts of ignorant people, at matchin 
and racing upon the hard road (which the 
prefer) are almoft ever attended with difguflin 
circumftances of cruelty. 

But the moft fruitful fource of mifery t 
Horfes, is, that they are committed (throug 
neceflity, in a great meafure, perhaps) to th 
abfolute difcretion, in all refpefts, of their dr 
vers; a majority of whom, are the leaft er 
lightened, the moft hardened and profligate c 
all the lower people. Here the generality of pre 
prietors commit a great error againft their ow 
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and the interefts of humanity. A man with a 
well-informed mind, however ignorant he may 
chance to be of Horfes, or of the eftablilhed 
routine of ftabie difcipline, may be fuperior, in 
one refpeft, to the moft (kilful groom or driver. 
I mean in that fcience, which teaches the go- 
vernment ot the temper both of man and horfe ; 
and there is a perfeft analogy. The ignorant 
and brutal mind is too prone to tyranny, and 
meafures of barbarous and favage coercion. 
You'll fee a man of this fort, to whom the ma- 
nagement of horfes is committed, everlaftingly 
intent upon glutting his vindiftive difpofition, 
for every fault, real or fuppofed, which the 
poor animals may chance to commit : whereas 
^^ is a truth, grounded upon the experience of 
^S^9 ^^^ confirmed by the beft judges of the 
prefent time, that the obedience of Horfes is 
beft inculcated and fecured by mild methods, 
^nd by overlooking trifling faults ; and that 
from fuch treatment, we fliall reap the greateft 
poflible benefit from their labours. I here 
fc>refee a difficulty arifing in the minds of gen* 
^^men, and owners of Horfes, and I will do my 
^^^deavour to help them out of the dilemma, 
^t Avould furely be no great trouble, nor pro* 
duflive of any inconvenience, for a gentleman 
^'^ lady to fay to a newly-hired coachman, 
^^rter, or groom, " Take notice, beafts have 
wOth fenfe and feeling, and I am told by expe* 
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lienced people, that Horfes arc bcft gc^cmcd 
by gentle ufage. I am determined, to permit 
no other to mine* I will have no foul blows 
given, nor fuflPcr my cattle to be wealed and 
marked with the whip. If any of them will 
not do without fuch ufage, prove it to me, and 
I will change t|iem. I (hall look and^enquire 
ftriftly into your conduft, and the inftant you^ 
difobey me, in this refpefl, you are no longer 
my fervant." 

Much mifchief and cruelty enfues from in- 
dulging the petty vanity, and knowing conceits^ 
of country carters. I knew a villain of that 
clafs, who, being offended at the figure and 
condition of a horfe, which his mafter had pur^ 
chafed for the plough, continued to drive him 
by the whip, to fuftain .more than his {bare of 
the labour; at feeding times inhumanly tying 
his head up to the rack, to preyent his reach- 
ing the corn, until in a (hort time the poor ani* 
mal dropped down dead in the ftable, from ex- 
peflive labour, and want of fuftenance. Great 
barbarity is too often exercifed, to no manner 
of purpofe, upon thofe horfes, the nature of 
which will not permit them to draw, what are 
called, dead pulls. 

In town, the abfurd method of (hoeing cart 
^nd coach-horfes, in particular, is produftive of 
^ thoufand cruelties and dangers. The difpch* 
fitions of Horfes vary in the fame manner and 




ON THE RIGHTS OF B£ASTS« 151 

dcgrecSj as wc obfcrve thofe of the human racci 

Some of them will dafii forward^ through thick 

and thin, or over whatever ways, without the 

fmalleft folicitude, whether they fland or fall \ 

others, on the contrary, have ever an anxious 

care upon them, to keep themielves up ; and itl 

a difHcult, or flippery way, take every ftep with 

the utmoft precaution,; thefe lad fuffer moft 

cruelly upon London ftones, when flippery 

wth fun or froft, from the brutality of their 

drivers^ 

You will frequendy fee a gentleman's coach- 
»ian whipping one of his horfes, with the moft 
brutal fiiry, the whole length of a ftreet. This 
praflice is fo very common, that it doubtlels 
leads people to fuppofe it to be perfeflly right, 
Q-nd in order. Now I 4iave, for many years, 
paid particular attention to it, and can fcarce 
^"^colleft an inftance where fuch correftion was 
^u jufl: grounds, or likely, to be attended with 
good eflFefts. On examination, I have gene- 
^^ly found it has been ufed, becaufe the horfe 
Unavoidably trod in a hole, or flipped from bad 
P^oeing ; that it was a misfortune, not a fault 
^^ the horfe, or that, in all probability, he was 
*<>t4ally ignorant for what reafon he was cor- 
^^Qed. This laft confideration (overlooked by 
^e ignorant) is furely of the utmoft impor- 
*^xice. Even in the cafe of a fault, it may be 
^^licd on, that nine parts in ten, at leaft, of the 
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correftion ufed muft be fuperfluous ; as^is moft 
of that brutal whipping, which we fee pra6Hfed 
on an embarrafs, at the. door of the playhoufe, 
or other pubHc place. 

The humane reader, who has been accuf^ 
tomed to perambulate the ftreets of the metro* 
polis, will recolleft that he has often obferved a 
carman, with his whip hoifted aloft, upon his 
arm, and his countenance marked with all the 
infolence of petty tyranny, ftrutting along the 
foot-path, and calling his fore-horfe towards 
him. This neceffary manoeuvre, of '* Come 
hither, whorO," the little tyrant of the whip is: 
determined to inculcate by dint of the utmod 
rigour, and by abfolutely breaking the fpirit o£ 
the beaft ; whence enfue careleffnefs, ftubbom- 
nels, uncertainty, and defperation ; inftead of 
ufing mild and perfuafive methods, attempered 
with occafional flight corre6lion, in virtue o\ 
which he might, almofl: to a certainty, enfurc 
the willing and fteady obedience of his horfe, 
At one inftant, the horfe is whipped for hold- 
ing too clofe to his driver, at the next, for bear- 
ing off too much ; now, for going too fafl, thee 
again, for going top flow ; bye and by, for flop 
ping, afterwards, becaufe he did not flop ; thai 
the faculties of the poor beafl: are totally con 
founded, and caufed to degenerate into an iner 
and ftagnant ftate of infenfibility, inftead (m 
jnaking a progrefs in that ratio of impro vemen*" 
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of ^v-hich they are fo highly capable. Hence- 

the fburce of many of thofe accidents, which 

daily occur. Does a ftage coachman commit 

an error, with his eye or his finger, from which 

a horfe s mouth receives a wrong direQion, 

and an accident occurs? thinking the horfe 

ought to have ui^derftood him, although it is 

probable he did not underftand himfelf, or 

afliamed that his (kill fhould be queftioned, Mn 

Hell-driver proceeds to whipping, with all his 

new and home cuts, perhaps for a whole ftxe^t's 

iength, diftrefling all his other Horfes, and 

ninning the utmoft rifle of a new accident. 

Jn ftiort the examples I could give, and the 

proofs, of the inutility, as well as barbarity of 

"ie far greater part of that correftion, which 

^e daily fee given to Horfes, would be endlefs* 

•The {landing orders of maflers ought to be, 

P^'^ce puer Jlimulis — ^' I will not fuffer my 

Horfes to be whipped, for the more whip, the 

Sweater neceffity ; and you may proceed from 

* 'W'hip to a cat-o-nine tails." 

"Xhe brutal cruelty of the Smithfield drovers, 
has been an imrpemorial difgrace upon the 
^^^^lafter of the people of this country ; and I 
Inoiild not obtain credit, were I to flate the 
^}^ ruber of lives, which appear from old maga- 
^^^es and newfpapers, to have been loft, from 
^^cidents by over-driven cattle, within the 
^^ft- fifty years. The late exertions of the City 

Magiftracy, 
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Magiftraqr, to check thefe infeitidl pradices^ 
have done them immortal honour ; the regale 
tions they have caufed to be put up in Souih'* 
fields are excellent, and have no doobi beeft 
attended with confiderable good effed. But 
it is impoffible, in the beginning, to do mon 
than barely check fo inveterate a difeafe, ewa 
with the bell remedies. To declare the h6t^ 
the fault by no means lies with the drovecfe 
exclufively, but is to be attributed to tho(e 
relics of barbarity, which are ftill latent m 
the minds of the people. How indeed art 
they to difcriminate? Since the mod exquifite 
pleafure is fuppofed by their betters, to be 
derived from hunting, worrying, and tearing 
the living members of the moft harmlefs anil 
timid animals, why not hunt bullocks as wdil 
as hares and deer? I have heard of a fellow 
belonging to one of the public offices, who i| 
fo enamoured with this humane, innocent, and 
deleftable fport of bullock-hunting, over the 
plains of London, that he has not mifled any 
eminent opportunity for years; and who, upon 
the firft intelligence, will leave the moft iin* 
portant bufinefs of his life, his wife in the 
pains of child-birth, his books unmade up, or 
his prayers unfinifhed, to follow the bullock, 
and the jolly cry of, " D — n my eyes ! why 
don't you hox him ?" from the Change to Hyck 
Park Corner, from that to Limehoufe Hole,. 

aqd». 
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and from thence, were it upon the cards, to the 
gates of hell. It is a fact, that needs no labour 
of mine to prove, that nearly all thofe beafts, 
ftyled mad, that is, vicious and untra61able, are 
rendered lb by the flrange change of place, 
and by harfti and cruel ufage; and that an 
amendment is to be fought only in the im- 
proved morals of the people, Refpefting ad- 
ditional remedies to thofe already devifed, I am 
for radical ones. I am wearied with perpetual 
temporizing, tampering, and bungling, I de- 
teft half meafures and palliatives, in all concerns 
whatever, as much as I do the patching up of 
difeafe; for there is a ftrift analogy between 
principles phyfical and moral, and mere pal- 
"^tion, in either cafe, does but lead the more 
'tirely, to the acme or thorough completion 
^* the evil. But to the queftion — I cannot 
conceive any regulations, however prudently 
^^vifed, and pun6lually obferved, likely to be 
thoroughly efficacious, fo long as the cattle 
*^^rket is held in its prefent fituation ; and 
^He would be tempted to fuppofe, that it 
^Ould be none other, than fuch wife-acres, 
^^ framed the fapient. laws againfl: foreftal- 
'^g, and regrating, to tlnnk of introducing 
yicJ:! a dangerous nuifancc, as a market for 
*V^ cattle, into the heart of a populous city, 
^tximon fenfe, and the general weal, have long 
^^Tianded the abolition of Smithfield Market, 

and 
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and ihc eflablifhinent of two in lieu thereof 
one on the North, and one on the South fide 
of ihe Metropolis: as well as the total difcon- 
tinuance of Ilaughtering cattle within the town. 
But the common fenfe, or juftice alone of a 
meafure, are fejdom any recommendation. 
Even were the whole Court of Aldermen, to be 
toffed by horned cattle, their united influence 
would not be able to carry fuch a meafure, as 
the removal of Smithfield Market. A man 
might as well have the modefty to afk for 
univerfal fuffrage, and tlfe abolition of the flave 
trade. 

The advantages of this propofed change are 
fo many, and obvious, and the rational objec- 
tions fo few, or rather null ; that I am certainly 
performing a w^ork of fuperrogation to ex- 
patiate. All the thoufand horrors and rifks oF 
driving loofe and untamed cattle through every 
part of a populous city, and the hourly defile- 
ment of it, with loathfome fcenes of blood and 
carnage, would be avoided. The faving to the 
public, and to the butchers themfelves, in the 
fuperior condition of the meat, would be im- 
menfe ; for it is well known, that from the old 
mode of beating, bruifing, and harafling the 
cattle about town, and confining them in 
heaps, in clofe places, and a noifome atmo- 
fpht re, they loo frequently die in fuch a ftate, 
that their flelh is fcarcc wholefome even for 

prefent 
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prefent fpending, but totally unfit for prefer- 
vation by fait. This rauft materially affe6l our 
fea-ftores. The (aving in the article of manure 
(a moft important confideration) would alfo be 
great, from the convenience, with which the 
farmers' carts might take it, from flaughtering 
ioufes fituated without the town, Inftead of 
only two markets, north and fouth of the 
town, more might be eftabliftied, if held necef- 
&ry; and the flaughtering houfes might be 
fliade to furround the market. The convey- 
ance of carcafes to town, could be no great 
objeft of inconvenience, fmce, on the prefent 
pla.D, they are occafionally obliged to be con- 
veyed to a confiderable diftance, and every 
butcher already pofTefTes fome kind of ve- 
hicle. 

I am convinced I fhall be joined by thpu- 

laxids, when I aflert, that any member of the 

I-egiflature, who will take this public matter up 

€ameftly, will deferve well of the country. I am 

a^ware, however, in this cafe, of the appearance 

^f aQing in dircft oppofition to my publicly 

profefled principles, by defiring to inftigate the 

.^^vil government to an interference with the 

private concerns of the people; the grand 

lource of all mifchief in every country; but 

^^^re apparent natural rights aggrefs upon 

^^hcrs of equal validity, they become of them- 

fetves 
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felves void, and thdr exercHe may lawfully be 
fiifpendcd, for the general good. 

In the prefent (late of things, I think the fol* 
lovring additional regulations might have the 
nfe of ftrengthening thofe old ones, already in 
force. A fteady man, at a refpeflable falary, 
OQ^t to be employed in Smithfield, as infpe£U>r 
of the market ; whofe bufinefs it fliould be, to 
prevent, or f eport, all a£b of cruelty and danger. 
Drovers ought to be men of fleady and good cha«- 
ra6ler, and well paid ; and the firiSeft fcrutiny 
occafionally made into their conduft ; their re— - 
fponfibility in a fervice of fair and adequate 
emolument, would infure their good beha- 
viour. General orders (hould be ifiued by thi 
magiftracy, to the officers of all the di£Ferentpa 
riflies, ftriflly enjoining them to apprehend bul 
lock-hunters ; and it mud be made the drover's 
duty to point them out : and ladly, as the mo 
effe£lual of all remedies, mild methods of d 
ving (hould be iniifted on, upon pain oi di 
charge, and incapacity of fervice ever after. 

Many a£ls of cruelty to poor animals, deftin 
to the flaughter, are overlooked, which it 
damnable infamy to tolerate. As a pregnant 
inftance, how often have I feen with an achin 
heart, the wretched calves, their poor tender 
limbs lliffened, and rendered almoftufelefs, 
length and jolting of their journey, precipitate 

head 
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bead, fides, or heels firft, as it might hippen, 

from a high waggon^ down upon Smithfield 

fiones; and the barbarous^ unthinking, two* 

legged bruteSi powdered or cropped, fans-cu* 

locte or in pantaloons, who generally furround 

the waggon, to fee fo charming a fpe6lacle, 

fiiQUting loud in proportion to tl^e violence of 

the diftreft animal s fall. Did thefe good chrif* 

Xxskus never in their lives, get a fevere and ftunr 

ning fall upon the ftones? Dozens fuch to 

them with all my foul ! it might perhaps put 

them in remembrance of the propriety, of the 

Jbumanity, of throwing a trufs of ftraw, or of 

placing fome flide, or convenience, to break the 

(all« for the poor harmlefs calves. 

Conftant habits of bufinefs amongft cattle, 
renders even mild men infenfible of their mife* 
iries. There is a great deal of needlefs cruelty 
p>ra6lifed among butchers. Would it not be 
pira£licable to put blinds upon a bullock, pre- 
X/ious to giving him the fatal ftroke ? Would it 
snot tend to ufe and expedition ? This occurred 
me, from having feen feveral oxen efcape 
fter having received a blow, when they have 
en with much difficulty and danger rcco* 
X^ered, and tied up again ; and have, not fallen at 
1 aft, under perhaps a dozen ftrokes, which they 
JTlrbve to avoid with the ftrongeft appearance of 
agitation and confcious terror. 

I (hall quit thefe difagreeable detail^ with 

remarking 
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remarking upon the miftaken humanity of thofe 
tender-hearted perfons, who turn adrift a pool' 
dog or cat, which they choofe not to keep, in** 
(lead of fairly putting them out of the reach of 
want and mifery . Who do they expeft will eti- 
tertain a poor forlorn ftranger, when they are 
fenfible themfelves would drive back fuch an 
one from their door? In general, thefe poor 
outcafls are feen ftarving about town, and dy- 
ing by inches ; or are torn to pieces by dogs^ 
for the ftrange amufement of men, whofe minds^ 
in their prefent ftate, are fcarce fuperior to 
thofe of brutes. What a perverfion alfo q( 
fuch as one would fuppofe the common feel* 
ings of humanity, and the obvious di6lates of 
reafon, that we can behold an unfortunate and 
forfaken animal, exiled perhaps from the hof- 
pitable board, and comfortable hearth of its 
late owner, expofed to all the horrors of fa- 
• mine, wet and cold, and to the conftant appre- 
henfion of infult and torture, pining for the lofe 
of its happy home, and looking pitifully up 
into the face of every paflenger, for mercy and 
afliftance — I fay, that we can behold all this, 
and in Head of affording the poor fufferer at 
leaft a look of compaffion, can make fport of 
its fufferings, and even heap additional miferies 
upon its devoted head, by endeavouring,, with 
an induftry we refufe to the better occafion, to 
wound, maim, and worry, and by all poffible 

mean» 
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means to embitter the miferable remnant of its 
«xiftence : ,and yet this is the leflbn which our 
youth are taught ! 

Let us not regret a fmall additional trouble 
which we may incur, by doing juftice to beafts, 
through which we reap fuch immenfe benefits, 
were it only^ becaufe it is natural for us to ex- 
peft juftice ourfelves, both here and hereafter. 
Virtus in aBione c(mjijiit\ and when we give up 
ourlelves to the fuggeftions of mean and fordid 
indolence, life becomes a ftagnant pool, and 
we defeat its firft and grandeft purpofes. Nor 
let any one fuppofe this fubjeft to be trifling, 
and of no importance ; it has exercifed the abi- 
lities of fome* of the greateft men, both of an- 
cient and modern times : nor yet let us defpair 
of inculcating into the fufceptible minds of Eng- 
lifhmen, the inferior duties of humanity ; fince 
we know they have long fince found admiflTion 
into the hearts of fome of thofe nations whom 
we fty le barbarous and favage. The Afiatics, 
in general, but particularly the Arabians, have 
been long renowned for their kind and merci- 
ful treatment of beafts ; thcfe laft feldom or 
never correal their Horfes, either with whip or 
.fpur; but carefs and reafon with them, as ani- 
mals which they perceive to be endowed with 
a large portion of the reafoning faculty. Hence, 
in a great meafure (as has been already ob- 
iervcd) the fuperior docility, generofity, and 

vouu M affeftion 
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affeftion for mito, in the Arabian courfeiv 
Amdngft our northern neighbours, of Tarla.*- 
rian defcent, the brute creation has found learned 
find powei ful advocates ; of the moft eminent 
of v4]foin, was John Erifchen, an Icelandic gen* 
tleman, who, about forty years fince, piitbiifhed 
at Copenhagen his Treatife '' Be PIdlippia Ve^ 
terum \ or> of the Affeftion of the Ancients for 
Horfes. I regret never to have enjoyed an cp- 
^)ortunity of perufing this book, which, I am 
Informed, is written in pure and elegant Latin. 

Humanity and benevotence to helplefs beafis^ 
is (in igenferal) a certain indication of genero- 
■fity of foul, and of a natural love of jufticc. 
If it -be ieal, not odcafional ot aifiumed, depend, 
•fuch a foul harbours no feeds of lurking trea- 
chery. But I do not mean that partial kind of 
'charity, which embraces only black cats and 
Tobins, becaufe, forfooth, the one \fr'ears a coat 
*©£ a fortunate colour, and the other is a facred 
biri A. pretty conceit truly, that the crfd Gen- 
tleman's cdlour (hould be the harbinger of good 
luck ; and that robins, the moft fpiteful and 
-quarrelfome of all birds^ two of whom arc 
never feen upon one bufh, (hould be entitled to 
an exclufive and privileged compaflion : ib j 
one fenfe, perhaps, it may be perfeftly right, t 
ftyle robin-redbreafts, God Almighty's chofe 
dicky-birds ; fince they look upon all the re£~ 
bf the feathered tribe as PJbiliftines^ .and ente 
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tain an antipathy towards them, perfeftly He- 
I brew. . To be genuine, and of catholic ufe, all 
I principles pt^uft he perqiitted to ha^ve their uni- 
I verfal eiSeft. 

s The following veffes, which I cut, I kno\^ 
I not when, and out of I know not wh^t news- 
^ paper, I infert to have the pleafure of telling 
g the author, whoever he be (if chance (hould di^ 
|i Tc6i this book into his hands) that I read the 
^; goodnefs of his heart, in the humanity of his 
ll mufe. 

B 

f EPITAPH ON A FAVOURITE HORSE. 

' ' Though long untrodden on poetic ground, 
^ On nie bo Pegafeaa 4uft is £c)un4 ; 

a( Your kind affiftance, gentle Mufes, lend, 

k To pay this tribute to a parted friend ; 

" . Let no rough trotting lines my theme difgrace, 

^ But imoothly canter in harmonious pace. 
■S' Sorrell, deceasM, demands my gr^teiiil lay, 

)i ' The willing Sprrell to his lateft day. 
^ Upright he joggM through life's myfterious round. 

In Temper gentle, Conftitution found. 
~ Straiigsr to Vicci no guilty Start he kne^^ 
^ Exceird by none, and e^uaU'4 hyt by f&w* 
&^ Whether die full portmanteau to fuftain. 
Or proudly gallop o'er th' extended plain : 
To fmoke the foremoft in th' eager chace, 
Or fhine unriv^rd in the unequal race ; 
Sorrell, in each, two grateful Lords ol^y'd, 
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^ Who lov'd him living, and lament him dead. 
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CHAP. IV. 

ON THE HACKNEY AND HUNTER* 

T SHALL begin with generjils, proceed 
-■- particulars, as they prefent thejtnjel^ 
my recollicftion ; but rather ftudying go 
henfion and ule, than the grapes of qaethc 
arrangement. 

Time, which is continually changii 
things, has, in courfe, induced various ; 
tions in the nomenclature of the ftable. t 
for the different purpofes of the faddle^ y 
former days, termed nags, amblers, pa 

STIRRERS, TROTTING- HORSES, HO] 

GREAT-HORSES, or horfcs for the buff 
DL'E (for war) hunting-horses, coui 

RACE-IfpRSES. 

The appellatives, whether fynonym< 
diftinftive, in prefent equeftrian ufe amc 
are road-horses, riding-horses^ sa] 

HORSES, NAGS, CHAPMENS HORSES, B 
HACKNEYS, LADIES HORSES, Or PAbS, 
TERS, RUNNING-HORSES, RACERS, 
HORSES, GALLOPERS, MANAGED-H< 
CHARGER^, TROOE-HORSIES, POST-HAC 
POST-HORSES, TROTTERS,CANTERING B 

or CANTERERS, horfcs which carry do 

GALLOWAYS, and PONIES. 

Chap MENS Horfes, or common rbad- 
arc of the ftrong and ferviceable kind, 1 
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little or no racing-blood, and calculated for 
thbfe fervices in which much fpeed is not re- 
quired. Hack, or Hackney, is the general 
term for a toad-*horfe, and by no means con- 
veys any feiife of inferiority, or defers exclu- 
fively to horfes let out for hire. By trotters, 
we do not underftand now, as formerly, horfes 
which have been merely accuftomed to that 
pace, but fuch as excel at it, in refpeft of 
fpeed; a fimilar obfervation holds, refpefting 
canterers, but it ufually refers to their powers 
of continuance. Gallopers mean race-horfes. 
The terms galloway and poney, refer folely to 
heigjit* All under thirteen hands, are denomi^ 
nated ponies; from that height to thirteen 
three, they arfc called galloways ; at fourteen 
hands they are deemed fized horfes. Of foals, 
4e male is called a colt-foal, the female a filly* 
foal, yearlings, two-year-old, &c. 

In the technical phrafeology appropriated to 
Ais fubje6l, a bred horfe is underftood to be 
one of the pure racing, or Oriental blood ; the 
degrees of its commixture with the common 
Wood, or breed of this country, are fignified by 
the terms, three-parts bred, half-^bred, blood*- 
horfes, or having a {hew of blood. 

The charafteriftic figns of blood, aie finenefs 
of Ikin and hair, fymmetry, and regularity of 
proportions ; length ; flatnefs, and depth, par- 
ticularly in the ftioulder and girting-place ; 
fwell of the mufcles, and ftiew of fubltance in 

M 3 the 



the ibre-xitflfs and thighs ^ leatiiii&r$ mA 
try of the farad^ large and bright «y6s> ^ 
-ibmewhat longer, and tnore ^mclinrng tha 
man, bomL deer4^e isoofs. Of thde 
wiH .genm»Hy partake in proportion to 
,grec of bbod. 

Smce we atcqinre fynnAietry, etffe 6(\ 
ipted aiid contmoaace^ in propdfCfOti 
^diiig'blood otn* kacknies a^dhnnten 
It may be demanded, why not^make life 
ively of fidl-bred horfes ? Ofmer lias 
^ecid^dly in then* ^vour. I ha:ve hea^ 
<firmi^ 'by a fportfman, that there k d 
<di£knefice of Motion beM&eti a tacei 
c(nmnbn<hred horfe, ais4)etween a^^oadl 
cart, it te moreover a fa£l, ddiough 
n6t>1ie upon the furface, that no 6tbe 
fuie fcs^iabte df >carrying, A«rieh e:^diti€ 
heavy weights; iind were a thiifty ftohe • 
bfelgiven, and the diftance made fifty n 
^idd ibeeverkftirtgly woh^by a thorouj 
horfe. There is only one way in wbidh 
horfe ^ouJd ibe beat at high weights. I\ 
be (to^ufea queenphrafe) by making it i 
ftill ^race; ih ^thfeit cafe, I would back 
horfe; I think he would beat a racer b^ 
Thcnroiigb-bred hacks are the moft do( 
^iet,ahdtfae leaftliableto fliy of all • 
they alfo' Iweat lefe on aij oumey . 

Hfe who ipoflfefles a thorough-tred h 
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hvnta, fufiiciemly fliort-legged, lively, an4 
aflive; which bends its knees, ai\d goes vrell 
above the ground, and Inas found tough feet; 
iias perhaps obtained every qufilificatioa he 
can wifli« for the road, except trotting ; which 
he muft never eXpeft, in any ^xtraordit 
aary degree, in a bred hojrfe. But Horfes of 
fuch a defcription are not conimon^ becaufs 
unfit for the turf; and nobody, as yet, has b;*ed 
racers exprefsly for other purpofe^* The dif: 
{uivantage of bred cattle, for the road, or fields 
»r€, too great delk:acy, rendering them f^f- 
ceptible of harm, from wet ati^coW.} tender* 
fiieikof Iiegs andf^et; too great l^^gth of l^g 
a&dthi^, and pliability oif i^new, w^ic^K g^V^ 
a. tQGure extenfive c€imp»fs to their i(lrok0$, that]( 
is convenient tQ the cQmmon byf^nefs of Hdii\gi 
t%kr even pf hunting ; their ftridp alfo, natural 
ftuggiflmefs, and tender feet, qcc^oq tli0m tQ 
l^e unfafe goers^ 

Which then is the mod proper fpecii3$ for the 

J^Oad? or rather (fince it is agreed that bl<)Qdi 

>* abfolutely npcefFary) how much ought a 

^^ckney to have? I believe hp ought either to be 

'Hjee parts bred, as tnuch as to fay, one got \fy 

*• irftcer, out of a half bred mare^ or tisV^ Ver/a; 

■^^ one which is produced from gogd-rfhaped 

*^^ckney ftock on both fides^ both fire and 

^^m having fomp blood, I incline to the latter. 

J^ thefe mediums you may fecure fuflBcient 

M 4 delicacy, 
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delicacy, fymmetry, fpeed, and continuani 
without any of the difadvantages attend 
upon full blood. The produce of three-pi 
bred mares and race-horfes ("which might 
called feven-eighths bred, if we wanted a n 
term) have too generally all' the difadvanta: 
of the latter, without the benefit of their pe 
liar qualifications. 

The ancient prejudice of the fuperior fitu 
of the land of one Englifh county abc 
another, for the produftion of faddle-hori 
and the fuppofed pre-eminence of Yorkftii 
Northumberland, and Durham, has been 
late years fully and completely expofed T 
Ifle of Ely, Norfolk, and Suffolk, have : 
fome years paft, bred the beft hacks, and t 
falleft trotters in England, It follows r 
however, from thence, that equally good ftc 
may not be bred in any of the other couQti 
provided they have as good ftallions a 
mares, and purfue the bufinefs with as mu 
induftry. I was laughed at on all fides, foi 
ye^rs ago, for referring the whole matter 
cuftora, plenty of land, and convenience ; a 
foi* afferting, that horfe-breeding might 
carried on dfewhere, with equal or even fu| 
rior advantages to thofe experienced in Yoi 
fliire. The influence of cuftom over the hum 
mind is truly wonderful, and beyond all doc 
the real caule of the tardy progrefs of impro\ 

mei 
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ment. An old farmer, was making bitter 
complaints of the high price of cart-horfes, 
and the heavy tax it laid upon hufbandry. I 
afked him why he did not breed his own 
Horfes, fince they paid fo well. " Aye, aye," 
faid he, " but you know this is not a breeding 
county.** The good man, rented fifteen hun- 
dred acres of land, full half of which was fit 
for little elfe but pafturing of cattle. 

Even Mr. Marftiall, before quoted, although 
he has made miany very judicious obfervations, 
relative to Horfes, has not been, or rather was 
not, at the time of writing his Rural Oecono- 
my of Yorkfhire, able to fteer clear of the con- 
tagious influence of eftablifhed prejudice; 
doubtlefs hecaufe it related to a fubjeft, upon 
which he, had not beftowed a thorough exami- 
nation. He obferves ; " In Norfolk, the breed- 
ing of faddle-horfes has been repeatedly at- 
tempted without fuccefs. Yorkfhire ftallions 
have been, and ftill are, fent into Norfolk in 
the covering feafon. Th^ foals may be hand- 
fome, but they lofe their form as they grow 
up. On the contrary, in Yorkfhire, let the 
foal which is dropped be ever fo unpromifing, 
it will, if any true blood circulate in its veins, 
acquire fafhion, ftrength, and aftivity, with its 
growth.'* He feems to refer thefe advantages 
to " the influence of climature on the conftitu- 
tion ;" and adds, that no map has yet been able 

to 
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to breed Arabian borfes in England; Ev^^Hk 
horfes in France, or Germany ; nor Yorkttitr9 
korfes in any other diftrifl. of England. Only 
the general piincipie of this reafoning appean 
to be juft ; the application is eotally errcNE^eousu 
There can exift no doubt of the favourable 
influence of genial climature^ and rich pailut 
rage. But it remains to be proted, that YiOTk<» 
fhire has ever excdied all ot^r parts of Eng^* 
land, either in thofe refpefiis, or in the (uperior 
quality of their Horfe ; the reverfc, however^ 
at this time, needs no proof. In the igumber 
of Horfes bred, there can be no doubt of the 
fuperiority of Yorkftiine, hut it appears to me, 
that the proportion of bad ones, has been full 
as large in that as in any other county* The 
Yorkfhire bred Horfes have long asd often been 
remarked, for their heavy heads, round* gummy 
legs, and general %faBt of fyinraetry^ Thefe 
defe£ls were ever vifible enough, in many of 
the long, heavy, lumbering, half^br^d ftallions 
of that county. It is highly prd)able, that the 
ill fuccefs, with which, accordintg to Mr. Mar^ 
(faalFs account, the early attempts of the Nor- 
folk breeders was attended, may have been OC'^ 
cafioned, among other difadvantages to which^ 
new undertakings arc ever liable, by the very~ 
circumftances of their introducing Yorkfliir 
ftock. Their own native flock was in 
refpeSs preferable ; from which, aififled by 

raci 



OTSTTHE HACKNEY A^MD HUNTtH. I7I 

iradng brted, they with their neighbour county 
^Suffolk, have fupplied the metropolis of late 
^y^csLTS with faddle-horfes of fuperior form and 
'leftimatbo to thofe of Yorklhir^. 

The reaibnings of this excellent author, 
''owing tneidy to the caufe already hinted, are 
^^Siot a whk more conckilive, on the fubjed of 
- zace-horfes ; of which more in its place. 

St. Bel alfo, afks very gravely for a folutton 

the difficulty, why Suffolk has a peculiar 

of bories, |ind why they cannot be 

^^red dfewhere? Experience teaches there is 

diflBctiity at all in the cafe. Any other 

:(mtAy having jnade choice of, and fet off 

^wi ginally with that peculiar fpecies (there lies 

'^he jet of the bufinefs, I believe) would have 

-^1 slong in'oduced much &ch another breed, 

'^^swuying in a trifling degree, irom local cir- 

-^cumftances. I know of no county in England, 

iwhidi I would not pledge myfelf to produce 

9aGe of Suflblk horfes, fo original in all 

;fpe6l8, ias to defy the penetration of the 

=t)eft jockies of that county. But it muft be 

effefted, by a more perfeft mediod, dian that 

-which 1 have known praftifcd by perlbns 

Tefident m fome of thofe, which are faid not to 

be breeding counties. They have been defirous 

^f breeding the large black cart horfes, but 

"dfter repeated trials, have relinquifhed it, &om 

^n alledged impoflibility of bringing them up 

to the required fize ; and yet their grafs land 

has 
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lias been equal, or ful^iior in goodnefs, ta that 
of the native foil of thfefe £aimoiis cattle^ Ob 
enquiry, I always found, that they indeed fenC 
their mare to a thorough-bred Horfe of the 
fpecies in requeft, but that (he herfelf was fure 
to be one of the common (lock of their own 
county. I have known more than one perfon 
attempt to breed racers upon the fame plan^ 
and with equal fuccefs. 

Major Jardine> in his entertaining and in- 
ftruftive letters from Barbary, Spain, &c. ob* 
ferves, very juftly, that the world feems to ber 
divided, for men, as well as cattle, into breed-* 
ing and feeding countries ; the determinations^ 
however, to either, I think ufually depend, 
upon accidental circumdances. 

The natural fuperiority of one Englifli coun— - 
ty over another, as to the point in queftion, has^ 
always been over-rated. Some local diftinc— 
tions, no doubt, mull exift; for inftance, the 
hardy mountaineers of Wales and Scotland^ 
excel in ftrength of conftitution, ability to- 
carry weight, and toughnefs of feet; but arcr 
deficient in fize, figure, and fpeed. 

I have obferved, upon the little attention^ 
merited by the colour of Horfes, with reference 
to their good or bad qualities. In fome re— 
fpe6ls, it may intereft nice and curious people^ 
who are more folicitous about external appear^- 
ance, than great and ufeful qualifications --► 

Thus»^ 
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7hus, greys and browns, fpot and (lain very 

muchy with the dirt and fweat, and are made 

dry and clean with great difficulty ; the ftains 

remaining longer upon them, than on other 

colours. Light greys, nutmeg-coloured horfes^ 

and red roans, if well-bred, perhaps exhibit 

that fymmetry to the beft advantage, which is 

the concomitant of high-racing blood. The 

latter never fail to remind fportfmen of the old 

fchool, of the famous Sedbury, faid to have 

been the jufteft proportioned horfe ever bred 

in England; on this head an exception muft be 

jnade in refpefi; to the legs and hoofs of Horfes, 

which conftant experience has (hewn to be 

beft, when of a dark colour. 

For their temperaments, both mental and 
corporeal, the ftrifteft analogy may be found 
in the human fpecies. We obferve among 
Hories, the hot, irritable, and weak ; the cold, 
phlegmatic, flow, and durable; with all the 
various intermediate gradations* It can be 
only by way of refreftiing the memory of his 
readers, when an author prefumes to counfd 
them, to make choice of a medium. 

Hot horfes are generally fpeedy and fafc 
goers, pleafant to ride, the beft flying leapers, 
and their legs ftand clean and dry, in the 
ftable ; but fliort and eafy taflcs, of all kinds, fuit 
^hem beft; they are unfit to carry heavy 
^dghts^ and if they feed well when they play, 

they 
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they are fure to lofe their appetite in work. 
It mufl be noted, neverthelefs, that there is a 
fpecies of this genus, which may be ftyled, 
refolute horfes; thefe, notwithftanding their 
heat and choler, will endure to the very laft, 
and in the hands of thofe who have (kill and 
ability fufiicient to manage them, will beat all 
other hories. Of this fpecies, precifely, was the 
celebrated £clipfe« 

It is only ringing the changes, to particu- 
larize the incidental qualities of the cold, phlegm 
matic, and dull ; they are, among a variety of 
diforders, particularly liable to fwelled legs, 
greafe, and difeafes of the eyes, befides being 
flow, and liable to falL There is ftill a variety^ 
partaking of the phlegm, and, in fome degree, 
of the inconveniences of the kfirmentioned* 
which have (farong conftitutions, feed well, and 
are fit for a long day, and conftant work; 
whofe want of fpeed is compenfated by their 
powers of duration ; in a word, ftout horfes. 
Of the extremes ; the flow, and ftcut horfe, ig 
certainly of more value than the hot, unceitain, 
and fpeedy one, m all fituations^ but upon the 
turf. 

The teasspers of Horfes, like thofe of their 
mafters, are various, endowed with a greater or 
lefs propiMTtion of intelligence, lagacity, and 
leeling; and it is but too often, the beaft 
evinces the.greater degree of ladonality, Tbcii 

difpofitions 
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dtfpofitions admit, conveniently enough, of the 
following claffification ; the docile and gene«- 
Toas, the ftupid and unnoticiog, and the per- 
verfe and rebellious. In all thele, the more 
they are treated with reafon, tem^per, and cora- 
paflion, the more tl^ conduce to the eafe, the 
profit, and contentment of man ; and this, I am 
convinced by experience, will be acknowledged 
by none more readily than by thofe, who, hav- 
ing been accuflomed to the contrary, will vouch- 
lafe to make fair trial of fuch methods. As to 
the firft, or the docile and generous, it is in- 
conceivable to thoffe who have not made the 
pleafing effay, to what a degree of perfeftion 
their faculties nay be brought, by rational and ' 
conciliating -udtgt. In a very fhort time, cor- 
reftion becomes perfeftly ufelefs, and the whip 
and fpur, the raere harmlefs inftruments of your 
direddon. The found of his mailer's voice, is 
•at once loved, feared, and obeyed, by a gene- 
rous, and well'^managed Horfe. Inftead of It 
refluftatat and treacherous flave, you have ob^ 
tailed an humble, and fiMthful friend, a wilHng 
fiiarer in your toil?, atd in your pleafuresi; 
even *an agreeable companion, who, akhough 
ht capnot converfe, underftands you well ; who 
talkes every hint^ every indication, from your 
hand or voice, in an inftant ; and plainly (hews 
a p^ride and pleafure in obedience, whether it 
be 40 comfttadn himfdf for your eafe, or to lay 
out the "Wh^Ac of his powears^ even unto death, 

for 
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for your fervice. While fuch advantages are 
prafticable, through the eafy and pleafing 
mean of humanity, who would take the pains 
to be a tyrant ? 

It is well known that fome Horfes, although 
rather ill-natured to their own fpecies (for which 
it is difficult to affign a reafon) are exceediiigly 
attached to the human, and will play with their 
keepers, with as much apparent delight, as 
fpaniels ; but horfe-play is proverbially danger- 
ous, and I have thence witnefTed feveral fatal 
accidents. 

The fecond clafs, or the ftupid and unno- 
ticing, it is obvious, can never be mended by 
harfli, and cruel ufage. It can only ferve to 
increafe the natural torpor of their difpofition^ 
and render their bodies infenfible and callous ; 
in faft, to lefTen their ufe, and increafe their 
owner's trouble. A poft-boy would lay to me, 
" Ah, matter, your fine reafons would never 
bring my horfes through their ftage.** Thefe 
praftical fages are, however, not always right. 
It feems to me, at leaft plaufible, that if they 
did not deaden their horfes feelings, by a pre- 
mature, and too free ufe of the whip and fpur, 
they would fave their arms and legs much la- 
bour, and their mafters a great deal of horfe- 
flefh. 

The perverfe and rebellious, or vicious 
horfes, are of two kinds, thofe which are fo 
from natural predifpofition, and fuch as are 

rendered 
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rendered reftifF, or vicious, from itifufficient 
breaking, or acquired habits. The firft is ever 
. a loft cafe, whatever the moft (kilful domitor 
^quorum may pretend to the contrary ; and in 
tile fecond, the cure is but uncertain at beft, 
which will be allowed, by all thofe, who have 
confidered the mighty power of habit, even 
among us two-legged animals, who vaunt fo 
Wghly of the ftrength of our reafoning facul- 
ties. The difciples of Locke will deny the ex- 
iftence of innate qualities, fuch as I have fup- 
pofed. They (hould, I think, fumifli fome new 
hypothefis, on which to account for the fol- 
lowing fa£b, the truth of which will be allowed, 
by all who have had much experience in Horfes. 
Two colts, of like age, fliall be broke at the 
feme time, by perfons of equal (kill, or by the 
feme perfon. They (hall be treated precifely 
^^ the fame manner, in all refpefts ; and yet the 
one Ihall be tamed to obedience, with only the 
coiiimon difficulties, and remain perfeftly quiet ; 
^Hilft the other, even if rendered fomewhat 
t^nie at firft, fhall always obey with reluftance, 
arid continue felf-willed and reftiff all his life, 
^eftivenefs, and various other qualities, bad or 
good, ^re alfo known to be fometimes heredi- 
»tary, and to run through many generations. 
1^0 not thefe natural tendencies, (granting their 
^^iftence) either in man, or beaft, arife from 
*he accidental variation of fpecific quantity in 
VOL. u N the 
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the elements which compofe the animal mais^ 
or compound ; from its peculiar ftrufture, and 
organization ? 

It is impoITible, by any mode of calculatiod^ 
which includes the probable rifks, to attach th 
value of a fingle penny to the living carcafeo 
a determined reftifF, or vicious horfe ; and it i 
the intereft of every unfortunate proprietor 
fuch an one, to knock him on the head, in pr 
ference to being obliged to keep, and ufe hi 
The conqueft gained over his will, is alway ;$ 
temporary and uncertain; in a fingle moraex^f:, 
more than the worth of his whole life of fej> 
vices is kicked down, and perhaps forae melafi- 
choly accident induced. Many dafhing youn^ 
bUdes, I know, are fond of exhibiting their 
prowefs, and their (kill, upon thefe intraftable 
animals ; but I really think it a pity, that fuch 
as have any brains to lofe, fhould rifk a frac- 
ture, in fo uninterefting and contemptible a bu- 
finefs. In thefe cafes, chance often throws them 
into fituations, in which neither their ftrengtb, 
nor courage, can be of much ufe to them- 
The laft accident of this fort, I particularly nc^ 
ticed, happened to a man, who had both hi$ 
thighs broken, by his horfe taking it into his 
head, to go down with him into the area of ap 
houfe, near Leicefter Fields. 

It is laughable to fee a man patting and^ 
cheruping a reftiff horfe, and the fubtle anima.^ 

fuckiii 
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uicking up his wind, turning his eyes, and leer* 

^ng, as if to fliew the contempt he entertains for 

Ws rider. In a confirmed cafe, mild methods 

father do harm, even if they have a temporary 

■iiccefs ; it is only putting off the evil occafion, 

which the enemy will watch, in order to obtain 

in advantage. An abfolute conqueft, on every 

contention, muft be obtained over his will, if 

;>oflible ; . to which nothing will be fo condu* 

"ive, as the repeated, and forcible ftrokes of a 

jood pair of fpurs, and the vigorous applica- 

ion of the beft end of your (helala to his 

inouth, legs, and the mufcular part of his thighs* 

i^hen the defeft of obedience has arifen merely 

Tom improper treatment, common fenfe will 

naturally prefcribe mildnefs and patience, mixed 

^ith proper degrees of feverity. 

But there are certain kinds of vicious Horfes 

rendered fo by tricks, originally taught them, 

id fubfequent cruel ufage) of which it is ne- 

^flary that I fpeak particularly, for humanity 

ke, as they are moft truly deferving of com- 

feration. Thefe are, biters and kickers, which 

ftranger can approach with fafety, and of 

ich every man ought to be aware, who at- 

is a repofitory, or fair. Nothing can more 

ibly exemplify the wonderful power of ha- 

han the aftions of thefe wretched and irri- 

creatures ; for it is clearly evident, they 

ifted upon by an involuntary impulfe, 

N 2 which 
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which no defire of their own, or dread of th^ 
moft fevere puniftiment, can enable them tc 
counterafl, when feized with the fit. It is, per- 
haps, a fpecies of madnefs. I have known one ol 
each kind, kept more than a twelvemonth, merel) 
by way of making the experiment, whether il 
were poflible to cure them. The greateft feve 
rity, inftead of breaking their fpirits, ferved onlj 
to enrage, and render them worfe ; nor had kinc 
ufage any material effeft towards their cure 
They were both mares, and moft excellenl 
workers. What is very fingular, in the biter 
although (he was fo favage in the ftable, tha) 
befides a number of inferior accidents, (he tore 
out the entrails of a boy, (he yet never difco 
vered the leaft inclination to bite out of doors 
in any fituation whatever. 

The wanton cruelty which is exercifed upoi 
thefe creatures, renders them infilnitely mor 
dangerous ; for, being accuftomed to look upo: 
all mankind as their enemies and torturers, the* 
always ftand prepared for offence ; and men 
who tranfgrefs in thiat way, would do well t 
confider what accident they may be preparin 
for fome innocent perfon. I fpeak from tb 
recolleflion of having feen a kicker, at a cc3 
tain repofitory, which one of the attendaft. 
took a great pleafure in exhibiting to a groug 
of idle fellows. It was a mare, and thefe hm, 
barians amuied themfelves by thrufting flic 

in 
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irmto her burden and fundament, and whipping 
fci.er in a moft cruel manner. The foolifh prac- 
of the boys in the running ftables, of teach* 
g their horfes to kick, is alfo well known ; I 
cannot tell whether it prevails, at prefent, in 
tlie degree it formerly did ; but I have often 
vrondered it did not attraft the attention of the 
proprietors of thofe horfes, probable, as it was, 
to be attended with fuch ferious mifchiefs. 
Many years ago, I had occafion to accompany 
a friend to fee a horfe, called King Priam. It 
appeared, the horfe had learned his leflbn per- 
feftly, for the inftant we ftood behind him, he 
feluted us with both his heels, which very for- 
tunately brufhed my friend's hat off— one half- 
^^h farther, and he had never wanted another 
'J^nter. There are many, no doubt, who will 
'^iicule thefe obfervations ; but how patiently 
^^uld I bear their mirth, could I be certain 
tfla.t: only one perfon were benefited by my 
^^tions, or one fmgle animal more humanely 
t^^^ted. 

X f there be any fafe method of approaching 
^^ious animals, it is to warn them with a fome- 
^*^^t loud and fevere voice, but to avoid all 
*Pp>earance of offence. 

^ince habits are retained with fuch invincible 
P'^^irtacy by Horfes, it is furely of the utmoft 
^"^ ^riortance to inculcate good ones very early, 
^iic\ to flifle evil ones in the birth, I have 

N 3 . known 
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known fome Horfes take it into their heads, 
that they never ought to pafs pigs led in ftrings, 
tilted waggons, or windmills, and which they 
never could be prevailed upon to do, by fair 
means, to the end of their lives ; except, in-» 
deed, when they were (ick, in which cafe, 
Horfes feldom or never ftiy. It is a miftaken 
notion to fuppofe, that Horfes always ftiy from 
fear ; it is frequently the mere confequence of a 
fpecies of affeftation, of a brifk flow of fpirits, 
and a fenfe of being above their work ; and 
it is a good joke, to fee what a wonderful 
deal of trouble fome of our equeftrians give 
themfelves, to urge their horfe, either by force 
or foothing, to approach the dreadful obje6l, 
which, in good truth, the frolic being nearly 
over, he fears or regards, juft as little as them- 
felves. Thus certain gallants have a fine op- 
portunity of fliewing their courage, when their 
faftidious and delicate ladies affeft to be fright- 
ened. Correftion muft be ufed, with a very 
fparing hand, to ftiy and flcittifli Horfes, and paf^ 
fion ought ever, in fuch cafes, to be fuppreffed. 
The rider fhould be prepared, without fuflPering 
his horfe to perceive either preparation, or fo- 
licitude, and ought rather to flacken the reins, 
If correftion, and urging forward, be abfolutely 
neceflaryi it ought to be adminiftered with the 
fpur folely, aided by the calf of the leg, knee, 
and bridle : if you whip a horfe for (hying, you 

incuf 
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incur the rifk of driving him to the everlafting 
habit of flying out of the road ; a charming 
pra6lice, in dark nights, and dangerous ways. 

As for the fize of Horfes, perhaps fixteen 
hands ought to be the extreme, for whatever 
purpofe, either of faddle or draught. I believe, 
on the flrength of my own experience, and 
what I more refpeft, the opinions of men who 
have had the longefl and greateft praftice, that all 
poflible advantages may be concentred within 
that compafs, and numberlefs difadvantages re- 
fulting from over-fize, avoided. It has been faid, 
that '* a great, good horfe, will beat a little one ;* 
and there is no doubt, but where the goodnefs, in 
all points, is equal, the largeft rauft be the beft; 
but we generally find, in all animals, that as 
they advance beyond the ufual ftandard, they 
lofe in fymmetry, in proportion as they gain in 
bulk. It is rare to fee a man, of fix feet fix, well 
fhaped. Among Horfes, perhaps, the fmalleft 
f\ze, or ponies, are, upon the average, of the 
trueft make. The Latins fay, Ine/l fua gratia, 
j)arvis — what is little, is pretty. 

A hunter, or charger, fliould be between fif- 
teen hands, and fifteen three. It is obvious, that 
in the field, low Horfes can never clear their leaps 
fo well, or carry a man fo gallantly over the coun- 
try, as thofe of a commanding fize. The mofl 
advantageous height of a hack, is between four- 
teen and fifteen hands one inch. A lady's horfe, 
either for road, or field, ftiould never exceed 

N 4 fifteen* 
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fifteen. The convenience of ponies and gallo- 
ways, for the fummer feafon, and their incon- 
venience, in deep roads and dirty weather, are 
in the way of every body*s obfervation. 

It is a truth, like numberlefs others, much 
better known than praftifed, that Horfes (hould 
never be put to fevere labour whilft youngs 
Our doing fo much violence to their ftrength, 
in this country, whilft their fmews are yet too 
flexible and tender, and have not acquired due 
fubftance and tenfity, is the occafion of their 
growing old fo foon, and becoming, at fuch a 
premature period of their lives, totally unfit for 
any, but the loweft drudgery. We have ha4 
fome inftances of Horfes reaching forty years 
of age, but thirty feems to be, ii> general, their 
lateft period ; and it may be compared to the 
human date of three-fcore. and ten. As man is 
in the flower of his ftrength, from thirty-five 
to forty years of age ; by a parity of reafoning, 
our Horfes would be in their higheft ftate of 
perfeftion, for ftrength, toughnefs, vigour, and 
expertnefs at their bufinefs, from ten to fifteen, 
were we honeft and humane enough, to allow 
them the fair chances of exiftence. That fuch 
theory will not treacheroufly abandon us in 
praftice, as is too often the c?ife, I h^ve reafon 
to be convinced, from fome pleafing experi- 
ments of my own, and from the obfervation of 
thofe of other people. What a happy plan, 

where 
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where we can make humanity, and intereft, co- 
incide — but do they not always coincide? 
What a faving to individuals, and the country 
at large, to double almoft the period of fervice 
in that vaft number of our Horfes, which are 
now prematurely torn to pieces, and deftroyed, 
I fhall embrace every opportunity which pre- 
fcnts, in the courfe of this work, to point out 
the means moft conducive to this defirable end. 
Horfes, for flow-draft (the leaft injurious of 
all their labour) may be put to gentle work, in 
careful hands, even at two years old, without 
fufl:aining any injury ; and it is the cuftom of 
the country : bijt great care ought to be taken, 
never to put them upon long and heavy jobs, or 
iubjeft them to heats and colds, and piercing 
winds ; and, in particular, not to ftrain them at 
dead pulls ; for amongft an infinity of acci- 
dents, to which, in that green age, they are lia* 
ble, hurts in the loins are to be apprehended, 
from which they never after recover. Every 
body will tell you, that road-horfes and hunters 
ihould not be worked until five years old ; and 
.it is moft true : the latter, indeed, ought not to 
endure many fevere runs, the firft feafon. But 
it is not enough, that young Horfes are not 
worked hard ; that is to fay, ridden faft, or long 
journeys ; for whatever bone they may have, 
no high weight ought to come upon their 
backs, until they have attained, at leaft, five 

years 
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years growth. From the improvident cuftom 
of over- weighting them too early, even if they 
are ridden flow, arife windgals, fplents, fpavins, 
weaknefs of the joints, and that common tribe 
of defefts, which are the confequence of over- 
ftretched ligaments. 

TheEnglifh have been ridiculed by foreign* 
ers, for " making curtails," both upon their kings 
and their Horfes. As to thofe made upon the 
latter, I think there can be no doubt of the 
utility. Long tails, for which fome people are 
fuch warm advocates, fetting afide the incom- 
modity to the rider, of being fanned by them, 
dirty or clean, do not in their appearance 
convey that idea of expedition upon which our 
affeftions are fo bent in this country ; buckled 
up, they to be fure have the air militair^ but 
do not look fportfman-like, which is our mark. 
A horfe will carry even a better full tail (a 
long one I mean) for having been docked; 
and it is an old opinion, which carries a ftiew 
of reafon with it, that by abridging the tails, 
you ftrengthen the loins of Horfes. As what 
I have to fay upon the tails of Horfes, is of a 
general nature, I may as well fay it in this 
place, and have done with it. It has ever 
been my favourite ftudy (when leifure w; 
permitted me) to endeavour by all ftafibl 
means, to leflen the miferies of animals, and i 
is true, this principle has often forced xne t 

tu 
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turn executioner. I had heard of many acci» 
dents, fome of them fatal, from Horfes being 
docked at too late a period, and by bungling 
blackfmiths; and indeed I had feen feveral 
operations of the kind, which made me fick. 
It occurred to me, that colts ought to be 
docked early, whilft the tail is tender and 
grifley ; which operation I ever afterwards per- ' 
formed, upon my xiwn, myfelf, with a good 
{harp kitchen knife, with all poflibje fuccefs, 
and which I wifh to recommend as a general 
cuftom. The two laft I docked, were, one 
about three months, the other about three 
weeks old ; the one got by a cart, the other by 
a bred horfe. Thefe colts were perfeftly tame 
and handy (a ftate in which I always chufe to 
have them) and whilft eating a few carrots, 
they fuffered me to tie their hair upfecundum 
artem, and to make the ftroke, which curtailed 
them in an inftant; and with fo little pain, 
that they fcarce left their carrots. The ufual 
quantity taken off, agrees in length with the 
width of a man's hand ; but perhaps it ought 
to be rather more from the confideration of its 
being done fo early. The bred colt was fo 
indifferent about the matter, that he fuffered 
me, about half an hour afterwards, to lay hold 
of his tail again, and make a ligature to flop 
the blood. If a flux of blood be not defired, 
^ ligature may be made, previous to the ope- 
ration; 
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ration ; but in cafe of plethora, dullnefs, or 
heaviness about the head and- eyes, it naay be 
prefumed that bleeding will benefit the colt, 
and the wound may be intirely neglefted. If 
any application be thought neceffary, nothing 
is fo proper as French brandy. No twitching, 
trammelling, fearing with hot irons, nor any 
of the barbarous Vulcanian apparatus, is here 
required; and what will weigh more than all 
the reft, with certain of my readers — no far- 
riers bill. 

Of nicking, I fhall fay but little ; in truth if 
nobody were more attached to it than I am, 
the art would foon be loft, from difufe*"^ At 
prefent, I muft allow, we fet Horfes tails in a 
more natural form, than fome years back, 
when it was the cuftom to cock them bolt up- 
right, in a moft burlefque, and prepofterous 
manner, and a young horfe, with his blaTing 
meteor difplayed a pojieriore^ looked juft as 
naturally and in cbarafler, as a young fellow 
with his head enveloped in the curls of m 
enormous perriwig. My prejudice in favour 
of every thing appertaining to the turf,* may 
perhaps warp my judgment ; but I am all for 
broom or racing tails, fuch as are " cut fquarei 
by the Ruffian ftandard ;" thefe, I think, are be- 
coming and natural to all forts and fizes o£ 
Horfes, but more particularly at this time, noMP 

the fhew of blood is fo univerfal. As to the 

arr 
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art of nicking; every dealer or farrier can per- 
form it. Bartlet's fuppofcd improveqient, I 
underftand, did not fucceed, I fpeak not from 
my own knowledge. 

I have alfo cropped yearlings. It is appa- 
rent, in that time, or at any rate, at two years 
old, whether from the over-fize, ill-fhape, or 
pofition of the ears, it will be ever neceffary 
to crop the nag ; and if fo, there is an obvious 
convenience in having it done early, and 
before he comes into work; and I have never 
found that the after-growth of the ear, fpoiled 
the crop. There is one difadvantage in this 
bufinefs, which however fome people will 
think an advantage. It furniflies an opportu* 
nity of deception. One of the colts mentioned 
above, I fold to a dealer at two years old; 
being cropped and docked, and neither his 
ears nor tail bearing the leaft mark of recent 
operation, he in one fingle day more reached 
four years of age; and was aftually fold at 
Winchefter fair, as a four year old. 

The praftice of caflrating Horfes, fo univer- 
fal in this country, is no doubt founded upon 
the moft rational experience of its ufe and 
propriety ; viewing it even in the light of huma- 
nity, it is preferable. We do not find that 
inferiority in geldings for any fervices, which 
theoretical reafoning upon the matter might 
Ifead Us to fuppofe. The difference between 

the 
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the fexes, I judge to be, that mares are neither* 
able to carry or draw fuch heavy weights as 
Horfes, or geldings ; and that Horfes have the 
fuperiority in thofe two refpefts. 

The chief difadvantage of mares, is their 
faintnefs, and lofs of appetite, during their 
horfing time ; continuing, perhaps, two or three 
days, at feveral intervals in the fpring; but 
this is, in truth, of fo fmall import, that thou- 
fands of people who work mares, perceive 
nothing at all of the matter; and this trifling 
inconvenience is infinitely overbalanced by the 
confideration, that if an accident fhould hap- 
pen to render your mare totally unfit fof 
labour, flie may ftill produce you a fubftitute- 
Mr. Marfhall has recommended fpay ing mares 
very ftrongly, which he fuppofes a new ideaj 
but fuch does not appear to be the cafe, as I 
have feen an advertifement, fixty or feventy 
years old, of grafs for fpayed mares. There can 
be no doubt but mares might be cut with equal 
fafety as heifers ; but, I conceive, by no means 
with equal, or indeed any probable advantage. 
We have all the reafon in the world to be 
fatisfied with the labours of our mares un- 
fpayed ; now (hould an accident happen to a 
fpayed mare, we could not eat her, as we 
could a heifer. 

For many years paft, the people of this 
country, have wifely adhered to the natural 

PACES 
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?ACEs of the Horfe, which are walk, trot, 

CANTER and GALLOP. The CANTER is a 

natural pace (although many Horfes require 

to be taught) as is obvious, from colts of a 

few weeks old performing it in a handfome 

manner. In former days, when faftitious 

principles of all kinds were in vogue, and were 

held fo indifpenfible ; and when the (Indies 

of men feemed to be direfted to an inverfion 

of the order of nature, in fo many refpefts ; 

they did not forget to fupplant her in the 

niotions of their Horfes, by forcing them into 

an;ificial paces. Thus Markham, and the old 

writers, defcribe pacing and racking^ which 

^ey took the pains to teach their Horfes by 

^ruel and dangerous methods. Thefe motions 

^^re a kind of mixture, or confufion of the 

^^tural paces, as may be conceived from the 

'^ode in which they were taught, namely, by 

forcing the Horfes to go with their legs tied. 

^^cking, it feems, was that irregular run, be- 

tveen a trot and a gallop, which we often at 

^'^is time obferve a horfe to fall into, when 

"^dly ridden, and of which many Horfes 

^^quire the habit. Pacing was not entirely 

^^t of vogue in Bracken's days, and I have 

•^Hown one pacing-horfe, within my own 

^exaory, they called him a natural-padder ; but 

^^^ padding feemed to me to proceed either 

'^^ttx forae defeft, or from bad riding. 

I fhall 
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I (hall defer awhile fpeaking farther of the 
paceSy and proceed to the proper fliape and 
qualifications of faddle-horfes. And firft^ with 
refpeft to beauty in Horfes ; ftriftly fpeaking^ 
it is the neceffary refult of fymmetry, and exa^ 
proportions ; but neverthelefs, many thorough- 
(haped Horfes are not accounted handfome ; 
and more, which have a beautiful and gallant 
appearance, are far enough from being tho- 
roughly well made. This requires no explana* 
tibn. In this country, where fpeed is the firft 
objeft, provided a horfe be well made in the 
cardinal points (if I may be permitted that ex- 
preffion) or thofe parts moft immediately con- 
tributory to aftion, beauty is taken for granted, 
by the knowing ones. Has he a large head ? 
Well, he carries it himfelf ; the quefticMi is, does 
he carry it faft, and in a good place ? Is he 
a ragged hipped one ? Never mind, he is well 
filleted. — Goofe-rumped ? What o'that, he 
lifes well before, and is deep in the girt.— 
There is, however, a very erroneous notion, 
which has been long current, but, moft af- 
fiiredly, is not fterling. It is faid, that " Horfes 
of all ftiapes and makes, may be goers." This 
verifimilitude has taken its rife^ from Horfes o 
rough and unpleafing appearances, but in re- 
ality, poffefling confiderable extent in the moft 
material parts, being often endowed with great 
powers of aftion. I have heard^ it was the 

fayin 
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frying of old Frampton, or old Bracken, or 

foine other great judge, that " Horfes always 

go with their flioulders/' In truth, no hoife 

W-ith a fmall, fleet, upright flioulder, was ever 

a goer. Goodnefs depends fo far upon fliape, 

tHat whenever you have obtained hack, hunter, 

or racer, right in the material points, you are 

Jure of fome qualification above the common 

run ; you have got either extraordinary fpeed, 

or great powers of continuance ; which will, 

^gain, materially depend upon animal tempera- 

'»ent. The material points are, a deep and 

oblique flioulder, length, width in the quarters, 

^^^d free courfe for the wind. 

Jlatnels, and depth, are the bafis, or princi- 
ple of fpeed ; but to produce ftrength, good- 
nefs, and beauty, fubftance is neceflary. So to 
•■peak, rotundity, fwelling over a deep and flat 
€i"ound, forms the true fliape of a nag ; this is 
n^ofl; apparent in the counter flioulder, and 
^eep oval quarter, 

A hack, or hunter, ought to be fliaped, in all 
Points, exaftly like a race-horfe, bating fome- 
'^hat of his length ; the abatement for the 
^u titer, it is obvious, need not be fo confide- 
^able. 

-As to the DEFECTS of Horfes, and parts 
^osT liable, to defect, here follows a ca- 
talogue of the principal; which a man ought 
to have in his mind's eye, whilfl: about to make 
VOL. I. o apurchafe; 
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a purchafe; more ' particularly^ if unattended 
with warranty : viz. 

Head ill set on, or too long, eyem 

AGE, WOLVe's teeth, BLADDERS IN THE 
MOUTH,GIGS, GLANDERS, JOGGED UNDERTH? 
JAW, HIDE-BOUND, BROKEN WIND, CRIE 
BITER OR TICKER, RUN-A-WAY, RESTIFF, VZI 
CIOUS, NECK-REVERSED, OR COCK^THRO^ 
?ELED, EWE OR DEER-NECKED, SHOULD 
STRAIGHT AND HEAVY, CHEST NARROW 
WIDE, JIIGH ON THE LEG, BROKEN KNE 
ROUND LEGS, AND GREASE, WINDGALL15, S* 
NEWS DOWN, SPLENT, OSLET, SPEEDY CX^ ' 
KNOCK, M ALLENDERS, HURTS IN T»E JOINTT" 
TOES TURNED OUTOR IN,FEET SOFT OR HA It J 
LARGE, SMALL, OR DEEP, QUITTER, FAL S 
QUARTERS, RINGBONE, SANDCRACK, GR0G(5^ ^ 
FOUNDED, THRUSHES, CORNS, HIGH-GOEl 
DAISEY- CUTTER, FORE- LOW, SHALLO^ 
GIRTH, HOLLOW-BACKED, BREAM-BACKED I^ 
LONG -BACKED, BROKEN - BACKED ORM^ 
GRIM, LIGHT CARCASE, BURSTEN, RAGGE:!^ 
HIPPED, DROOP-ARSED, J)UTCH OR ROUN'l 
BUTTOCKS, HIPSHOT, STIFFLED, LAME H 
WHIRLBONE, SPAVINS, BONE AND BOG, CUB-B 
THOROUGHPIN, CAPPED HOCKS, OR HOUG^H 
BONEY, SALLENDERS, SICKLE-HAMMED, C^' 
BEHIND, HAMMER AND PINCHERS, OR OV^^ 
HEACH, WRONG-END FIRST, STRINGHALT* 

A hor! 
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A horfe may be good with a large head5 

provided it fhews fymmetry, is joined to the 

neck with a curve, or is wide enough in the 

upper part of the jaw-bones, to admit of being 

pulled in, without impeding refpiration ; other- 

vife, a heavy, fat head, forebodes dulnefs and 

diflemper, particularly of the eyes. A long 

head occafions the horfe to bear heavy upon 

*lie hand (however good his mouth may be) as 

foon as his flow of fpirits is over. A head too 

fliort (as St. Bel obferves) detrafts from the 

cquipoife of the body ; it certainly detrafts 

from the idea of proportion, as well as a too 

long one; and without alledging any particular 

M^oonveniences belonging to it, I think we fel- 

dorn fee a capital horfe with a very (hort 

head. 

The EYE fliould be viewed in a good light, 

or rather in the fun-fliine, the examiner ftand- 
• 

rog in the fliade. It ought to be bright and 
trainfparent, as it were, to the bottom, and free 
ftorn haze, dulnefs, or cloud. The dull, or 
^sil-black eye, or that encircled with a blue 
cl^ud, are precarious. As to external confor- 
^5ition, the eye fliould be fomewhat prominent, 
wthout being too full and large ; the large 
glsifly eye, is always fufpicious ; as is alfo the 
^^^\\ pig-eye. Thick, moift eye-lids denote a- 
fl^X of humours. It is eafy to diftinguifli exter- 
nal accidents, of the probable danger of which, 
^^ appertains to experience to determine. 

02 It 
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It is faid, Roman-nofed Horfes are generall 
ftout and hardy. The term Jlout^ in equeftria 
language, applies invariably to the courage 
not the fubftance of the horfe. 

The MOUTH, to be perfeft, ought to contaii 
the bit handfomely, and well ; and to be c 
fuch juft temper, as to be able to bear confide 
rable preffure with the fnaffle, and yet be fer 
fible of the leaft direfting motion of the rider 
hand : alfo, to be free of wolves teeth, namel] 
irregular ories, which may cut the tongu< 
gums, or infide of the lips, in maftication ; c 
gigs and bladders, which get between the teeth 
and the teeth themfelves, untouched by art. 
once purchafed a mare, in very low conditioi 
which did not amend, although (he did, or ir 
deed was able to do, fcarce any work. Sh 
ate little, particularly of hay, which (he was ofc 
ferved to take into her mouth, and drop ou 
again, without being able to chew it. ; On < 
nearer infpeftion, it appeared, all her teeth ba 
been filed down ; and there is no doubt, bt 
the miferable creature foon funk under he 
work, for want of due fuftenance. It was wit 
regret, but I was obliged to part with her. 

A difcharge from the noftrils, even if it b 
fomewhat thick, may be nothing more tha.n 
cold ; but if it be attended with a fwelling c 
the glands, under the throat, it indicates a di 
eafe of fome {landing, of which the confequenc 

m^ 
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may be both trouble and dangen As to the 
Glanders, granting the difcharge to have been 
fuppreffed by art, the difeafe is indicated by an 
over quantity of foam in the mouth, by fwell- 
ing of the glands, and by the deadnefs of the 
* hair, which will come oft' with the fligheft pull 
of the fingers. 

. Broken Wind is difcovered by the quick 
and irregular heaving of the flanks, and a more 
than ordinary dilatation of the noftrils ; fome- 
times alfo, by a confumptive appearance of the 
body. But the ufual method of trying the 
foundnefs of a horfe's wind, is, to cough him ; 
which is performed by prefling the upper part 
of the wind-pipe, with the finger and thumb. 
The ^rong, clear, and full tone of the cough, 
prove his wind to be found ; if, on the con- 
trary, the note be ftiort, whiftling, and huflcy, 
the horfe is afthmatic, and unfound. Horfes. 
labouring under the worft ftage of this difeafe, 
are ftyled, in the language of the repofitory. 
Roarers, from the noife they make in work, of 
very little of which they are capable. Broken- 
winded mares are generally barren, although I 
have heard of one, which bred a whole team of 
horfes, after flie became afthmatic. Some pen- 
five and thick- winded horfes, are, of all others, 
the flrongeft, and mbft thorough-winded. They 
catch their wind with difficulty at firft ; but it 

03 comes 
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comes more free and clear, as their a£lion inA 
creafes. 

Ewe, or deer-necked Horfes, have fre- 
quently fine ftioulders, and are fall goers ; and 
when the neck does not belly out too much^ 
and the head is well fet on, and the jaw-bones 
wide, they may be made to ride light in hand, 
and handfomely ; but if they are much cock- 
throppled, and the head is at the fame time fet 
on abruptly, they muft. always bear heavy on 
the hand. In this cafe, art affords no remedy ; 
and it is only tormenting the horfe fruitlelsly, 
to attempt it : when you bear, with great force, 
upon the martingale, you choke him. Let it 
be obferved, that the need of a martingale, de- 
tracts confiderably from the worth of a hqrfe. 
I fliould conceive, at leaft, five pounds in 
twenty. There is a defeftive form, which I 
have often feen, but cannot well defcribe, called- 
by the French, a falfe, or hatchet neck ; it is 
thin, and ftraight along the throat, having a 
cavity between x\\e top of the fhoulder and the 
withers. Thin, loofe, and fwivel-necked horfes, 
carry their heads up in the air, particularly if 
fliort-headed, or tender- mouthed. When a 
martingale is ufed to palliate a natural defeft, 

the bits, and curb, ought ever to be of the 
mildeft. Long, rain-bow necks, are more for 

beauty, and ornament, than real fervice. They- 

feldom belong to capital goers. It is eafy to 

conceive^ 
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conceive, that a long and bulky neck, muft en- 
cumber, and retard progreflion, by deftroying 
the equipoife of the machine ; alfo, that with a 
fliorter neck, the horfe has a lefs diftance to fetch 
his wind. 

The form and (ize of the shoulder, is ob- 
vioufly a point of the firft importance. St. 
Bel, fpeaking of the mechanical caufes, of the 
power of progreffive motion, in every animated 
Machine, fays, " The bones and mufcles are Am- 
ply an apparatus of columns, levers, pullies, cords, 
hedges, &c. the combined operations of which 
occafion greater or lefs fpeed ;" — and, *^ on the 
good or bad conftruftion of the fhoulder, pro- 
greflion materially depends, as its motion deter- 
'^ines that of the inferior parts. A long and 
^bliqxie ftioulder, is the indication of fpeed, be- 
^^ufe, in proportion to the length, and obli- 
4^ity of that part, the farther the arms of the 
*^ver will be extended, and the greater will be 
^^c portion of the circle which it will defcribe.'* 
^^ order to capital a£lion,and that the horfe may 
^5ctend his legs very far forward, the ftioulder 
^uft fall backward from a deep breaft in an ob-» 
**C[Ue direftion (the fternum, or keel, fomewhat 
P^ojeftingj and, leffening by degrees, go fairly up 
^^ the top of the withers. Mr. Culley (whofe ob- 
'^J'vations have always weight) is partial to Horfes 
^^dc a-top, upon the withers ; and fuppofing 
'^^ flioulders to be, at the fame time, very ob- 

o 4 liquely 
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liquely placed, there can be no doubt but fuch 
Hoifes will carry greater weight, in proportion^ 
and with equal fpeed. They are alfo, in ge- 
neral, eafy goers. The famous Mother Nce- 
fom, according to Bracken's account, was fc 
fliaped ; and I have known fome fuch, with ca- 
pital aftion : but this is rare, fuch forms beings 
in general, ftraight-fliouldered, and wide-chelt— 
ed, and by no means diftinguifhed for fpeed. 

The extreme obliquity, or ftant of the flioul— 
der, it muft t)e obferved, is requifite only foe 
the running-horfe, and even ambngft them, i 
is rare, extent of flioulder, providing it be fla 
and deep, or wide, always conferring propor 






tional powers of progreffion. The ftraig 
heavy-fhouldered horfe, is evidently, unfit f( 
any purpofe, but flow draft ; both the weigh^ 
limply confidered, and its mal-pofition, im 
ing progreflion. This accounts for well-fliap 
H^rfes, being more capable of high weigh 
th^n others with much greater fliew of fu 
fiance* 

A high and well -placed flioulder, is 
panied with all forts of advantages, of which 
is a very eminent one, that a proper placr 
is thereby fecured for the faddle, without th»^ 
ufe of a crupper, the need of which, as well, 
of a martingale, decreafes the value of a horfS 
I have faid that the flioulder-blades ought 
reach up to the top of the withers, diminifliiiri^ 

gradually ' 
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gradually, t|iat the withers be not too thick 
and vide. But this indeed is a rare perfec- 
tion. ; Many, which are efteemed good fhouU 
ders, have a cavity between their upper ex- 
tremity and the withers, admitting the faddlc 
too forward, and bringing the weight too far 
before the centre. 

The leaft experienced eye will readily deter- 
znine, whether a horfe be leggy, or too high 
^jipon the leg. It is very apparent, when tic 
legs form the moft confpicuous part, and 
sippear too long for the carcafe. The horfe is 
'^^eak in proportion, but it detrafts more from 
Clrength and continuance than fpeed. The 
legs being very fhort, is alfo a defeft, and of 
a. contrary tendency. But legs are never too 
long, when the horfe is fufficiently deep in the 
crarcafe. 

The KNEES muft be wide and ftrong, but 

lean, and free from puffinefs ; the hair bear no 

A^eftige of derangement. A nice eye, will in- 

flantly detefl any accident which may have 

liappened to the knees from a fall, even if 

years have lince intervened; there will be 

either an inequality of the furface, a few flaring 

liairs, or thofe which have grown after a cut will 

be of a different colour, or will be too long, 

and fo not lie level with the reft. The back 

part, or bend of the knee, is the fituation of 

»1AI-LENDERS, or CHOPS; the inner fide, 

fomewhat 
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(bmewhat below it, of the fpeedy cut, which i$ 
occafioned by ftrokes of the hoof in going* 
If the wounds have been healed, an excreC* 
cence will be diftinguifhed by the finger, or 
the hair will appear to flare. Trembling 
knees denote injury, from excefs of labour, 
which is generally without remedy. Osletts, 
are long excrefcences fituated under the knee, 
on the infidcj and fometimes contraft the 
joint. Splents are of the fame nature; their 
place is upon the (hank ; they are fufficiently 
palpable, either to fight or feeling, but of no 
detriment, when they do not interfere with 
the finews. They feldom increafe in fize, after 
fix years old. When they are fo placed, as to 
contraft the finews, it is much the cheapeft 
and fafeft way, to deem them incurable. 

If the legs be round and fleftiy, and no 
preternatural heat, or extraordinary pulfation 
is to be difcovered in them, by handling, it 
may be their natural ftiape. They witl be 
fubjeft to greafe and fcratches, and belong to 
a horfe of inferior kind. A good flat leg may 
have become round, hot, and fwelled, eithCT 
by over-work, or the want of it, and from 
ftanding week after week, tied up in a hot 
ftable.. The horfe may fliift and change his 
feet, from the pain in his legs, and yet the main 
finew may not have fuftained any material 
injury; for when that has really happened, he 

will 
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will be fure to inform you of it, by putting his 
leg and foot forward, in a loofe, faint, and 
faltering way. If he ftand thrufting out his 
fore-leg boldly, as if from wantonnefs, and 
refting on his heels, he is groggy; that is to 
iay, his finews are contrafted, or his feet bat- 
tered. To try how far the horfe has been in- 
jured, let him be walked about for half an 
hour, when the fwelling of his legs will, in all 
probability, fubfide. If you then obferve the 
tendo achilles, or main finew, diftinft from the 
fliank ; if on prefling it with the finger towards 
the bone, you find it firm, and tenfe ; if you 
^ilcover by the feel, no foft, fpongy finews 
hetween the (hank and the tendon, no extraor- 
dinary pulfation, but that all is well-braced, 
^nd wiry; you may conclude the f\^^elling$ 
'^ot dangerous. A perfon of experience, with 
^ nice and difcriminating finger, will fcarce 
^ Ver fail to deteft lamenefs in the back finews ; 
hiit I muft declare, that I have never yet in my 
hf^, met with fuch perfons among common 
€^C)oms, and farriers; who never attend to 
^^y other fymptoms in thefe cafes, than heat 
^^d tenfion; whereas thofe fymptoms may 
*^apve prevailed, in a very flight degree, or may 
^>^ pafl:, and the finews remaSn in a very lax 
^nd unfound ftate. I met with a remarkable 
c>c ample of this, very lately. Two men were 
returning from the houfe of a veterinary prac- 
titioner 
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titioner of feme note, with a fine young coacl 
horfe, which went lame. Upon enquiry, 1: 
had been lame fometime, and neither then 
felves, their raafter, nor the doftor, coul 
poffibly difcover the feat of his lamenefs, bi 
they had bliftered his paftern-joints, and take 
feveral other fteps at a hazard. I examine 
him out of curiofity. He had fcarce flood fti 
a minute, before he fet his near fore-leg on 
I found the foot and joint perfeftly cool, ar 
apparently without complaint. I had hi 
walked upon foft ground, and obferved, 1 
threw his Jbre-arms freely ^ and far enou^ 
forward^ by which I was convinced of .tl 
foundnefs of his fhoulders. On preffing tl 
back finew of the near fore-leg, the hor 
flinched, and on farther examination, I foun 
the finews foft and flabby, with fome littl 
heat and beating. It was in vain, that I con 
municated this difcovery to the men, or that 
demanded of them, whether, independent ( 
other ailments, which they fuppofed the hori 
might have, that which I had found, was n( 
fufficient to make him halt? No. One fai 
he was lame behind, the other, that the lam< 
nefs was in his fliouldfer, and that he kn^^ 
a farrier who could remove it at a certainty. 

There feems a ftrange difpofition in th 
fl:able people, to attribute effefts to occult an 
imaginary caufes, when the real ones are 1 

obviou 
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obvious, that one would wonder, how common 

fenfe could poffibly avoid ftumbling upon 

them. Horfes, which plainly tell of themfelves, 

that they are lapie from hard and hot feet, and 

ovfer-ftrained back-finews, are ufually contra- 

dified by their keepers or doftors, who rather 

choofe they (hould be lame in the fhoulders. 

Should the cheft be of a peculiar thin make^ 

and have a cavity in front, the bufinefs is done 

at once, and the cafe declared a cheft-founder. 

That difeafe is then perhaps hereditary, as I 

have more than once feen foals, of only a few 

days old, with the faid cavity, and all the 

appearance of a wafted cheft. To be ferious^ 

I have alfo feen a cafe of a recent and fudden 

foot- founder, with the cheft remarkably ftirunk, 

^nd a violent palpitation in the cavity, for 

^hich Ofmer accounts very rationally. The 

'houlders feldom receive any other damage 

i^pm labour, than concuflions, which occafion 

'*^*ffnefs and cramp. It is very plain, that the 

***ticulations of the lower joints and the hoofs, 

enduring the fevereft fervice from being obliged 

^^ fupport the whole natural and impofed 

^eigtit, muft be moft expofed to accidents. 

\Vhen the horfe wounds his paftern joints, 

^ going, it is Called knocking. If the places 

^ iiealed, an efcar will be difcovered by the 

'^S^r, or the frefti-grown hair will be long 

^^cl uneven. The fpeedy-cut, and knock ar 

capital 
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capital defe£b in horfes; the former natural, 
and paft all remedy, the latter fo likewife, 
except it be the confequence of weaknefs and 
low condition. The width of a Horfc's cheft 
IS no fecurity againfl knocking, nor is it occa* 
fioned by the narrownefe of the cheft, the^ 
ftroke being given by the toe or heel; of courfe 
thofe horfes are liable to it, which turn the toe 
cither out or in. In the latter cafe, they are 
Ayltd pigeon-toed. In a natural defeft of this 
kind, it is ever produftive of difappointment_ 
and mifchief to liften to the propofed remedies 
of grooms and fmiths from ftioeing; fince your 
horfe would knock, or cut in the fpced, with his 
hoofs, if ridden without flioes. The only " 
remedy, is never to ride him without thofe 
round leather guards, which have of late yea 
been adopted. To be properly formed foi 
a£lion, a horfe ought to go with his feet 
near together before, as poffible, without brufh 
ing the hair, and proportionally wide behind 
When they proceed in the contrary form (; 
cafe by much too frequent) they are faid to 
with tie wrong end firft. 

WiNDGALLS, improperly fo called, are en 
cyfted tumours, or bags filled with a gelatinou 
fluid or jelly, which being prefTed from th 
tendons by over-weight or exertion, ftagn 
between the joints, and forms for itfelf thofe 
cyfts or bags. Their fituation upon the paf^ 

• ter 
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tern-joints is well known. Some horfes are 
very little fubjeft to them, even if hard-work- 
ed; others will have them before they have 
clone any work at all. If not too large, and 
-they feel elaflic and difappear on reft, they do 
not render the horfe unfound ; but if large, 
.and foft to the touch, they become exceeding 
painful, and the horfe foon grows lame. The 
only radical cure is excifion, which I have 
..experienced, and fhall defcribe in its place. 

The RING-BONE, is a hard, or bony excret 
crence, upon the coronet, which fometimes al- 
-xnoft furrounds the top of the hoof, occafioned 
perhaps, by the iron lock, which has faftened a 
<:log or fetter; it alfo may proceed from no vifi- 
- l>le caufe, and is then fuppofed to be hereditary* 
However^ I have never yet known it effeftually 
^ured; the horfes fuppofed to be cured, never 
Handing found in work. 

A QUITTOR, or HORNY QUITTOR, Or whit- 

low, is alfo fituated on the coronet, or between 
liair and hoof. Thofe which I have feen, were 
immediately above the infide quarter; when 
dieeply feated, is no otherwife curable, than 
%vith the lofs of part of the hoof, whence a 
ieam, or apparent partition, up above the heel, 
called a false quarter. In this latter cafe, 
the foundnefs of the horfe can fcarce ever be 
depended on, and he is liable to drop down 

fuddenly 
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fuddenly on his way, as I have more than once 
experienced to my coft. 

The SAND-CRACK, is a fmall cleft on the 
external furface of the hoof. No horfe ought 
to work a fingle day with one, becaufe if neg- 
lefted, or aggravated by work, the crack 
may enlarge, and end in a quittor, and falfe 
quarter. 

Of the founder in feet, cheft, or body, the 
fymptoms are fo well known, as to need no 
defcription. Progreffion feems univerfally im- 
peded. The horfe bears upon his heels, and 
inclines backward. Few recover^ even if the 
difeafe be fudden and acute. 

Running-thrushes, are a foetid difcharge 
from the frog, the aperture of which, in con- 
fequence, appears moift, the horn perhaps 
decayed. It indicates a ftrong, full habit, and 
hard feeding, and has been well compared by 
Bartlet, to the copious excretion of fweat from 
human feet, which it would be dangerous to 
repel. To talk of curing running thruflies, is 
merely to amufe. Horfes much liable to them, 
will alwavs have tender heels, and (hould be 
ridden with bar-flioes. 

Corns, upon horfes, bear no analogy with 
thofe upon the human feet; indeed the term 
is a mifnomer. There are ftill callous, horny 
excrefcences about horfes feet, fimilar enough, 
in all refpefts, to human corns, but they are 

not 
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hot fo diftinguiflied. We are - to fuppofe the 
feet of Caefar s horfe had proper corns. The 
ailment, in queftion, is called by the French 
bleime^ and is, properly, a bruifed fpot or fpeck 
upon the fole of the heel, wearing either a red 
and bloodftiot, or black appearance, according 
as it is recent, or otherwife, as we obferve of 
the fame accident in the human nail. Its moft 
common origin is from bad (hoeing, and is 
curable by the contrary. I have cured, per- 
feftly, very bad corns of two years ftanding, 
which never afterwards appeared, in the courfe 
of years, the hack dying in my pofreflion. 

The FEET, in general^ may be divided into 

the extremes of hard and foft, both of which 

are too frequently met with. I have had t\vo 

hacks with feet of each kind ; one of which, 

I rode conftantly nine, the other, occafionally, 

three or four years. For too hard feet I know 

of no remedy, except their conftantly running 

abroad, and then a fortnight's work upon the 

road, will render them fo feverifh and painful, 

that your horfe will be crippled; in fhort, will 

have the appearance of an incipient founder. 

Over-ftrong and hard hoofs, are faid to occa- 

iion lamenefs, by comprefling the internal 

flrufture of the foot. Their appearance is 

.ufually high and deep, fometimes like afs- 

^lioofs, very, hollow, with fcarce any frog; 

fometimes much contrafled a-top bv the coro- 

VOL. 1. p nary 
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nary rings ; at others, deep, thick, and clubbed 
and the Horfe, though found, goes in a fumb 
ling way, I have, now and then, feen Weld 
Horfes with this laft defcription of feet, whic 
foon become lame in the flable. Soft feet» an* 
low tender heels, may do great fervice throtagfc 
out, with bar fhoes, and conftant attentiot 
Bred hacks are apt to have the feet too fmall 
aqd often you will find Horfes, with feet of th 
right black flint colour, and to all appearanc 
unexceptionable, and yet they will ftand n 
fervice on the road. 

Aliqiiando bonus dormitat Homerus, and 
think Dr. Bracken's wits muft have been 
any rate fleepy, when he correfted Sir Willifii: 
Hope, for the affertion, thattender^footed horfi 
bear heavy upon the hand ; a faft, of which 
have had long,, and troublefome convi6Uoi] 
We do not often catch the good D080 
napping; but I can mention another inflance 
To oblige his friend, Sir William Parfons, & 
it fhould feem. Bracken difgraced his excellea 
work, by inferting a cruel and ridiculous pre 
tended remedy for cutting behind; which !iras 
to faften a knotted whip-cord between thi 
horfe's thighs: as if the infliftion of tortures 
could poflibly change mal-conformation, o 
ftrengthen weaknefs. How like to the crue 
fophiftries of ignorant and cold-hearted politi 
cal quacks, who punifh misfortune in terroreffu 

Heav^ 
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Hcavy-fhouldcred horfes, and high hammer- 
ing goers, beat and founder their feet. The 
ill confequences of being fore low, in a 
feiddle-horfe, are fufficiently obvious ; but to i 
Jmck-horfe, it is an advantage. The old pre- 
jadice^ in favour of (hort backs, round barrels^ 
and carcafe ribbed home up to the huggen- 
bones, feems to have given way to the reafon- 
ings of Bracken ; and the idea of an equal, and 
proper diftribution of length, is in general 
adopted by our fporting people. Indeed, to 
view the back of a horfe^ merely as a bearmg 
fixed upon upright columns, the intent of 
yhich is folely to ftand und^r a given weighty 
a fliort bearing would hav^ the preference ; 
'>ut as the back of a horfe is deflined to move^ 
fis well as fullain weight, it muft be confidered 
«ow far a defeft of its longitude, and an irre- 
gularity in the general difpofition of length, 
^tardis aftiort. Our Jockies fay, " A racer/' 
*Hey might have faid a goer, '* muft have 
length fomewhere." Thatis perfeftlyjuft; but 
^ confequence, it always happens, that a 
^Orfe which wants length in his back, will be 
f^re to have it in fome improper place, the 
'^Ss for inftance. Short-backed ftallions are 
^^ry apt to get leggy, fpider-fhaped ftock. A 
horfe which ftands over a great deal of ground, 
*^^y be a goer, merely by virtue of his generail 

p . 2 length 
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length, if his flioulder be hot too unfavourabl 
made. 

The fpine, being too fhort, is not fufficientl 
pliable, and the want of room between- tl 
ribs, and hip-bones, occafions the entrails to fc 
fo preffed towards the lungs in aftion, as in 
confiderable degree to impede infpiratioj 
Length of back will always be found advai 
tageous, when there is fufficient general ful 
ftance, and particularly, width and fwell c 
the mufcles in the loins and fillets; but fhoi 
backs, are infinitely to be preferred to lori 
thin (hapes, with hollow flanks, and narro* 
weak loins. 

Hollow BACKS are apparently weak, ar 
the curvature of the fpine, muft in degree hi" 
der aftion, as well as all other irregularities "* 
form. Horfes of this form, have fometimes 
very elevated creft, look handfomely mounts 
give an eafy, convenient feat, and are pleafai 
goers. High, or bream-backed horfi 
throw the faddle forward, and are liable to b 
galled by it, and are often hard ftumpin^ 
goers. But a horfe (unlefs a capital one b 
the objeft) muft never be rejetied, merely 
on account of being either hollow, or fwine 
backed. 

I am uncertain, whether a mare, fo mud 
hurt in her loins, as to be called broke^^ 
BACKED, would breed; but thoroughly cor 

vince 
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viftced that every horfe of that defcription 
ftould be knocked on the head. They are 
fometimes ftyled Megrim Horses. They 
will feed, and even get fat. The defefl: is 
difcovered by trottiog them brifkly abqut two 
hundred yards, when they will infallibly fink 
down upon their buttocks ; this they will do 
upon being put to any labour: it is totally 
incurable, I have feen but two of this kind^ 
one of which I was unlucky . enough to pur- 
chafe ; and, to amend the matter, he handled 
his fore-feet with all the dexterity of a pugilift ; 
^ vice, no doubt, acquired from the abufe the 
poor animal had fuffered, in confequence of 
^is deplorable misfortune. 

A finking, is fometimes obferved at the ex- 
tremity of the back, as if it were parted from 
^he rump by a crofs-line, infl:ead of the fillets 
"cing oval and elevated ; it detrafts from 
ftrength. The hip-bones, being fharp and riot 
"^ndlbmely turned, the horfe is faid to be 
^AcG ED-HIPPED; a defcft, in point of beauty, 
according to the rule laid down in Hogarth's 
Aaalyfis. 

The large carcased horfe is generally 
^Qfc>uft and durable, eats much, requires much 
^^ter, and digefts well. One with a light 
S^^yhound belly is fpeedy, moft probably hot; 
^\ loofe, And weak-loined, he is feldom worth 
"*^ ieep. Thefe are fuch as give their jockies 

p 3 the 
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the flip, by ranning thtough the girths. But a 
light carcafed horfe, deep in the girth, and 
well fiUetted, may be among the nioft excellent, 
both for fpeed and duration. Such are ofteo 
found to be good and fufficient feeders, and ol 
rare temperament, 

The GOOSE-X.UMP is, as well as the ra^^d 
hip, another angular infringement of Hogarth*;? 
curve of beauty, If the rump be too high, tbs 
hinder will prefs, too much, upon the forci 
quarters in a£lion. When the quarters droop 
they are, in courfe, too ftiort, and the tail is fet 
on too low. Round, fi^ll buttocks, fliew the 
common, or cart-breed. 

To be HIPPED, or hjpshot, is to have on< 
hip lower than the other, and the flefli wafted 
on that Qde. It may arife from a blow o] 
ftrain. 

A horfe lame in the m^hirl-bon?:, or hip-i 
joint, drags his hind-leg after him, and drops 
backward whep he trots. This laraenefs, and 
that of the ftifle, if taken in time, and the iixbt 
je£^ be young, are always curable. 

The bay gelding, which I fold to the late 
Mr. Beaufpy, member for Yarmouth, and 
which he rode, I believe, near feven year* 
I purch^fed lanie in the whirUbone, at fiv« 
years old. 

StiFLED, or jame in the stifle. Th^ 
|l}fle i$ the Hnee-paQ of the thigh; the lig£u 

ment^ 
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merits, by which it is articulated to the great 
^bone of the hock, are fometimes over-ftretch- 
ed, and the ftifle-bone may be moved, in 
all direftions, by the hand. The horfe will 
go lame, and only touch the ground with his 
toe. 

Bone-spavins are, in the hind, what fplents 

are in the fore-legs ; but always of much worfe 

tonfequence, becaufe ufually nearer the joint, 

They are to be felt on the infide of the hough^ 

or hock. They are faid to be hereditary, as 

w^ell as acquired by ftrains, the fignificatipn of 

^hich perhaps is, that a Horfe may be predif- 

pofed to them, by a natural moiflnefs of con- 

.ftitution and laxity of the tendons. They 

^ccafion lamenefs, either perpetual, or at inter- 

v^s; and as, nine times out often, this is the 

^fe, after a pretended cure, it is fafeft to hold 

^ern incjurable. Spavins, by the pain they 

o^cafion, generally prevent a horfe from get* 

tij:ig flefh. 

JBog-s^pavins, termed by the French, vejfi'^ 
S^^Sy and improperly called blood-fpavins by 
P^r farriers, are fwellings like windgalls, fituate 
^^ tlie hollow or infide of the hock, and may alfo 
P^ ieen and felt, on each fide, without. When 
*heic prevail to any great degree, or the infide 
^^ the hock feels puffed or flabby, infteadof 
^/^te, dry, and elaftic, it is the certain indica- 
**QiXof hard fervice; and although it is often 

p 4 neglefted. 



2l6 ON THE HACKNEY AND HUNTER. 

neglefted, even by dealers, it is of the utmoft 
confequence to examine the hocks minutely, - 
We have the authority of Bracken, for their 
being fafely curable, by excifion, as well as 
windgalls; of which I entertain no doubt, al- 
though I have never experienced it. When 
they are large, they occafion lamenefs, parti- 
cularly at intervals, I have feen heavy, over- 
grown, three year olds, although they hadL 
never been worked, troubled with bog-fpavins. 

A CURB, is a fpavin fituated along the baclc^ 
part of the hock, juft below the elbow, o^ 
extremity. It runs tapering downwards. Afte:^ 
the curb has been extirpated by fire, I hav^ 
ufually feen the horfe go lame, 

Capped-hocks, formerly named by Blu 
deville, hough-bony. This is a fwelling 
the point of the hocks, become callous. It 
the general cafe of kickers, which wou 
their hocks by linking againft hard bodies. 

Jardons, are hard tumors upon the ben 
ing of the ham, on the outfide. They ari 
in managed horfes, from their having be 
kept too much upon their haunches, and occ 
fion lamenefs. 

Sickle-hams, or fickle-houghs, in Horfer^'^ 

may be compared to knock or nap-knees ^^ 

men. The legs bend, the hocks approach eac:^ ^ 

other, and the feet are thrown out. It is a^^ 

indication of weaknefs, as is every other breacr^ 

i 
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of proportion. Such horfes, when young, are 
often lame in the hocks, and will cut them- 
(elves notwithftanding they appear to go wide* 
Xhey are reckoned fpeedy. 
' Sallenders are, behind, the fame as mal- 
lenders' before. Rat-tails, scratches, 
CRowN-scAB, grease, &c. are all vifible 
enough, or to be felt upon the (hank, coronet, 
and pafterns. 

What has been faid of knocking before, ap- 
plies exaftly to cutting behind. ' Good 
ftape and condition are a fecurity againft this. 
A faddle-horfe ought to be frigate-built, (harp 
^n the keel, and fpreading behind, in the quar- 
ters ; of courfe he ought to go wide behind!. 
W'hen a wide-going horfe cuts, it indicates 
^ca.knefs in the loins. 

To go HAMMER and PINCHERS, i3 to ovcr- 
^^^ch, and ftrike the hinder toe upon the fore- 
"^^1 ; the wound thus occalioned was formerly 
called an attaint. A horfe which throws his 
hatinches well forward in aftion, may occa- 
fi^nally ftrike the heel of the fore-ftioes, and 
*^C!li frequently do it ; but thofe which do it at 
ev^iy ftroke, and difcover it by the noife their 
Ihocs make, are very dangerous to ride; in 
f^^, fit for nothing but draft. When the thigh 
^ too long, and the angle formed by the hock 
too extenfive, the Horfe is fubjeft to fpavins, 

from 
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from the too great weight thrown upon the 
hocks, alfo to over-reach. 

The STRING-HALT, called by the old far- 
riers, the MARY-HiNCHCHO, cvcry one knows 
to be a fudden and preternatural catching up 
one or both the hinder legs in aftion. The 
caufe, obvioufly proceeding from over-contrac-r 
tion, no writer, diat I know of, has attemptedi 
precifely to afcertain. All receipts for its cure 
are good wafie paper. In horfes which have 
it not in a very high degree, it is fonjetime^ 
Icarce perceptible, but viiible enough after a 
hard days work. They (hould (land in.^ 
loofe ilable, and be as much abroad as po{|ible. 
They are not deemed unfound. I hfive heard 
the late Mr. Tatterfall fay, he fcarce ever 
knew a ilnng-halted horfe which was not 9 
good one. As much is generally averred in 
favour of rat -tailed ones. Perhaps their whoI@ 
tendinous fyftem, is tough, firm, and dry. 

The CRiB-BiTpR, formerly called a.ticAcn 
is fometimes diftinguifhed by his dead coac 
and thin appearance. Thefe horfes will fianc 
biting at the rack, or manger, or even at ^ 
poft, throwing themfelves backward, and fuels 
ing in the air with greedinefs. It is a hab'^ 
acquired when they are young, and whicr 
never forfakes them ; as I have known grovir' 
children, of thirty years of age, fuck th^ 
tongues. Crib-biters are apt to ruin th^ 
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teeth. I know not why, but I think bred cattle 
jnoft fubjeft to it. 

A variety of rules have been laid down, to 

determine the feat of lamenefs in Horfes, few 

of which, I believe, to be infallible. Very little 

eJfe is to be difcovered by the old method of 

turning a horfe^ which is lame before, (hort 

round, than that you have increafed his pain^ 

Ofmer lays, if a horfe drags his toe upon the 

ground, the ligaments of the (boulder are cer-» 

thinly (brained, or perhaps even the fcapula, 

ox* blade-bone diflocated, backward or for* 

w^ard* But (trains of lefs confequence may 

i^appen to the (houlder, which are very di(fi* 

^vilt to diftingui(h from thofe feated in the 

Jover extremities. In fuch cafe, I know of no 

otilier rule by which to judge of the foundnels 

^f* the (hpulders, than that which I have al* 

**^ady noted in Italics, a few pages back. Both 

*-*>^e hand and the eye (hould be feduloufly em- 

l>loyed, in the endeavour to form a correal 

3 vi.<iginent ; the former much more than is 

filially the cafe. The paftera-joint (hould be 

^viined by the hand, in order to difcover any 

Ivixking uneafmefs. The patient himfelf, al* 

Plough unable to fpeak, will give very plain 

^Judications, in particular, by conftantly atr 

^^mpting to favour the injured part. In (trains 

^^the coFFiN-joiNT, or bone of the foot, the 

J>Prfe will ftjmd with the toe only touching the 

ground. 
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ground. In a hot, or surbated foot, he will 
be alternately changing, or lifting up his feet. 
If a foot be pricked, or gravelled, or if the 
flioe fet hard upon the foal or heel, or in (hort, 
if thehorfe have any complaint againft the 
fmith, he will frequently (hew it, by fetting the 
injured foot upon the other. Going (hort, 
and catching up the feet, as if the horfe was 
treading upon hot iron, alfo denotes uneafy 
(hoes, or tender feet. Horfes with cramped or 
contra6led finews, or hurt in the knee joints, as 
pofl-hacks frequently are, will fall down fudden* 
ly in their walk. If a horfe trot fideways, fome- 
times with one, fdmetimes with the other foot 
firft, or if he perpetually tend to one fide of 
the road, it (hews univerfal ftiffnefs from hard 
labour, and the want of a long run at grafc. 
Hurts in the loins are known by a rolling or 
wavering motion of the hind-quarters. In a 
fudden jerk or drain of the loins, the horfe 
will feem to go, as it were, whole, and fixed 
behind, and upon his heels, as if foot-foun- 
dered. Horfes are not fo often lamed in the 
back-finews, behind, as before; but I have 
known feveral cafes of the tendon of the hind- 
leg being fuddenly let down, and, in the courfe 
of two or three weeks, by the help of bandage 
and allringents, braced again and placed in 
Jtatu quo. The fymptoms were, lamenefs, and 
dropping fuddenly at intervals; inflammation 

and 
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and tenfion; after thefe had fubfidcd, a palpa- 
ble laxity, and foftneCs of the tendon. 

The flying laraeneffes, as they are ftyled, in 
tlie {houlders, and lower joints of young, or 
unfeafoned horfes, it is the cuftom of farriers to 
attribute to peccant humours. I muft boldly 
avow my fcepticifm on this head, although 
Oibfon and Bartlet be of the oppofue party. 
* They might juft as well (in general) I con- 
ceive, lay thefe griefs to the charge of the 
lunar influence. They arc oftep nothing 
more than the confequcnce of fudden and un- 
tafual exertion upon young and tender fibres, 
or thofe unaccuftomed to ftrefs ancj aftion. I 
Icnow that copious bleeding and purging, 
.imuch to the credit and emolument of the 
groom or farrier, are. ufually prefcribed, and 
^with fuccefs ; but I have alfo repeatedly feen a 
-loofe ftable, or a fortnici^ht's run abroad, fuc- 
-^eed full as well. So much for humours which 
^y about a horfe; they much oftener fly about 
the brain of his keeper. Horfes are, in truth, 
Ibmetimes fubjeft to rheumatic pains, and the 
^ciatica^ or hip-gout. 

It is the 'opinion of many, that there is no 
neceflity for great fubftance in the fliank and 
paflern, provided the finew be large and dif- 
tinft, and the loin wide and good ; in which, it 
. is infifted, the chief Itrength of the Horfe re- 
sides. Baret and Ofiner, are of that opinion; 

but 
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but I think it fcarcely correft, fince an equ£il 
diftribution of fubftanee, is obvioufly as necef- 
\ fary, as of length. Ofmer, no doubt, intended 
to fpeak comparatively between the different 
fpecies, and it is certain, that the fouthem bred 
horfe, with hL<s fmall hard fhank^ and large, 
dry, and tough finew, is able to move with a 
much larger proportional weight, than the 
thick grofs horfe of thefe northern countries. 
Neverthelefs, to be ^ble to carry weight, a 
large finew fhould be attached to a fhank, and 
joints proportionally large; and the whole 
Supported by a foot of corapafs fufficient td 
form a fteady foundation. It is the refult of 
my conftant obfervation, that hacks, with large 
bone under the knee, will always endure moft 
rattling over the hard road. 

Horfes formed too bulky upwards, for their 
lower extremities, are liable to various acciden- 
tal lameneffes and defefts, merely from the 
unequal preflure of their own weight. Hence 
windgalls, fplents, fpavins, and particularly 
crookednefs of the joints^ Thefe, and all 
early-grown cattle, fhould be put to work 
very late, in which cafe, 'they will improve ; 
otherMrife will feldom ftand found long. It is 
a mathematical truth, that a crooked joint can- 
not be fo ftrong as a ftraight one, as a coluron 
is ftrong, in proportion as it is perpendi- 
cular. 

There 
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Tliere is a certain reafon why St. Bel did 
wrong in not quoting Ofmer by name. In 
one cafe, he has very properly correfted hiiti, 
Ofmer, though an excellent writer, was a little 
tioo pofitive. He offers a method of (hoeing, 
or paring one fide of the foot of a colt, which 
i£ infallibly to prevent his ever turning out his 
toes. But he erred in fuppofing the defeft to 
the mere confcquence of early habit, fince 
t is no doubt almott ever the refult of natural 
ironformation, and his propofed remedy might 
attended with dangerous confequenccs. 
, perhaps, received the opinion of the Sta* 
^yrite too literally, " that Nature never errs/ 
^^/^hich, if predifted of her original determina- 
tions, is unqueftionable; but if of fpontaneous 
«nd fortuitous a6lion, is contradi6led by every 
^ay's experience. 

It is a very juft obfervation, that a horfe 
^' can fcairce go too wide behind,'' and, that he 
ought to be very wide acrofs the knee, fore- 
arm, thigh, and hock. But I have, as well as 
JBracken, feen now and then one, which ex- 
ceeded in thofe particulars, and which were 
inapt for aftion in confequence, but robuft and 
hard feeders. A Horfe muft obvioufly lofe 
ftrength, if the hind legs be too far extended, 
and I have thence feen that wavering of the 
croup, noted by St. Bel, in both faddle and draft 

horfes. 
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norfes. Too extenfive quarters prefs too much 
upon the fore-parts, and occafion the horfe to 
over-reach. I know not whether it has been 
hitherto remarked, that a horfe going wide 
behind, appears to an unfkilled obferver, to be 
lame of that hind-leg, upon which his eye is 
fixed, notwithftanding it be perfeftly found; 
but fo it certainly is. 

The health and condition of animals, is af- 
certained by the glofs, fleeknefs, and evennefs 
of the coat. If the horfe s hair flares, or flicks 
out, and look dead, he is difeafed, or ill -fed* 
If nits appear upon the extremity of the hairs, 
he has- been lately at grafs. 

The figns of vice and ill-nature in Horfes, 
mufl be fought in the eyes and countenance* 
A vicious horfe, when he lays his ears and 
looks back, expofes the whites of his eyes, and 
his malicious intentions are very vifibly painted 
in his countenance. He flands commonly 
with his neck fixed, as if prepared for offence^ 
Care fliould be taken to difcriminate. The 
befl-natured horfes will, on the approach of 
man, lay their ears, fmile (for they are moft 
truly rifible animals) and move their necks to 
and fro, in a wanton and playful manner. 
There is an expreffion of noblenefs and gene- 
rofity beaming from the eye of a good, and 
w^ell -tempered hoffe; and it is grievous, often 

to 
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to fee the friendly advances of this excellent, 
thk tidxt to human creature, treated with furly 
indiflFa:'ence, or cruel ftripes. 

Jbckies fay, '* a Horfe fllould carry his head 
in a proper place, when mounted;" How if 
that? So that his chin, or under jaw, recline 
ibmewhat under his windpipe, and his neck 
sUid head form a portion of a circle. But this 
relates only to a flow pace. 

In the purchafe of a horfe, with the ufual 
iBfarrarit, we will fuppofe, the buyer ought to 
attend firft of all to the moft important con- 
fiderations, in which being fatisfied, it is vain 
to hefitate, fince as the cafe (lands, he may not 
nieet that fatisfaflion every day. Thefe, I 
Aink, are — age, ability to carry his weight, fafe 
going, and good feet ; freedom from knocking, 
tutting, or over-reaching; that there be no 
^^ed of martingale, or crupper; fpeed. 

\Vhat has been already faid of form and 
"lood, the reader will find as ftriftly applica* 
^l^, in general, to the hunter as the hackney ; 
•^Wt the former not being required to trot, 
^'^ to go much over hard-roads, are additional 
^^guments in favour of thorough blood. Nor 
^^ it be doubted, that a bred horfe (if not 
*^ high upon the leg) from the cleannefs of his 
*^^ke, and the ftrength of his finews, is the 
^eft to carry twenty ftone, over the deepeft 
^^d moft inclpfed country. 

Vol. I. q I have 
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I have obfefved, that tlie Irifh hunters ai 
the higheft leapers in the world, from th^i 
being early trained thereto. Would it niotb 
advantageous, to bring all our colts of fiz 
and figure to the bar ? Good ftanding-leaper 
are, I think, generally fcarce ; and fome^ whic 
are good in that refped, will hefitate and bo{ 
gle at their flying leaps. Perhaps an earl 
attention might remedy thofe defefts. 



CHAP. V. 

ON THE PACES, A^ND THE EQUESTRIAN 
ART, OR MODERN METHOD OF RIDING 
ON HORSEBACK, AS PRACTISED BY 
BOTH SEXES. 

9 

T RESUME the defcription of the natura 
-*- paces, walk, trot, canter, and gallop, com 
mon to all Horfes; but of which, the trot i 
the beft pace of the northern, the gallop o 
the fouthern horfe; and this diftinflion arife 
from their different conformation. 

In progreflion, the feet fhould be put fdr 
ward in an even and reftilinear direftion, and tb 
farther the fore-lefgs are advanced, the greatc 
is the profpeft of fpeed, the hinder-quarters 

being thrown forward, in due proportion. 

Th 
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The feet (hould be lifted up a middling 
diftance from the ground, fo that the knee 
may appear handfomely bent, in aftion, parti- 
cularly in the trot. Horfes which lift their 
feet too high, are fubjeft to the fpeedy Cut, and 
may be very rough goers. Although fome- 
times very fpeedy, their labouring method of 
going, detrafts from the power of continuance. 
Some of them alfo, depending intirely upon 
their high form, are very carelefs, and when 
they do fall, fcorn to do things by halves^ 
In the other extreme, are the daifey-cutters, 
namely, fuch as fkim along the furface with a 
ftraight knee, thefe are abfolutely ufelefs, ex- 
cept they are racers or cart-horfes. There are, 
however, fome horfes, which go near the 
ground, and yet are perfeftly lafe by day, 
from a natural care; but they are difagreeable 
night hacknies, their folicitude to keep them- 
felves up, being a conftant fource of alarm to 
themfelves, and their rider. 

The WALKj is generally long and ftriding, 
in proportion to the blood of the horfe, ron* 
trarywife, fliort and ftiufHing. All Horfes are 
improved confiderably in their walk, by keep- 
ing them long and frequently to it, patting 
them on the quarter with the fwitch, and 
obliging them to walk fairly without fhuff- 
ling. Six miles in one hour, is the utmoft that 

Q 2 has 
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has ever been performed by a horfe, in the 
walking way. 

The true trot is performed with a quick 
and ftraight forward motion, and a bended 
knee. The horfe which points out his fore- 
legs, and goes with his knee ftraight, is no 
trotter, whatever the old jockies may have faid 
of their pointing trotters ; they lofe time by 
overftriding : nor are fuch ufually good hacks. 
But it matters not how far a trotter fteps for- 
ward, provided his knee be fufficiently bent^ 
Some trot too fhort, and taking up their feet 
rapidly, appear to fet them down almoft in 
the lame place. Thefe are commonly bone- 
fctters ; but I have known, now and then, one 
of them, perform fifteen miles in one hour. 
The utmoft fpeed of an Englifti trotter (andl 
have reafon to believe they excel all others) 
is a mile in about two minutes, fifty^feven 
feconds. Sixteen miles in one hour, has been 
trotted fufficiently often, and with high weights; 
in my opinion, eighteen is upon the trotting 
cards. Perhaps ten miles might be performed in 
half an hour. The ftory of a gentleman's horfe 
in Billiter-fquare, which trotted thirty miles in 
lefs than an hour and a half, to be fi^und in 
Bewicke's Quadrupeds, and in other public- 
cations, is, no doubt, the account of a capita 
performance, upon paper; but it is nonfenft 

elfewhere 
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cllewher^. In Rqffia, Sweden, and HoUandi 
they have faft trouers ; and, I have hearcj, fur 
peiior in fpeed iq qurs, but my informant^ 
were not jockies. 

The CAi^TERj is an abbreviation of the 
gallop. The fore-legs fliould be put fomewhat 
farther forward^ than in the trqt, the kpee$ 
handfomely bent, the horfe reclinipg fufficient-^ 
\y upon his haunches. If he Bend bi^ neck 
gifacefully, rein well, and deal out his legs and 
feet, in an even, and elegant manner, there i^ 
po pace, in which a horfe appears with fuch 
grace and beauty. It is truly the ladies p^ce^^ 
|n the canter, the near or left foot leads, tbcj 
ijv^ay. The horfe is brought into a canter, by 
preffing the right hand curb rein, and at the 
fame time, lightly and frequently touching his 
left fide with the fpur. When perfeft, he will 
take the pace eafily, and without hefitation, on 
perceiving the accuftomed hint, whatever that; 
may be ; and, in the fame manner, will inftantly 
Jpiop, and fink into his walk, without boggling 
Qr danger. 

Tfeis excellent, and moft pleafant pace, of 
ihe Horfe, from our general defe6live fyftem 
of breaking, is not fufficiently attended to. 
Every colt, intended for the road, or field, 
ought to be taught as handfome a canter, 
whilft in tackle, as his form will admit ; inftead 
of which, the few canterers we have, ufually 

Q 3 are 
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are to be taught that pace, in their work ; our 
four and five years old, too often coming up 
out of the country, as raw, and ignorant of 
their paces, as mountain goats. 

The canter has been fuppofed incompatible 
with faft trotting, or at leaft an impediment to 
it, which is a vulgar error; the extent of the 
ftroke, and degree of bending the knee, being 
nearly equal (with trotters) in both paces. 
Nor does the cuftom of cantering at all add to 
the danger of a trotter s flying out of his pace, 
which is the confequence of unfkilful riding; 
and, in that cafe, he goes into a gallop, not a 
canter. Occafional cantering is moreover a 
great relief to faft trotters, which are ever 
more fliook and hurt, than any other defcrip- 
tion of Horfes. 

Want of praflice, is the general reafon why 
Horfes will not canter long and fteadily ; yet 
there are certainly many which cannot be 
brought by any means to perform it well. 
Others again, from their natural fliape and 
inclination, will canter away freely, nine or ten 
miles per hour, and continue it a whole ftage. 
I have even known fome, which would canter 
pleafantly fourteen miles within the hour. 
Thefe may be properly ftyled cantering hacks, 
and are very valuable. It is a pace to which 
all bred hacks ought to be accuftomed, as they 
have feldom much expedition in their trot, 

an 
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and are the leaft liable to be fhook by the 
hard road, in a canten 

It is unneceffary to fay much of the gallop, 
in this place, it not being a pace calculated for 
road fervice. Common road hacks generally 
gallbp too high, befides leaving their quarters 
too far behind them ; fome of them, neverthe- 
lefs, free from thofe defefts, have run twenty 
miles in one hour. 

Having fome fmall pretenfions, as a trotting- 
jockey, the liberal reader will, I truft, grant me 
permiffion to mount my hobby, and dilate 
awhile upon my favourite pace. No argu- 
merits need be expended, in proving the trot 
to be the moll ufeful of all the paces ; the 
fuperior price of thofe horfes, which excel at 
it. Handing in good ftead. Faft-trotting too, is 
equally contributory to fport, as to bufinefs, 
and affords the amateur, or him who rides only 
for exercife fake, every day opportunities of 
gratification, which cannot fo conveniently, or 
frequently be obtained, upon the turf. 

I am ignorant how long it has been the 
fafhion to cultivate this pace, fmce trotting 
matches have never been admitted into our 
racing annals, and all authors are filent upon 
the fubjeft; but fuppofe it be a natural conco- 
mitant of our improvement in the breed of 
Horfes. Our mixed breed, or chapmens* 
horfes, are beft calculated to excel in this way. 

Q 4 Perhaps 
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J'erhaps there never was an inftance of a bred 
horfe being a capital trotter^ or of perforsiiog 
more than fourteen miles in one hour; or if 
fuch inll^nces have been, they are fo rare as 
not to aSed the general principle. The reafon 
pf this inability in the racer, X apprehend, to 
confift chiefly in his too great pliability of 
finew, which occafions him to outftride the 
limited compafs of the trot, and in the delicacy 
of his feet and joints, which will not permit 
him to endure the rude concuflion of the hard 
road, inevitable in faft trotting. 

A trotter, as well as a racer, " muft have 
length fomewhere," it muft not however exi 
ceed in the legs. Horfes, in general, trot well 
ia proportion .to the excellence of their fliape, 
as I have already defcribed it; and it fcarce 
peed be remarked, of what confequence it is 
for a trotter, on account of the feverity of his 
fervice, to go clear of all his legs, and to have 
ftrong feet. But although an extenfive courUer 
fhoulder is abfolutely neceflary to faft trotting, 
yet that extreme obliquity, or ftant, fo much 
in requeft for the racer, is not fo to the trotter; 
or rather perhaps would be difadvantageous. 
There is a certain fixednefs (fo to fpeak) re- 
quired in the trotting horfe ; he muft not over^ 
ftride or out-lunge him{c\{,/or the ivjlant he 
Jiraightens his knee (remark) he is beat. He 
muft alfo throw his haunches well in. If that 

natural 
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natural rapidity, that wire edge of fpeed* is not 
to be acquired, yet proper {hapes will unt- 
doubtedly trot, and trotters are to be bred^ 

They are divided into fair and rupning 
txotters, of the latter (ufually) fpeed is the beft. 
I am a bungler at defcription, and can Qiily 
fay, that the runner ia diftinguiilied by a rolling 
motion, and does not bend his knees fo much, 
or ftep out, fo.far as the fair trotter, Hii 
paqe, I conceive, to be fomewhat. fimilar tQ 
the racking of former days, already mentipn-? 
ed; it has alfo the appearance of being occa-r 
fioned by hurts in the joints ; and old ba;tt^re4 
trotters frequently become runners in theii: 
latter days. Or, after' all, it may be QCca{ione4 
by bad breaking, and fufiering a confufion of 
the paces. Horfes which jump and bound 
along like bucks, will never make trotters. 

An idea prevails with many, that trotting 
horfes are naturally ftumblers, or at leaft 
dangerous to ride. It is totally unfounded^ 
They are, perhaps, merely from their nipde of 
going, among the fafeft; nor is there any pe^ 
culiar danger in the mod rapid trot, provide^ 
your hack be well^ftiaped and found. Thft 
notion has arifen from the miferably battered 
ftate of moft horfes of this defcription. 

It may not be held unentertaining or unufe-* 
ful, to fuch as are fond of the fport of trotting, 
if I dedicate a page or two to the memory of 

the 
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the chief of thofe horfes which I have known 
to excel in this way. • It is but juft, that they 
(hould inherit their fair portion of that cele- 
brity, which the page of equeftrian annals 
confers on their elder brethren of the turf. 

The renowned Blank, may be looked upon 
jas the father of trotters, fince from his baftard 
fon. Old Shields, or Scott, the trotting fiallion^ 
have proceeded the beft, and the greateft 
number of horfes of that qualification : and to 
Shields and Ufeful Cub, the Ifle of Ely, Cam. 
bridgefhire and Norfolk, are in a great meafure 
indebted for their fame, in the produ£lion of 
capital hacknies. Cub was got by a black 
cart^horfe, out of a chapman's mare; of courfe 
his trotting ftock have run too much upon 
the round flioulder and buttock, and have 
been more remarkable for their fpeed, than 
ftoutnefs. 

The fafteft trotter, as I have good reafon to 
fuppofe, which has ever been tried in England, 
was called Archer, from the name of the 
perfon who brought him to London; and 
from his having been bred in Norfolk, it is 
probable he was of the family of Old Shields. 
He was a bay gelding, full fifteen hands high, 
and mafter of fifteen ftone. Beirig the pro- 
perty of Marfden, the dealer, who alfo pofleffed 
the old one eyed black gelding, at that time 
fuppofed to be the fpeedieft trotter in England, 

for 
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for one or two miles, they were tried together; 
and Archer proved to have the greateft fpeed, 
even for the ftiorteft diftance. I afterwards 
myfelf faw the black horfe timed with the ftop- 
watch, two miles, the laft of which he perform- 
ed confiderably under three minutes. With 
refpefl: to the other, the rapidity of his burft, 
in the courfe of a mile's trotting (which I have 
^tneffed) was truly aftonifhing; and I cannot 
conceive the rate of it could be below twenty* 
live miles per hour. It has been faid of late, 
that an old gelding, the property, I believe, 
of one Cartwright, which cut in the fpeed, was 
CIS fall as Archer, which I know from trials to 
be groundlefs, and that the old horfe had 
not fpeed enough to trot along fide Archer a 
lingle inftant. This noble animal was fot- 
tifhly and cruelly murdered, about ten years 
ago, by being trotted over the road in a hard 
froft. He performed fixteen miles, in fifty* 
four minutes and a half, carrying about eleven 
ftone. The excelfive (baking which he fuffer- 
ed from the hardnefs of the road, brought a 
fever and inflammation upon his feet, which, 
with the aid of fupprefled perfpiration, and 
improper treatment, foon killed him. 

As Archer was the fpeedieft, the well-knoWn 
brown mare, which died the property of Biftiop, 
proved herfelf the ftouieft,that is to fay, the moft 
lafting trotter in the world. This mare was 
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full fifteen hands and a half high» with bone 
fufBcient to carry twenty Hone; ihewed Ibme 
blood, with a mixture of the cart-breed; fuch 
as we frequently fee in farmers hacks. Her 
neck was fibort, her fore-hand well elevatjed^ hv 
{boulder deep, and counter-form^ but not vqry 
oblique; nor was (he prpportionably dseep iifi 
the girth. She had fufficieqt general lengthy 
but was not long in the back, yet had pkftty 
of room between her ribs and h\]iggoi]ht)9nesi^ 
with good fillets. Her quarters wer^ wnpiy 
ipread, and fhe flood well before* Ip .hcr 
latter days (he wa$ a dafhing goer^ ificUniag tip 
the run ; but was never re^iarkable for fpeed> 
nor ever able, as I underfland, to trot the milf 
in three minutes., 

. In the year 1783, or thereabouts, (he trotted 
over the Epfom road, fifteen miles in fifty^ 
eight minutes and a half, carrying twelve (lonei 
rode by Mr. Aldridge, who at prefent keep$ 
the Repofitory in St. Martin's-^lane. This J 
faw, and it was then faid to be the firfl UmCk that 
fixteen miles in one hour, with twelve ftone^ 
had ever been trotted. In Oflober 1791, being 
then eighteen years old, {he trotted on tlw 
Rumfbrd road, fixteen miles in fifty-eight 
minutes, fome odd feconds, with twelve ftone, 
or thereabouts, beating Green s horfe, for fifty 
pounds. It was probably, within her powers, 

tQ 
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to have trotted thirty miles in two houi^t 
which diftance was a£lually trotted, ^in two 
hours and ten minutes, by Ogden's cheftnut 
mare. 

The brown mare died January 30, 1794. 
She llad been nearly ftarved by running the 
wintet in a park near Hounflow; and the 
morning (he was taken home, dropped down 
dekdy as the boy w^s exercifing her^ after 
>«rateR Very good portraits of the above twd 
mares, may be feen in a monthly mifcellany, 
l>y no means unentertaining, called the Sport- 
ing Magazine. 

A grey mare, called the lockfmith's mare, 
a running trotter, trotted feventy-two miles in 
fijc hours. 

In 1793, Crocket's grey mare trotted one- 
liundred miles in twelve hours, and had 
twenty minutes to fpare. 

A five year old, fon of young Pretender 
^which Pretender was got by Hue and Cry^ 
Ion of Old Shields, out of a bred daughter of 
Xiord Abingdon's Pretender) I have been 
informed, trotted, in 1792, in Lincolnftiire, fix- 
teen miles in fifty-nine minutes, carrying fif- 
teen ftone. 

In April 1 792, the yellow bay gelding, called 
Spider, and the old cheftnut gelding, then 
near thirty years of age (above-mentioned in 
the name of Cartwright) trotted thirty-two 

miles 
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miles in two hours, between Stilton and Cam- 
bridge, ridden by the fame perfon, weight 
nearly ten ftone. Spider trotted the firft twen- 
ty-four miles in an hour and an half, bating a 
minute and half; and the old chefnut horfe 
the remainder. It was faid, that they could 
have performed thirty-four miles within the 
given time. 

Spider was full fifteen hands, appeared three- 
parts bred, and by his long four head, (hewed 
like the family of bay Malton. He knuckled 
very much before, and had been fired behind 
for a fpavin, and fometimes could fcarce rife 
when laid. It is. remarkable, this horfe had 
pafled through the hands of feveral dealers, who 
never fufpefted his trotting, but called him a 
blood-horfe. They alfo fuppofed him jinked 
in the back, from his lamenefs, on account of 
the fpavin. He died in 1793. He was by no 
means fpeedy. 

My own brown mare, known by the name 
of Betty Blofs, was the flowed of all capital trot- 
ters ; but at five years old, trotted fifteen miles 
in one hour, carrying fourteen ftone, although 
fairly miftrefs of no more than ten. She after- 
wards trotted fix teen miles within the hour, at 
ten ftone, with as much eafe to herfelf, and her 
rider, as could any hack whatever. She was 
nearly broken down at four years old, had bad 
feet, and befides had too much blood for a trot- 
ter. 



THE EQUESTRIAN ART. 239 

ter, having been got by Sir Hale's Com- 
moner, out of a three-part bred daughter of 
Rattle, fon of Snip. Although fp flow a gal- 
loper, that it was a mere burlefque upon racing, 
to match her, flie beat feveral well-bred hacks 
over the courfe, by dint of running every yard 
of the ground ; and there is no doubt but flie 
could have performed twenty-two miles in one 
hour, with eight ftone. She repeatedly walked 
fivie miles within the hour, and, perhaps, was 
not to have been matched in Britain, for variety 
and excellence of qualifications, being in the 
firft degree docile, pleafant-tempered, and fafe, 
a tough and everlafting hack, a good hunter, 
and a capital lady's pad. It is with a melan- 
choly pleafure that I thus write the eulogium 
of a poor departed fervant^ which cheerfully 
contributed, during nine years, to the comfort ' 
and convenience of my life. 

It is well enough known, to thofe who re- 
queft them, that capital trotters, whether for a 
lingle mile, or for diftance, are always fcarce, 
and command a high price ; and that it is ex- 
tremely difficult to obtain them, until they are 
in fuch a battered ftate, that they are fcarce 
fafe to ride ; the madnefs and folly of their 
owners, always wearing out the legs and feet of 
thefe horfes, in teaching them tlieir pace. As 

horfes trot from their (hapes, I would recom- 
mend it to fuch fportfmen, as defire a hack of 

this 
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this kind^ to purchafe a promifing one Id 
his youth, either from his own fearch, or 
through the means of a dealer^ who kiiowft 
foiAeihing of the matter, which, in truths but 
few of them do. 

If a young trotter be obtained, it will be per« 
teived, in an inftaUt, whether he has a natural 
great bent of fpeed ; but if not, granting he be 
dioroXigh-fhaped, and can trot a mile in four 
minutes handfomely, he may improve, and be^ 
Come capital for a long diftance. In training 
a young trotter, take a long time, keep him al« 
moft always within himfelf, never trot him 
with a flack rein, or fufFer him to hitch, lead 
with one leg, or to get into a confufed run be- 
tween trot and gallop; but accuftom him te 
J)ull well and Iteadily at you. Always ob- 
lige him to finifh his trot in a walk, never in 
either canter or gallop ; in which latter cde, 
caule him to turn round, as is the cuftom in a 
trotting race. No hack is fit to trot any con-^ 
fiderable diftance until rifing fix years old ; but 
it is remarkable that trotters, unlike gallopers^ 
do not lofe their fpeed from old age, many 
having been known to trot as faft at twenty, 
and even near thirty years of age, as they did 
in their prime ; a folid recompence, furely, for 
the extraordinary care which thefe horfes de- 
mand. As it is obvious, that the damage 
which trotters receive, in their feet, joints, and 

finews. 
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finews, arifes from their violent and inceflant 
thumping the hard road, common fenfe will 
naturally prefcribe moderate and fparing exer- 
cife, and foft ways ; and whenever you fee a fellow 
wantonly rattling his trptter over a pavement, 
you may very fairly prefume, a natural affinity, 
between the fcull of the jockey, and the materials 
with which his courfe is ftrewed ; and even if 
yoii go fo far as to wifh a happy contaft be- 
tween them, humanity herfelf (hall forgive you. 
I would even recommend training a trotter on 
the turf, wherever that advantage can be ob- 
tained; far from rendering a hack unfteady in 
his trot, when he afterwards comes upon the 
road, he will trot more fteadily for it, the chief 
reafon for a good trotter flying into his gallop 
(befide bad jockeyfhip) being the forenefs of 
his Joints and feet. They muft have the beft 
grooming, and the conftant ufe of a loofe 
ftable. 

To be able to perform fixteen miles in one 
hour, a horfe mufl: have fpeed enough to trot a 
mile in confiderably lefs than three minutes and 
a quarter. If he be full of meat, and in work, 
from a fortnight to a month's training is fuffi- 
cient ; and that by no means in the fevere and 
rattling way which it is ufually praftifed by our 
Smithfield jockies, who fometimes contrive to 
win their match, and lofe their nag. Four 
miles trotting in the morning, through the lail 

VOL. I. R of 
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of which ^^u mvft come along y and good walk- 
ing exercife in the afternoon, is fully fufficient. 
This ought to be preceded by a gentle dofe of 
phyfic. If a trial, all the way through, be held 
necefiary, let it be as long as poflible (confident 
with condition) previous to the race. 

Trotters fhould always be ridden with a 
double-reined bridle, moderately curbed ; and 
with refpeft to a jockey, I would advife a pre- 
ference to be given to one who belongs to the 
running ftables, and that not dhtirely on the 
confideration of weight. Suppofing one of 
this defcription to be rather unaccuftomed to 
trotting, he will train on fufficiently in the 
courfe dp exercife ; and will have^ at his fingers 
ends, certain important points, of which the 
common trotting-jockey will always be igno- 
rant. The reafon ufually afligned for letting a 
huge thundering fellow upon a trotter, rolling 
from fide to fide, fawirig his jaws, and beating 
him out of his ftroke, is, forfooth, that the 
weight may fleady the horfe, and the jockey be 
ftrpng eiKHigh to hold him ; as if it did not re- 
quire pulling with infinitely more efFeft and 
judgment, to make a waiting race with a hot 
and powerful horfe, which is fo often and fo 
well performed over the Beacon courfe, by a 
rider of eight ftone. 

In trotting matches, no attention is ufually 
paid to weighty unlefs it be to fet up a fufficieot 

lump* 
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lump, for the (age reafons aforefaid; and I 

liave aHually knoMm twelve done chofen in 

preference to nine. But I fubmit it to fporting 

men^ whether it confift with reafon to exclude 

the general principle in this cafe, or whether 

Weight can poflibly be without its exa6l {hare 

of coniequence, in a pace which fometimes 

equals the rate of twenty-five miles per hour* 

Jor my own part, I am perfe8:ly fatisfied on 

this head, not only from theory, but repeated 

experience ; and can aflure thofe, who wifli to 

profit by trotting matches, that they will find 

their account, in paying due attention to the 

Veight they put on horfe-back. Let the fportf- 

uan beware, how he makes his match in the 

^nter feafon, when the roads are deep and 

lieavy ; and, if made in fummer, the proper 

^ime for a trotting race is early in the morning, 

^vhen the leaft impediment will be experienced 

:from traffic. 

Colt-breaking has not that attention 

^mong us, which its importance demands. 

There is a general want of well-qualified men 

in this way, as .well as of good farriers. Our 

chance-medley breeders either break their horfes 

•Jiemfelves, or commit it to perfons equally ig- 

lorant ; whence the number of our Garroons, 

he breed and education of which are fo well 

aatched. 

R 2 I have 
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I have already given divers hints on this part 
of the fubjeft, and once more repeat my ad- 
vice of teaching the colt a good canter. If it 
(hould be held proper to learn him to leap the 
bar, the utmoft care muft be taken that he 
be not fuffered to do it with a heavy weight, 
which may, in an inftant, let down his tender 
finews. It by no means injures a colt, of fize 
and bone, to put a collar upon him, provided 
the draft be light and eafy ; for inftance, plow- 
ing light fands ; his knowing how to draw, may 
be of after ufe and profit. 

The utmoft care (hould be ufed to teach a 
colt his paces dijiin£tly. You will obferve a 
number of Horfes, trained and ridden by little 
farmers and countrymen, which confufe and 
jumble the paces one into the other, ftiuffling 
between walk and trot, and trot and gallop, 
till they acquire a kind of racking pace, from 
which it is no eafy talk to reclaim them : or 
they will, perhaps, do one pace only. If the 
colt be unfavourably made forward, and it ap- 
pear from the mal-con formation of his neck, ^ 
and the ill-fetting on of his head, that he can j 
never have a handfome carriage, double care^ 
muft be taken to give him a well-tempered^ 
mouth, the only thing which can pofFibly ren — 
der a horfe, of this unfortunate defcription, to- ^ 
lerable. .. "^ 

Sue — 
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Such as fhew much blood, or (loop forward, 
and lounge in their gait, in the ufual manner of 
bred cattle, ought to be well fet upon their 
haunches. 

The future goodnefs and value of the nag 
materially depend upon early tuition. If he be 
defeftive in bending his knees, let him be rid- 
den daily in rough and ftony roads ; or if that 
fail, caufe him to be ridden every day, for a 
month, or more, with blinds. Being blinded, 
he will naturally lift up his feet. I have expe- 
rienced the ufe of it. 

When a colt is refraftory, it is ufual to tame 
him, by riding him immoderately over deep 
earth. It is a filly cuftom, and often produc- 
tive of great mifchiefs, by weakening the tender 
joints of a young horfe, breaking his fpirit, or 
rendering it totally defperate. Coolnefs and 
perfeverance are here the requifites ; there is no 
horfe with a ftomach fo proud, which a level 
courfe will not bring down. 

The moft proper period for breaking a fad- 
dle-colt, is the ufual one, when three years old. 
In the common mode of performing this pre- 
mier a6l of horfemanfliip, there is very little 
variation, finc6 Baret's days ; or rather, it may 
be faid, we have univerfally adopted his im- 
proved method. A head-ftall is put upon the 
colt, and a caverfane over his nofe (from the 
old Italian word, cavazana, Englifhed, by 

R 3 Blundeville, 
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Blundcville, cavetfan, or head-ftraine) with 
reins. He is faddled, then led forth with a 
long rein, and, in due time^ lunged, or led 
around a ring, upon fome foft ground. As 
foon as he has become tolerably quiet, he is 
mounted, a proper mouth and carriage given, 
and his paces taught. When fufficiently in- 
ftrufted, he ought (in general) to be difmifTed, 
until the following fpring ; an early period for 
ferious bufinefs. 

There are fome, who choofe to defer break- 
ing their colts until foiir years old, for which 
they often find juft caufe of repentance, in the 
ftrength and ftubbornnefs of the horfe ; fuch 
praftice would, however, be at lead fomewhat 
more fafe, if a favourite method of mine were 
adopted, which is, to accuftom colts to hand-* 
ling, to the halter and the bit, immediately 
upon their weaning. 

On the fubjeft of riding on horseback, 
it is rather a hazardous talk for an author to - 
fay any thing ferious, after the immortal Bun- 
bury 's exquifite burlcfque of Geoffrey Gam- 
bado, which has convulfed all thofe of the 
prefent time, who have any tolerable portion 
of the animal rifibile in their compofition. 
One would alfo wonder how there could be 
any unfkilful or barbarous horfemeji among us, - 
iince fuch judicious and humane rules have 
teen long fince attainable,, for the moderates 



<^ 
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fum of one fhilling, in the truly excellent pam- 
phlet of my old acquaintance, Profeffor Charles 
Hughes. But thus it is ; neither the light but 
poignant (hafts of ridicule, nor the fage admo- 
nitions of us pains-taking authors, are able to 
prevail upon the bulk of people to become 
good jockies. Hear old Blundeville upon this 
affair : — ^^ Of which knowledge, what lacke we 
'' Englifh haue had, and fpeciallie haue at this 
^ prefent, is beft feene at a mufter, when the 
'* Queene's Maieftie hath need of horfes and 
** horfemen, where oftentimes yqu (hall fee 
*^ fome that fit on their horfes like wind-fkaken 
reeds, handling their hands and legs like 
weauers : or if the horfeman be good, then 
** the horfe for his part fhal be fo broken, as 
** when he is fpurred to go forward, he wil go 
** backward: and when his rider would haue 
** him to tume on the right hand, he will tumc 
^* cleane contrarie : and when he (hould flop 
*• he will arme himfelfe, and run awaie, or elfe 
** flop fooner than his rider would haue him^ 
** or ufe fuch like toies," Hear farther the 
'Warm-headed, but well-meaning Michael Ba- 
i^t : — " Alfoy hee mufl carry his body upright^ 
** neither yeelding too farre backe (as if hee 
^* were pulling at a great tree, nor too forward 
** as if he were afleep, for thefe two motions 
ferve to other ends (as hereafter (hall be 
fhowne) neither to fit on one fide, like a 

R 4 " crab. 
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" crab, or to hang his body ouer as if he were 
** drunken, as I have feen foixie horfemen doe. 
*^ Neither ought he to carry his legs fo clofe 
*^ to his horfe's (ides, that hee cannot give any 
" motion therewith, except hee firft thruft 
them forth. — Neither muft he carry his legs 
(out) ftaring like ftilts (without ioynts, as 
Saint George painted on horfcrbacke) be- 
" fore his horfe's fore-flioulder," &c. I have 
been as correft as pofTible, in the orthography 
of the above quotations, for the ufe of that 
worthy gentleman, who lately publifhed certain 
genuine Shakefpearian MSS. ; and who, no 
doubt, has more in petto, for the farther amufe- 
ment of the public. 

The prefent times, mature however they 
ought to be in the fcience, are far enough 
from deficient in caricatures of horfemanfhip. 
Obferve that tall, thin figure, riding up Rotten 
Row, bolt-upright upon his horfe, as though he 
were impaled, his ftirrup-leathers of an excef- 
five length, the extremity of his toe barely 
touching the ftirrups, as if afraid of it ; his lily 
hands adorned with ruffles volant, and his head 
with a three-cocked hat, as (harp as a north- 
eafter ; the head of his fteed decked out with 
extraordinary trappings, and the ftern fecured 
by a crupper. This is a Toe-jockey, or a 
taylor on horfe-back. But let not my readers 
mifunderltand me. I here fpeak not of aftual, 

buu 



THE EQUESTRIAN ART, 249 

but virtual taylors ; fuch, by virtue of a figure. 
Far be it from me, to fpeak with the lead difre- 
fpeft of a profeffion, which has produced fo 
many heroes, in the ninth degree fuperior to 
ordinary men. To go no farther, witnefs that 
noble Englifh taylor to whofe memory one of 
the chief cities of Italy erefted a ftatue, on ac- 
count of his military virtues — thofe gallant 
taylors, who, in the war before the laft, plunged 
with their horfes into the Thames, and fwim- 
ming acrofs, haftened to gather laurels in the 
bloody fields of Germany — and that Hercules 
in fields of more pleafant defcription, the cele- 
brated taylor of Brighton. Let it be remem- 
bered alfo, that every profeffion which con- 
duces to public and private benefit, is honour- 
able — and, moreover, that it would ill become 
a poor author to write contumelioufly of tay- 
lors, who are, in general, fuch creditable men. 

Some you will fee, who, under the mijlaken 
notion^ that it is the go, to lean forward, be- 
caufe they have feen fomething like it, at a 
race ; hang quite over their horfes necks : thefe 
equeftrians make a fmall miftake, by bending 
at the hip-joint inftead of the middle of the 
fpine, which, by protruding their poftic parts, 
gives them the femblance of being jufl in the 
a6l of offering an oblation to the neceflary 
goddefs. Others thruft their legs out from the 
horfes fides, in defiance of all ordinary gate- 
ways. 
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ways. Behold that knowing dog from Rum* 
ford, or the interior of Effex, with a quid in his 
mouth, an hidiainan waving from \i\sfqueezej 
his horfe fhufBing along, dot and go one, or 
budging forward in that delightful rack^ be- 
tween trot and gallop ; the rider's whole foot, 
and part of his leg, thruft through the ftirrup, 
and his toe proje6iing downward, as if he meant 
to dig a hole in the road ; he rows the living 
engine along, by alternately ftriking the flank 
and (houlders with his heel and toe, whilft his 
arms, in unifon, beat the devil's tattoo againft:^^ 
his own fides. 

The modern feat on horfe-back, and it fcemi 
to have owed its eftablifhment to reafon, con- 
firmed by experience, is, to fet naturally 
eafily upright upon your faddle, as you wouI(E:>JD<i 
in your chair ; your knees about as much bent ^'-•ti 
and turned inward, your toes fomewhat out-:^ Jt, 
and upward, your leg falling nearly ftraighti*^ ^t, 
and your foot home in tlie ftirrup ; your back- 
bone prepared to bend in the middle, upon oc 
cafion, your elbows held clofe to your fide^S'^s, 
your hands rather above the horfe's withers, o ^^^r 
the pommel of the faddle, and your view di 
refted between his ears. This is thelrue tui 
or Newmarket feat, and the beft exempliBi 
tion of it, that I am able to give, is the poi 
trait of Samuel Chifney, the jockey, upon a 

hor^tfc 
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horfe named Baronet, once the property of his 
Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales. 

The decHne of Riding-houfe forms in this 
country, and the univerfal preference given to 
expedition, fully confirm the fuperioi ufe and 
propriety of a jockey-feat. Indeed, our riding- 
fchools are now confiderably reformed from 
the ftifFnefs of ancient praftice, in all refpefts ; 
but the reader, on a reference to Hughes's 
publication, will find we do not entirely agree. 
It was the praftice formerly in the fchools, 
and, indeed, pretty generally upon the road, 
to ride with the tip of the toe only in the 
itirrup ; as if it were of more confequence to 
prepare for falling with fafety,*than to endea- 
vour to fit fecurely. Thofe who preferve a 
partiality for this venerable cuftom, I would 
advife to fufpend a final judgment, until they 
have made a few more effays upon a huge, 
cock-tail half-bred 5 of that kjqd, I rpean, which 
** cannot go, and yet won't ftand ftill;" and 
will dart from one fide of the road to the other, 
as if they really dcfired to get rid of their bur* 
den. Nor is the ball of the foot a proper reft ; 
chiefly, becaufe inconvenient to that ereQ, or 
rather almoft kneeling pofture, which is re- 
quired in fpeedy riding. The riding-houfe feat 
is preferved, by the balance or equipoife of the 
body, folely; that recommended here, by the 
firm hold of knee, which is obvioufly ftrength- 
ened by the oppofite directions of the knee 
and toe, the one in, the other outward. The 
ufe of a fixed feat is to enable the rider to 
give his horfe the proper puUs^ without vrhi 
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every experienced jockey knows he can neither 
go fleadily and well, nor lafl his time. It 
is not the cuftom of the fchools to fpur the 
horfe with a kick; but fpurring is always 
fo performed, upon the road and field ; as the 
military mode of giving that correction would 
quite derange a jockey-feat, and would be on 
other accounts inconvenient. 

1 he late M. St. Bel intended to have pre- 
fented us with an effay upon Englilh equita- 
tion ; a fubjeft, wherein I judge he would have 
failed, from a want of practical experience. 
11 i^ intention was doubthfs to have recom- 
mended our return to the military or riding- 
houfe forms, to which alone, lie had been accuf- 
tomed, in his own country; the conftant aim 
alfo of our ridmg-maflers : fo much in nature it 
is, to be prejudiced in favour of our own pecu- 
liar habits, an argument which I have no objec- 
tion to fee turned againfl myfelf. The war, in 
truth, has very much diffufed the habit of mili- 
tary riding, and we had, tv/o or three years fmce, 
a very curious example of it upon the turf; 
A gentleman engaged to ride four miles againft 
another, with the condition of preferving the 
military feat and attitude, throughout the courfe, 
which he performed, and won the match. We 
are not however to conclude from a fingle faft, 
that fuch is the moft fafe, eafy, and advantage- 
ous mode of jockeyftiip, or that he who is Ikilled 
in one particular, is of neceffity, equally expert 
in every other branch of an art or fcience. 
Major Jardine fays, that men are frequently 
good officers of foot, and yet have very little 

VxvQNNledge 
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knowledge of the peculiar duties of the caval- 
ry ; and to take an example from lower life, 
nany dealers in fat flock, have little or no 
udgment in lean {lores. 

There are many perfons unaccuftomed to 
"iding on horfeback, who, when they occafion- 
illy mount, are very juftly anxious both for 
heir perfonal fafety, and their appearance. It 
s for the benefit of thefe I write. If they will 
inmediately adopt my rules, they will not 
>nly make a refpe6lable horfeman-like appear- 
ince, but will place themfelves in the line of 
inprovement, and in a fituation the bell cal- 
::ulated to infure their fafety. I^ftead of being 
unable to keep their fpurs from the horfe's 
[ides, they would, with a proper feat, expe- 
rience confiderable difficulty in reaching them, 
[t is too often negle6led, even by people who 
ire fond of horfes, to teach their children a 
good feat, thinking it probably quite fufficient 
£ they can but flick fall ; and I have feen 
ffoung gentlemen riding with their fathers, in a 
^ery vulgar and unbecoming ftyle. 
. I cannot fpeak to the antiquity of the Englifli 
fafhion of rifing in the ftirrups during a trot, 
and of preferving time with the motions of the 
body, in unifon with thofe of the horfe; but I 
think the knowledge of it is difcoverable in 
Baret, and .in no author before him. It would 
l>e fuperfluous to give direftions on this prac- 
tice 
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tice, which will be inftantly acquired by ob/ef* 
vation and ufe. The iame may be faid of the 
gallop, which is performed, on the rider's piirt^ 
like certain other pleafant anions, kneelkigs 
the pulling of the horfe helping to keq> the 
rider fteady. In the canter, the rider fct$ up«i 
ki$ feat, as in an eafy chair. The method ol 
giving the wriggling helps with the brkUCj 
cither in the gallop, or fwift trot, to encourage 
a horfe forward, muft be acquired by practice: 
The firft-ratc Englifh Horfes, and the beifl 
examples of horlemanftiip, arc to be feen in 
Rotten Row, Hyde Park; where for many 
years pall, it has been the prevailing cuftom tfl 
take the morning ride, and where no peribs 
of decent habit and demeanour is refufed ad- 
mittance. 

The following direQions for a juft feat on 
horfeback, are tranfcribed from BlundevillCj 
*^ And fee that you do not only fit him boldlie^ 
*^ and without feare, but alfo conceive with 
*^ yourfelf, that he and you do make as it wer^ 
" but one bodie : and that you both have bul 
** one fenfe and one wilL And accompanic 
him with your bodie in any mouing that he 
maketh, alwaies beholding his head right 
betwixt his cares, fo as your nofe maie <|i< 
** reftlie anfwer his foretop. Which fhall be 
*^ a figne unto you to knowlherebie, whethei 
** you fit right in your faddle or not. And le= 

^ th- 
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*' the ridge-bone of your back be euea with 
his. And let your left hand, holding the 
reanes of the bridle, be euen with his creaft, 
and in anie wife keep your thighes and knees 
clofe to the faddle, holding downe your legs 
firaight^ like as you do when you are on 
foote. And let your feete reft upon the 
ftirrups in their due places, both heele and 
toe Sanding in fuch fort, as when you (hall 
tume your head, as farre as you can on 
the one fide, without mouing your body, 
and looking, downward to your ftirrup : you 
fhall perceiuc that your toe doth dire6Uie 
anfwere the tip of your nofe : and iaccording 
as the faddle is made, fo fhally ou ride long 
or (hort. But alwaies let your right ftirrup 
le ftiorter than the other by half a hole.''— 
t;ge 5, firjl Book of The Art of Riding. 
^ Likewife his legs muft be pendant of an 
equal diftance from the horfe s fides, his 
feete fo leuil in the ftirrops, as they are 
"when he walketh on the ground, neither 
muft his ftirrop lethers be fo long, that his 
chiefeft labour fhall be to keepe his feet 
in them (for fo a man ftiall loofe his true 
ieat by ftretching his legges, as if they were 
on the tenters) nor fo Ihort that he ftiall 
be rayfed from his true feate (the pitch of 
his knees being diflocatcd from the points 
of the iaddle) nor ought one ftirrup to be 

** longer 
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longer than the other (in my judgment) 
although many worthy men haue fet that 

" order downe. My reafon is, in regard the 
man muft haue a true and vpright feate, and 
nature hath made his legges (which are the 
fupporters thereof) one not longer than 

** another, but of an equal length ; therefore L 
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" cannot fee how the body fhould be kept ^ 

" direft, the legges one of them hanging fideir^zr 
** than another." — Buret, chap. 13. 

Before I refume the thread of my own dif — - 
courfe, I fliall prefent the reader with a fewi 
ufeful hints from Mr. Hughes. 

" If you would mount with eafe and fafet 
" {land rather before the ftirrup than behind it 
" then with left hand, take the bridle fhort, an( 
" the mane together, help yourfelf into the ftir 
" rup with your right, fo that in mounting, yo 
" toe do not touch the horfe. Your foot bein 
" in the ftirrup, raife yourfelf till you fade 
** fide t)f the horfe, and look direftly aero 
" the faddle, then with your right hand, 1 
" hold of the hinder part of the faddle, am- 

with your left, lift yourfelf into it. 

On getting off the horfe's back, hold thx- 
** bridle and mane in the fame manner ^ 
" when you mounted, hold the pommel of thx 
" faddle with your right hand; to raife yoa^^-* 
" felf, bring your right leg over the horfe"^^ 
^* back, let your right hand hold the hind psLX't 
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'' of the faddle, and (land a moment on ybut 
'* ftirrup, juft as when you mounted. But 
beware that in difmounting, you bend not 
your right knee, left the horfe fliould be 
touched by the fpur. Grafp the reins with 
your hand, putting your Httle finger between' 
them. Your hand muft be perpendicular, 
your thumb uppermoft upon the bridle. 
** Suffer him not to finger the reins (the' 
groom, in holding the horfe) but only to 
meddle with that part of the headftall, 
^hich comes down the horfe s cheek : to hold 
a horfe by the curb, when he is to ftand ftill, 
is very wrong, becaufe it puts him to need- 
lefs pain, 

** When you are troubled with- a horfe that 
is vicious, which ftops ftiort, or. by rifing or 
Jkicking endeavours to throw you off, you 
»iuft not bend your body forward, as is comt- 
nonly pra6lifed in fuch cafes ; becaufe that 
motion throws the breech backward, and 
moves you from your fork or twift, and cafts 
^ou out of your feat: but the right way to 
Iceep your feat, or to recover it when loft, 
is, to advance the lower part of your body, 
and to bend back your fhoulders and upper* 
part. Itijlying oxjlanding leaps, a horfe- ^ 
Elian's beft fecurity is, the bending back of 
^he body. 

*• The rifing of the horfe does not affeft the 
VOL. I. s rider's 
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rider's feat ; he is chiefly to guard againft the 
lafli of the animals hind legs ; which is heft 
'' done, by inclining the body backward. Ob* 
** ferve farther, that your legs and thighs are 
not to be iliffened, and, as it were, braced up, 
but your loins fliould be lax and pliable^ like 
'' the coachman's on his box. By fitting thus 
'* loofely, every rough motion of the horfe will 
^ be eluded; but the ufual method of fixing 
** the knees, only ferves, in great ftiocks, to af- 
** fift the violence of the fall. To fave your- 
felf from being hurt, in this cafe, you mnfl 
yield a little to the horfe s motion ; by which, 
means you will recover your feat, when an 
** unfkilful horfeman would be difmounted. 

" Take, likewife, particular care not to ftretcla 
" out your legs before you, becaufe, in fo do- 
'^ iog^ you are puflied on the back of the fad- 
^' cUe ; nor muft you gather up your knee^, as 
** if ridiiiig upon a pack, ^or then your thighs 
** axe thrown upwards. Let your legs hm^ 
*^ perpmdicular, and fit not on the thickeC 
*• pafft of your thighs,, but let them bear in^ 
^^ wand^t'thai; your knees and toes may incliru 
^ inwards tihewife'' I have befpre affigned ^ 
rcafixi for the prefent practice of riding witi 
the knee fomewhat bent, and the toe turned irm 
a finali degree outward, and upward ; and th&^ 
fmall deviation will, by no means, affefi: the g^ 
nenl utility of Hughes'& fy^m. He proceeds 
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-— ''^If you find your thighs are thrown up- 
" vards, open your knees, whereby your fork 
^' will come lower on the horfe. Let the hoi- 
" low, or inner part of the thighs, grafp the 
^ faddle, yet fo as to keep your body in a right 
^ poife. Let your heels hang ftrait down, for 
'* while your heels are in this pofition, there is 
no danger of falling/' 

The following is afn excellent rule: — ^^ If 

your horfe grows unruly, take the reins fepa- 

latcly, one in each hand, put your arms for- 

'* yfatA, HitA hold him fhort ; but pull him not 

** l^atd wiA your arms low ; for, by lowering 

*^ liis heid, he has the more Kberty to throw 

out his h9els : but if fon raife his head m 

high as you can, this will prevent him from 

liiing before or behind ; nor, while his head 

is in this pofition, can he make either of 

thefe motions/' 

^ Is it not reafonable to imagine, that if a 

liOrfe is forced towards a carriage which he 

^Im* darted at, he will think he is obliged tb 

attack or run againft it ? Can it be imagined 

that the rider's fpurring him on, with his face 

- rfifeftly to it, he fhould underftand as a fign 

tO'pafs it ?" — Thefe rational queries, I fubmit 

^^ the ferious confidieration of fuch as are fond 

^^ always obliging their horfes to touch thofe 

^bjefts, at which they are, or affeft to be 

ightencd. 

s 2 It 
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It may be remarked, that moft of the riding-' 
fchool gentlemen, arc very fond of horfes car- 
rying their heads high; a form much more 
fuitable for (late and parade, than real bufinefs* 
Almoft all the Arabians which come over hr- 
ther, and which have been worked in their own 
country, go in that manner. Work indeed 
will bring the head down, but, perhaps, with 
the nofe pufhed ftraight out. Horfes, of this, 
form, are ridiculed by Baret, under the nam 

of Aftronomers, and Star-gazers.. 
Indifferent horfemen fhould never ventu 

on horfeback without fpurs. Let them refi 

upon the predicament, of being pkced between 

a deep ditch, and a carriage, ^t which the^ 

horfe (hies. 

There is a circumfpefUon to be adopted a ^ 
vantageoufly by the un(kilful, which will, < 
firft, give them the femblance, afterwards t: Jh 
reality, of good . riding. The method of takl ng 
a rein in each hand, occafionally (much in uie 
of late years) gives the rider great cornmanci 
over the mouth, neck, and fore -quarters of a 
horfe. 

A good horfeman, without preflTmg too mucA 
upon the mouth of his horfe, is always pre- 
pared to aflTift him^ in ca(e of a blunder, with 
the united exertions of his arm, cheft, (boul- 
ders, and loins ; and, from the force of conftant 

habit, this comes jnftinSively, as it were, for 

the 
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the Qjccafion ; even if the accident be unno- 
ticed, or the mind otherwife engaged. Both 
hands upon the bridle are neceflary and be* 
coming, in riding faft down fteep defcents, or 
(loney ways ; and it is extreme folly to commit 
<he reins to the neck of the prefumed fafeft 
horfe. 

Some fpeedy and jadifh horfes, will, after 
" they have got their gruel/* by being travelled 
brifkly, thirty or forty miles ; at the next ftage, 
fall into a flow trot, bend their necks, foam at ' 
the mouth, refufe to bear an ounce upon the 
bit, and keep perpetually upon the curvet, as if 
they longed to be upon the parade. When- 
ever this happens, the beft way of concluding 
the bufinefs, is to walk them the remainder of 
the journey, and then give them a week s reft : 
You may choofe whether you will ride them 
-another. 

I have no apprehenfion at all of ridicule, for 
writing a Treatife upon fore backfides ; fince I 
am fure it will not proceed from the afflifted, 
and my obfervations are not addreffed to the 
clafs of found-bottoms. Serioufly, the dreads 
ful manner in which fome people chafe, deters 
them entirely from the moft pleafant and 
healthy exercife in the world ; and, in faft, 
makes a journey on horfe-back, of any length, 
totally imprafticable. Bracken's direftions, in 
tj>is cafe, are excellent, and, I ftiould think (for, 

S3 happily. 
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happily, I have no experience herein) if at- 
tended to, fully fufficient. Timely precaution 
is the chief xlependance. The means, a good 
laddie, with proper room in the feat, and the 
fame for the knees ; and a hackf which does 
not go too high, or ftep too fliort. A good 
flock of diachylon plaifter ought to be at hand^ 
a large piece of which muft be applied, as (bon 
as the fkin begins to be fretted ; but to prevent 
which, nothing will fo much contribute, as fre- 
quent immeriion of the thighs and hinder parts 
in cold fpring water. 

Previous to further proceeding on the Art 
of Riding on Horfe-back, I fhall fay a few 
words on the modern Horfe-fumiture, in ufe, 
either for road or field. 

I have already adverted to the variety of 
bits and bridles, in ufe in former times, when, 
as we are informed by Madox, in his Hiflory of 
the Exchequer, they even beflowed names 
upon their faddles. 

. Our bridles, at prefcnt, are either curbs, 
double and fingle, or snaffles, either fingle, 
or accompanied with a check-cord and rein; 
the reins either brown or black leather, quite 
plain, the headftall without a nofe-band, or any 
ornament of ribband in front. 

The Curb-chain, and its application, is well 
known. The .double-bridle has two bits, fnaffle 
ajid curb ; the latter with checks moderately 

long, 
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long, light, and thin, and with a joint, like the 
fiiaffle, or whole, and known by feveral nanies^ 
according to its form and effcft. 

The ufe of a curb-bridle, which, indeed, 
is generally the moft proper for road fervice, ift 
to bring the horfe's head in, to lift up his foore- 
(quarters, and fet him fufficiently on his haunches. 
This, of courfe, contributes to Ws going light 
in hand, and fafely above the, ground. The 
curb is to be ufed in thofe two paces, where 
ftride is to be repreffed, to wit, the trot and 
icanter : in the walk and gallop, where a horfe 
eaimbt lunge out too far, the fnafQe is ever the 
moft fitting. 

The proper way to ride with the curb-bridle, 
h to bold both reins together, at difcretion, 
curbing the horfe no more than is abfolutely 
neceffary ; for which reafon, the fingle curb- 
jcin, with which the horfe s mouth finds no fa* 
Vouh, is an unfair and foolifh contrivance. By 
being conftantly curbed, his mouth becomes fo 
cafe-hardened, that you are e'en where you fet 
out, if you intend an improvement ; relieved 
indeed, it is true, from the mighty trouble of 
holding two reins. 

It is neceflary to obfcrve carefully, that the 

curb-chain be not fattened above the fnaffle- 

lein, and that it be hooked fufficiently loofe, 

not to prefs too feverely upon the horfe's 

mouth. 

s 4 The 
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The Snaffle, it is remarkable, ufed to be for* 
merly reckoned one of their fevereft bits ; at 
prefent, it generally fignifies a mild one ; al- 
though, it is true, we have hard andjkarp ones 
for fome horfes, the benefit of which is very 
problematical. The check, is a cord in the 
place of the curb-chain, which . com preffes the 
under jaw, and is intended for a hard-pulling 
horfe. This is chiefly in ufe upon the courfe. 
In fwift a6lion, whether indeed it be gallop or 
trot, the horfe mufl have the free ufe and ex» 
tenfion of his neck and head* In a gallop, the 
curb lifts a horfe up too much, and befides, he 
cannot pull fairly and well againft it. 

Our general praftice of breaking colts with 
large and rpild bits, is highly rational ; and if 
{harp bits, of all kinds, Vere entirely excluded 
from our equeftrian fyftera, the change, in my 
opinion, would be full as much in favour of 
our own convenience, as of the feelings of the 
animal. If the mouth of a horfe be already 
too hard, fueh rigorous ineqns will furely never 
contribute to foften it, 

The MARTINGALE, WHS invented two or 
three centuries paft, by Evangelifta, a celer 
brated ProfefFor of Horfemanftiip, at Milan. 
Its utility, in colt-breaking, is unqueftionable. 
The running-martingale, only, is fafe to ride 
with upop the road, and mapy people even 
hunt, and take their leaps with them. It is 

fcarce 
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Scarce pofllible to ride thofe horfes without m?ir- 
tingales (particularly in the fummer feafpn) 
which have acquired the troublefome habit of 
toffing up the head ; nor do I know of any 
other means to reclaim them. 

The Englifti saddle (I fpeak of thofe made 
by capital artifts) is highly improved within the 
laft twenty or thirty years ; not only in refpeft 
of fymmetry, fitneft, and beauty, but of eafe, 
jbq^h to the rider and the horfe. But nothing 
Jtas contributed fo much, in the modern faddle, 
to the eafe and convenience of the rider, as the 
forward projeftion of the pads, where the knees 
reft, and the fituation of the (kirts, or flaps, 
above and below the knee. It is true, the 
iHiees are apt to be galled in a long journey, 
by the ftirrup-leathers, which are now placed 
without the long flap ; but they may be occa- 
iionally drawn beneath it. The faddle is fe- 
icured by two girths only, and thofe placed ex- 
?i6ljy one over the other, appearing as if Angle. 
The circingle is out of fafliionable ufe, except 
upon the turf, and faddle-cloths are, at prefent, 
•laid afide. As for the crupper, nothing is 
/deemed more unfportfman-like and awkward ; 
and whether from prejudice or not, I cannot 
help conceiting, it always detrafts from the 
figure of the horfe. Where a horfe has a good 
Jhoulder, and the faddle fits him, a crupper is 
totally unnecpff^ry ; ])ut I cannot commend th^ 

tafte 
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tafte or prudence of thofe, who, to avoid the 
unfafhionable appearance of a crupper, wilt 
fubmit to the rifk of riding upon their horfe's 
neck, or the trouble of difmounting every 
four miles, to replace their faddle — ^If a mar* 
tingale alfo fubfift in this cafe, it is truly a piti- 
able one. When it is abfolutely neceflary to 
fubmit to be cruppered, obferve that the ftrap 
be very broad and foft, that it may not chafe 
the horfe*s run>p ; and that a candle be few^d 
up within that part which goes beneath the 
tail. For horfes that are in danger of flippiog 
through their girths, it is neceffary to provide IL 
breaft-plate, which is faftened to the laddie. 

We have had feveral late inventions refpeft- 
ing faddles, for which patents have been 
tained ; fuch as Kelly^s, whofe faddles are 
ftrufted, I believe, of whale-bone ; and thofe 
another perfon, living in Tottenham -coui 
Road, which are contrived by means of 
fcrew, to contraft or dilate, fo as to fit 
horfe ; but of the merits of thefe invemion^^ I 
am unable to fpeak, from my own experiescci 

Let me here endeavour to prefe it upon ih 
recolleftion of all perfons, how cruel it is, 
carelefTnefs or indifference, to fiiffer the finmr 
ture of an animal, which is cheerfully wearii 
out his life in their fervice, to wound or brui^Bf^ 
his flefii, and fo keep him in a eonftant ftate 
torture. How often do we fee ftlly or infei 
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fible people, who, froin an idea of fuppofed 
convenience, or the ftill more contemptible oije 
of inflifling punifhment upon misfortune, with 
their horfes curbed to fuch a degree, as to fill 
their mouths with blood. The natives of Bar- 
bary, and even the Arabs there, totally degene- 
rate from the mild virtue of humanity to beads, 
praftifed in their parent country, are the mod 
cruel to their horfes of any people in the 
vorld. They ride with long and (harp fpikes 
affixed to their ftirrups by way of fpurs, with 
Vhich they are conftantly goading and wound- 
ing the bellies of their horfes, in a long line, as 
far as the flank; whilft their awkward, pon- 
<ierous, and cutting bits, lacerate the mouth, 
till it dream with blood. Is it not almod 
lenough to make an humane man curfe the fyf- 
tem of nature, which hath thus permitted one 
brute to infult the feelings, and riot in the mi- 
fery of another ? 

Previous to mounting, every gentleman will 
find his<account in examining the date of both 
horfe and furniture, with his own eyes and 
hands ; for however good and careful his groom 
may generally be, it is a maxim, that too much 
ought not to be expefted from the head of 
him who labours with his hands. Befides, all 
fuch feduloufly avoid trouble, particularly in 
nice matters. For example, fee that your curb 
is ri§ht, that your reins are not twided, that 

your 
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your girths, one over the other, ftill bear ex- 
a6lly, alike; that the pad be not rucked up; 
but above all, that your faddle (lands exaftly 
level upon the horfe's back. I have known ca*^ 
pital grooms, in the fervice of fporting gentle* 
men. To carelefs in placing a faddle, that it has 
abfolutely worn awry, and would never Hand 
even afterwards. 

In jouRNEY-riding, every perfon ought to 
know, that no great performances are to be ex- 
pefted from a hack, which is not in thorough 
condition. If he has been lately from grafs^ or 
ftraw-yard, or has been kept within, upon the 
faving plan of abridging his food in proportion 
to his work (a favourite meafure with fome. 
people) he will receive damage from a long 
journey, however good he may be in nature ; 
in fuch cafe, from thirty, to five-and-forty miles, 
is a fufficient day*s work. If his journeys are 
to be continued, from twenty to thirty-five 
miles per day, will be found enough ; and in 
fuch moderate work, with good keep, that is to 
fay, at lead a peck and a quarter of corn every 
day, the horfe may improve in condition. 

With refpeft to the capital performances of 
our firft-rate Englifh hacknies, I have, I be* 
lieve, known fome few, capable of travellings 
pile hundred and twenty miles in twelve hours; 
but fuch exceffive trefpaffes upon the vitaL 
powers of the animal, are cruel and unjuft ; an^ 

nev( 
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never ought to be attempted but upon the im- 
pulfe of uncontroulable neceffity. Thefe mur-^ 
derous feats fhould be ever excluded from the 
fportihg fyftem, which, in no fenfe, needs thenar* 
I have often obferved, that our beft Horfes; 
when in the higheft condition, lofe their cheer- 
fulnefs, and their ftomach, if ridden more than 
four-fcore miles in a day ; but that diftance 
they will travel, and even continue it for three 
or four fucceflive days, if they are fkilfuUy 
ridden, and well attended. Every body knows 
that a good nag will go fifty or fixty miles in a 
^ay, with pleafure, and even continue it awhile, 
if need be. 

There is a frequent deception in Horfes, 
-which, for the fake of humanity, I muft not 
omit to mention. Many of them, apparently 
\irell-(haped, with good a6iion, and in perfe£l 
health and condition, are yet unable to endure 
any fevere fervice. Thirty or forty miles, if 
they are obliged to travel it expeditioufly, ufu- 
ally puts an end to their appetite and their abi* 
lity. The defeft lies in their loins, and is vifi- 
ilc in their thinnefs, and faulty conformation. 
Juch horfes fhould never be travelled at a 
uicker rate, than about feven miles per hour, 
>r a continuance ; whereas, a good one, will 
*rform eleven, the ftage through, without in- 
invenience : but in fuch expeditious travel- 
ling. 
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ling, the ftage ought never to exceed two or 
three and twenty miles. 

In a long day's journey, it is preferable to 
ieed moderately during work, and more largely 
in the evening and morning. 

For common occafions, precife rules are fu- 
perfluous ; but if you wifh to ** go along" with 
your nag, through the piece ; at no rate, get 
upon his back until a full hour after he has 
finifhed his bait, with which, in tny opinion^ 
water (hould be allowed him. Does any niafi 
doubt the utility of this obfervation ? Let biift 
eat a hearty Englifh dinner, drink part of a 
bottle of Port, rife immediately from table, and 
run two miles at his rate ; at pulling up, he and 
I will argue the cafe, feriaiim, previous to hb 
proceeding two miles farther.^ 

Our elders have taught us not to give? a. 
horfe cold water, whilfl he is in a ftate of per- 
fpiratton; and it is of almoft equal Confer 
quence, that we remember, never to fuffer on^ 
in that date, to remain any confiderable time^ 
with his feet in cold water, either in winter 
fummer. Baret records a cafe of a hume^ 
ipoiled by this pra£lice; and I have known fc 
veral horfes irrecoverably foundered by it : thi 
laft inftance, within my obfervation, wd& of s^ * 
bay gelding, the property of a gentleman in m^-*y 
neighbourhood. He was driven^ hard ip * 
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chaife, and, whilft very hot, fufFered fo ftand 
iome fix or feven minutes in a brooks and has 
been foot-foundered, and incapable of quick 
draft ever fince. Let the adventurous reader 
know^ this pra£lice may be often ufed with im^ 
punity, and yet once too often. 

The beginning, and the end of the ftagc, 
ihould ever be performed as flowly, as conveni- 
ence will admit ; if pofiible, water within three 
miles of the end. Your horfe being cool, no 
danger need be apprehended from his difcre- 
tion ; if moderately warm, apportion his drink 
accordingly, and ride him gently forward. In 
this- favourable ilate, a horfe \vill be ready for 
big com in a quarter of an hour ; and his leg$ 
may be wafhed, up to the knee (but no higher) 
in cold water, either in the ftable, or cut. 

The Hoftlers, at all confiderable inns, arc 

generally intelligent enough as to the proper 

fiable treatment in common cafes ; but a horfe 

innih the effects of violent exertion upon him^ 

demands extraordinary care. If cold or damp 

Tiveat her, lead inftaotly to the ftable, choofing s^ 

iituation therein free from any current of air. 

fitter jup to the hocks with frefti dry fl:raw* 

Loofen the girths, without moving the faddle, 

and throw a dry cloth over the loins. Let the 

lace, ear-rootSa, throat and neck, be gently rub-» 

bed, and then proceed (whilft the Ivorfe is eat^ 

\tig a mouthful pf fweet, well-ftiak?n hay) ta 

wafti 
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wafli his feet and legs, up to the hock, witfi 
warm water. Nothing can be more beneficial 
than the warm water, in cooling and refrefliing 
a horfe, under thefe circumilances, and in abat^ 
ing the exceflfive and*painful tenfion about the 
mufcles ; but no perfon muft expe£l that aa 
hoftler will have recourfe thereto, unleis it be 
pofitively ordered ; it being a {landing maxim: 
with all labouring people, to avoid trouble^ and 
difcountenance novelty. After the above ope- 
ration, and that the belly be pretty well cleaned^ 
it will be probably time to ftrip the horfe^ and 
rub him gently down. Suppofing the time to 
approach for the commencement of the next 
ftage, the feed of oats, with which about one- 
third of dry beans has been mixed, (liould be 
offered, as foon as the horfe is tolerably dry. 
Half a pail of blood-warm water (hould be sJ- 
lowed at twice. The infide of the faddle (hould 
be made dry and comfortable (a thing fcarce 
ever thought of) but if. that be impracticable, 
from the exceffive quantity of fweat, a dry, 
frefh faddle-cloth, I have often found to be a 
great refrefhment to the horfe. Every ftage, the 
horfe's back ought to be examined with the 
greateft attention, by way of guarding againft 
any warble or chafe. 

If it be the fummer feafon, the horfe may be 
dried abroad, by being walked about in the 
fliade, with his faddle on, a light cloth being 

thrown 
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thrown over his loins, or not, according to hk 
condition and the temperature of the ain I 
(ay, the (hade, becaufe a)l hoftlers are fond of 
hanging a horfe, (already faint and oppreflfed 
with heat) in the blazing fun, to dry ; for the 
feme reafon they would their ftiirt; and i 
believe horfes are frequently rendered fiefe> 
and iofe their appetite thereby. At night, feed 
as early as poffible, that the hoHb itiay t\it 
(boner take his reft; the ufual allowance. Of 
double feed, at this period is, eight pints of 
oats, and two or three of beans* Suffer not 
the ftable-do£k»rs to exhibit any of their nof«> 
trams -by way of Hopping your horfe's feet^ 
but caufe them to be wafhed with either cold 
water or warm, according to circun^nces ; if 
hard and hot, of courfe warm water is indi- 
cated, and the feet (hould be foaked in it a 
conliderable time. 

In very hot weather, and upon hard toads, 
it is exceedingly comfortable to the horfe, to 
have his feet juft cooled, in any water which 
may lie in the way i the fri£tion upon the iroa 
(hoe, in a fwift pace, muft render it nearly 
burning hot. 

If a horfe, which is known to be kind, ftops 

^ fhorl, in the manner of a reftifF one, it is ex- 

tmne cruelty to fpur him on, or cori^ft hiiii 

^ ibr it; becaufe it is merely a petition froitl 

] bim, to gain attention to feme latent cdnl- 

vox. I. • T plaint. 



274 ON THE PACES, AND 

ft 

plaint. His curb may be a hole too tight, or 
his girths ; or he may be fuddenly feized with 
the cholic or ftrangury, or with fome natural • 
want. In cafe of the ftrangury, with which I 
have often known aged hacknies to be troubled 
on a journey, the rider ought to alight, and 
walk the horfe gently, or ftop with him, until 
he can void his urine. There is a cruel folly, 
of which fome of your knowing blades, arc 
guilty ; that of placing the faddle quite back, 
upon the horfe's loins, with the girths ftrained 
burfting-tight, immediately upon the paunch. 
I have feen horfes, which chanced to have 
more wit than their jockies, rear up, and re- 
fufe to proceed in that painful ftate. 

It would be of confiderable utility, upon a 
journey, or in the field, if gentlemens' grooms 
were taught enough of the fmith s art, to fix a 
flioe, or drive a nail upon occafion. 

On the fubjeft of Female Equitation, or 
Ladies Riding on Horfeback, I muft beg leave, 

firft of all, to make a quotation from M?" 

Hughes, whofe authority will be acknowledged, 
unqueftionable. 

" Method of mounting. —A peifo 
" (hould ftand before the head of the hqrfe: 
" holding with each hand the upper part of th 
" cheek of the bridle. Then the lady muftla>^ 
** her right hand on the near fide of the pommel # 
" and her left hand on the left (houlder of ^ 

" gentleman 



4t 



THE EQUESTRIAN ART. 275 

*• gentleman (or a fervant) who will place both 
** his hands together, the fingers and thumbs 
" being interwoven with each other. This being 
" done, let the lady put her left foot firm in the 
" gentleman's hands ; and giving a little fpring, 
" {he will be vaulted into the faddle in a mo- 
" ment. When fhe is thus feated, let her reft 
" the ball of her left foot firm in the ftirrup ; and 
to prevent accidents, (he fliould wear Italian 
{hoes, with very long quarters, and the heel of 
the {hoe coming forward to the middle of the 
" foot. Ladies {hoes, made in the common 
** fa{hion, are dangerous, becaufe the foot re{ls 
*^ in the hollow between the toes and the heel. 
** Remember that the pommel of the faddle 
" {hould be made very low, that the ladies* 
knee may not be thrown too high ; and the 
ftirrup {hould hang low; both which circum- 
^ ftances will help to give her a graceful 
** figure, and add greatly to thofe charms 
** which nature has beftowed on her. When 
•* {he is thus placed, let. her take her whip in 
her right hand, near the head, with her 
thumb upon it, and the four fingers-under it, 
holding it obliquely, fo that the fmall end of 
it may be fome inches above the middle of 
the horfe s hind leg. The arm that fupports 
the whip is always to hang ftrait; but with a 
kind of negligent eafe; nothing looks more 

T 2 " awkward 
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awkward than a lady s holding the whip with 
her arm crooked at the elbow. A lady (hould 
hold her bridle moderately flack, with her 
little finger Under the rein, and the odicr 
three fingers pafling between the rein, on the 
top of which her thumb muft be placed. 
Being thus feated, (he will pleafe to walk 
her horfe ofi^ gently, and put him into his 
other paces at her pleafure. 

The pommel of a ladies' faddle (hould be 
*' always made with a turn-again fcrew, to 
** take off in cafe the rain, wind, or fun is 
" troublefome— -when a lady may ride on the 
•* contrary fide of the horfe.** 

Oueen Elizabeth, it feems, firfl oF all intrcy- 
duced the praftice of ladies riding tideways on 
horfeback, in England. Much has been laid 
againft it, as inconvenient and dangerous; but 
on confulting an experienced lady on the fub- 
jeft, fhe remarked that fcarce any accidents 
ever occurred from the praftice, even in hunt- 
ing ; that it was not only more decorous, but 
much more convenient for women, in feveral 
refpefts, which fhe w^as ingenuous enough par- 
ticularly to ftate. The firft requifites f6r a 
ladies' horfe are, that he goes perfeftly fafe 
above his ground, and neither (hies nor ftarts; 
and bred cattle are the moft adapted to this 
' purpofe, provided they arc well upon their 

haunches. 
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haunches. The cuftom of ladies rifing in their 
ftirrup, in a trot, has been, I believe, introduced 
within thefe few years. 

It would be as unneceffary for nie> to write 
a panegyric upon the pleafure and profit to 
be derived from exercife on horfeback, as I 
hope it will be excufaWe, to make a few con- 
cluding remarks. This (alubrious exercife, by 
Vhich the air may be fo amply varied, is pe- 
* culiarly adapted to debilitated and confumptive 
luabits, and the lax fibre; for it tends to the 
increafe of fubftance, which the labour of 
walking has, in general, the effeft to abrade. 
The flow trot is the pace of health ; and one 
grand mean of the prolongation of human 
life* It is, perhaps, the only effeftual remedy 
Cor habitual coftivenefs and wind ; all medical 
ones, in my fmall experience, having the in- 
variable effeft of increafing and perpetuating 
the caufe of thofe complaints : it fhould ever 
be taken with the ftomach empty, where the ' 
vifcera are found. I have read in a ftrange 
performance, in which the do6lor recommends 
the coftftanj ufe of the warm bath, for ftrained 
Jiiiews, and laxations of the joints, that it is 
dangerous to trot with long ftirrup leathers^ 
where any apprehenfion may be entertained 
of a rupture; and I think it an excellent 
caution to valetudinarians. Thofe who ride 

T 3 for 
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for their health, will find much inftruftion in 
an old book, called Med^cina Gymnajlica, 
written by Dr. Fuller, a phyfician of high 
repute, in the days of good Queen Anne. 
Sydenham warmly recommends this exercife 
to afthmatic patients; and Dr. Darwin, in his 
celebrated Zoonomia, relates a cafe of Phthijis 
pulmoncdis pefrfeftly cured by perfeverance in 
exercife on horfeback. It is an excellent 
bracer, and fhould ever be joined with the 
cold-bath, in cafes of debility derived from 
exceffes of a certain kind. If I wanted any 
illuftration here, I fhould refer my reader to 
the records of crim. con. where he will find 
blazoned the wonderful and attraftive powers of 
grooms and jockies. Had that infpired maniac, 
Jean Jaques, been as good a jockey as he was 
an eloquent fcribe, it is probable, the Vene- 
tian bona roba, had not infultingly advifed 
him to fludy the mathematics; nor had chere 
Mamma been driven to the fad and expenfive 
neceffity of providing him a fubftitute. The 
motion of the horfe and frelh draughts of pure, 
elaftic air, are the beft, perhaps the only means, 
to recruit and exhilarate the exhaufted fpirits, 
relieve the aching heads, and enliven the ima- 
ginations of ftudious and fedentary men ; but 
how much is it to be lamented that under our 
profufe, and I am forry to add, dilhoneft and 

ruinous 
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ruinous political fyftem, thefc comforts are 
now totally out of the reach of moderate in- 
comes. What a fpeculation, that the natives 
of the moft plentiful and the richeft country in 
the world, rauft be compelled to emigrate in 
(earch of the conveniences of life ! but how 
much more lamentable ilill, that many muft be 
driven to the fame extremity in queft of its 
necefTaries ! 

I have heard, and read, the complaints of 
many, dating, that they would Willingly mount 
on horfeback, for their health's fake, but are at 
a lofs for obje6ls of amufement in the praftice, 
*To thefe, I would recommend to leam Horfe- 
xnanQiip, and in time, probably, the manage- 
xnent of their horfe might become interefting ; 
to accuftom themfelves to ftudy and contem- 
plation on horfeback ; or to find companions in 
tiheir own predicament, by which means fo* 
iety might, in time, induce a falutary habit. 
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CHAP. VI. . 

ON DRAFT CATTLE, AND THEIR USE AN0 
MANAGEMENT, BOTH IN TOWN AND 
COUNTRY. 

HORSES, applied to the purpofe of quick 
DRAFT, are diftinguUked by the various 
appellations of COACH-HORSES, CHARIOT aad 

PHAETON-HORSES, CHAISE and GIG-HORSBS^ 
UAGHINERS, MAIL-COACH and POST-KOR9£S; 

thofis appertaming to slow-draft, are called 

CART,, DRAY, or FLOW-HORSE'S. 

Refpefting the higheft form, of the fpectes 
of Goach-horfe^ in this country, I have fakvte 
My thing to add, to the few veinarks made IQ 
the fecond chapter. The true hoiife for quick 
draft, muft be from fifteen to fixtee» h^ndi 
high, with a lofty fore-hand, fubftance fome* 
what obliquely placed, and fafficient racing 
blood to give him good aftion, and a fine coat* 
Mr. Culley's favourite form of flioulder, before 
noticed, is, no doubt, admirably adapted to this 
purpofe. 

The few foreign coach -horfes, in ufe among 
us, at this time ; fuch as, the Friezeland, Ha- 
noverian, and Neapolitan, if they make a more 
Jlately and fuperb appearance, and have more 

lofty 
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lofty a6tion^ are neither fo ufcful, nor fo fpcedy, 
as the Engliih. 

I have often remarked, and leave to othera 
to determine the juftnefs of it, that a fmall 
borfe^ in fingle harnefs, looks very mean and 
comemptible ; but if there be a pair, or more, 
the cafe i$ altered : alfo, that a pair of horfes, 
galloping, have an unfeemly appearance ; but 
if there be four of them in the carriage, they 
make a very gallant figure in the gallop. 

The fuperiority of the Englifh, in the con- 
fira^on and elegance of wheel-carriages, of ali 
denominations, has long been untvertallyac-^ 
l^nowledged. Our improvements therein, of 
late years, have held equal pace and analogy, 
xwith tbofe made in our breeds of horfes ; we 
Jiave difcarded ufelefs and cumbrous weight, to 
Kfiake way for lightnefs, elegance, and conveni- 
lence. Within the laft fifteen years, mechanic 
:invention has laboured, and brought forth 
:m^ny ufeful difcoveries in this line; among 
"^hich, the moft important, is ihat of the power 
gained by the multiplication of wheels. Of 
"fthis difcovery, although not yet brought to ma- 
turity, or into general ufe, many of the keepers 
CDf ftage-coaches have availed tbemfelvcs, and 
"%^e now fee Caterpillars and Milliptdis, upoa 
^5very road leading to the metrc^>olis> carrying; 
'^yith the utmoft convenience, double and trebte 
^he number contained by an ordinary coach^ 

There 
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There are fome few inftances of thefe Sociables 
being introduced into the fervice of pri\'ate fa- 
mihes. A plan is faid to be under confidera- 
tion, for an improved form of a mail-coach, to, 
carry twelve infides, with the accommodatioa 
of a light; which will fave eighty horfes in a- 
diftance of one hundred miles; alfo, another 
for an eight-wheeled waggon, which, it is 
hoped, will be attended with proportional ad-% 
vantages. 

The proud and lofty phaeton, has, for fome 
time, given place to the lefs lightly, but more 
convenient curricle. This is a low, two- wheeled 
phaeton. This carriage was faid, at firft, to be 
attended with certain difadvantages, and even 
dangers, which are now, it feems, in a fair train 
to be remedied. 

The introduftion of thefe light carriages has, 
of Gourfe, brought into ufe the lighter fpecies 
of horfes; and even full-bred ones are fre- 
quently employed in the fervice : a cuflom to 
which I am by no means partial, who love to 
fit behind a good trotter. The delicate fkins 
of bred horfes are, befides, too apt to be chafed 
by the harnefs, and their legs to be knocked 
together upon the road, when diftrefled in their 
trot. I cannot altogether agree in opinion 
with thofe, who affert, that bred-horfes are the 
tougheft poft-hacks. It is aflerted, there is an 
^lallicity in their hoofs, which eludes the con- 

cuflion 
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cuflion of the hard road, and that their finews 
recover a ftrain fooner than thofe of other 
horfes. Perhaps they may endure their mifery 
longer, but I think they become lame in the 
legs and feet, fooner than horfes lefs delicately 
bred. 

The prefent tafte of driving horfes of diffe- 
rent colours, in light carriages, and where great 
ftate is not required, is, in my opinion^ altoge- 
ther rational, and attended with obvious con- 
venience. But this praftice has helped to in- 
troduce a laxity of equeftrian difcipline, alarm- 
ing at firft fight, and which has been really at- 
tended with very ferious mifchiefs. Gentlemen 
have been more adventurous than formerly, in 
putting raw and unbroke horfes into hamefs, 
and driving them immediately upon the public 
roads, or in the ftreets of the metropolis. The 
numerous accidents which have happened from 
this incautious, and,. I muft add, unjuft prac- 
tice, within the laft two years, are almoft incre- 
dible. I fay unjuft, becaufe however little ftore 
a man may fet by his own neck, he can yet 
have no fhadow of right to expofe that of an- 
other to a wanton rifk, which he moft pro- 
bably does, whenever his horfe breaks away 
with him. It is not two months, fince a hunter, 
apparently unbroke to harnefs, ran away with 
a chair, beat a poor man down, and broke both 
his thighs. The drea^dful accident, which hap- 
pened 
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pencd fomc time fince at Bath, ought to be a 
ftriking leflbn to thofc who have fo htile rcflcc* 
tion or feelings as to mifapply the curb» by 
making it an inftrument of torture. Every 
body has heard the fate of the unfortunate 
gentleman, who was dafhed to pieces, by being 
thrown in his curricle down a precipice, the 
horfes rearing up, and running backwards^ from 
being over-curbed. I know there arc too many 
in the world who fcom^ in any cafe, to be de-* 
terred, either by precept^ or example; it is, 
however, a duty performed, to give die needful 
warning : without admiring either their bo)dne& 
or their apathy, I heartily wifh they may expe* 
lience no painful occafions of repentance. 

I {hall, in this place, finifh what I have to fay 
upon the fubje£l of thofe too numerous acci-^ 
dents; which happen upon the road, to our hired 
carriages. It is well known thefe were,, more 
particularly, frequent with the mail-coaches, 
on their firft eftabliihment ; and, on enquiry^ it 
then appeared, that they were juftly attributa^ 
ble to the ignorance and folly of raw and im- 
proper drivers, and hot in the fmalleft degree 
to the new inftitution itfelf, which experience 
has fince proved, was rationally founded*— 
Good horfes are well able to go through this 
fevere and expeditious fervice ; the only, thing 
to be lamented is, that improper ones will, per- 
haps, be too often applied to it, which indeedj 
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as the cafe ftands, belongs to the clafs of un* 
avoidable evils ; unlcfs government, from a re- 
gard to the interefts of humanity, and the glory 
of the country, were to provide their own 
horfes, under the care of an able infpeftor. 

A frequent and fertile fource of mifchicf is, 
the fuffering horfes to (land without any perfon 
to hold them, whilft the coachman is abfent 
from his box ; and this, I am forry to be au» 
thorized to fay, is too often the cafe, even at 
this inftant, notwithfianding the number of ac- 
cidents which have arifen from it. 

I have been informed^ that mail-coach guards 
have fometimes been very deficient in blowing 
their horn, a part of their duty of the utmoft 
confequence to the fafety of other travellers, 
and carriages, in dark and foggy nights. Many 
reports have been abroad of drivers procecd*- 
ing flowly along that part of a ftreet in Lon- 
don which was free of carriages, and of fetting 
off, at the rate of fourteen or fifteen miles per 
hour, the inftant they approached an embar- 
rafled part. Of others, who were in the abfurd 
and dangerous habit, of fetting off upon the 
gallop, and with the whip, their horfes accuf- 
tomed to it, ftanding trembling, whilft theyex- 
pe£led the coachman ; and this along danger- 
ous and narrow ways. I repeat not thefe x>b- 
fervations, with the view of criminating, dr 
cafting an odiurti upon any man, or body of 

men. 




286 ON DRAFT CATTLE. 

men, but merely as cautionary hints to fuch,on 
both fides the queftion, as they may concern. 
The truth is, the remedy for thefe grievances 
can only be found in the exertions of travel* 
lers, whofe duty to themfelves and the public, 
is rigidly to infpeft the conduft of thofe with 
whom they entruft their lives ; and to punifti, 
with the full feverity of the law, all trefpaffes, 
arifing from inebriety, wantonnefs, or negleft. 

No coach-mafter ought ever to be permitted 
to drive a rcftiff horfe ; and one who knows his 
own intereft, never will purchafe one at any 
price ; for even when apparently broke, they 
are always diflioneft drawers, and rob the other 
horfes of their labour, and, befides, are never 
fafe. A certain coach, laft year, was driven 
with a wheel -horfe which was, at times, reftifF; 
on going down a fteep hill, this horfe thought 
proper to lie down ; by which freak of his, the 
coach was overthrown, one man had his back 
broke, another was killed outright, and feveral 
maimed in a miferable manner. 

It would be to little purpofe, to fay much 
relative to the forts, or (hapes of Horfes, def- 
tihed to this public fervice, fince, generally 
fpeaking, they are chofen, on the fcore of 
cheapnefs, from the refufe of private fiables. 
One remark will fuffice ; that aftion is of the 
firft confequence, as nothing can be more ob- 
vious, than that a horfe muft be foon torn to 

pieces, 
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pieces, which is obliged to run diftreft every 
mile of his ftage ; fuppoling him a trifle too 
light, the error is not fo great, becaufe, if he 
pofiefs a readinefs and facility of a6lion, he will 
occafionally borrow a little weight of his fel- 
lows, and maintain his ground a long time. 

It is well known, that there is no labour fo 
levere and deftruftive to horfes as quick draft, 
and it is a raiferable confideration, that the fyC- 
tern of human intereft requires it to be per- 
formed chiefly by cripples, and thofe already 
near worn out; and that we muft derive our 
comforts and conveniences from racked filel- 
iogs, and painfully extorted labour. Strange 
ideas have ruftied upon my mind, on obferving 
paflengers impatient under the tortures of the 
gout and rheumatifm, Vge, and even fee the 
coachman, to whip his horfes on to the laft 
pitch of exertion, when from fpavins, lamenefs, 
or wounds, every flep to them muft bd an ope- 
ration of the rack. I have already hinted, 
that reafon, and our moral duties, lay us under 
a ftrifl: obligation of diligently feeking the re- 
medy in all poflible cafes, and of not indolently 
and falfely fwelling the lift of unavoidable evils. 
There appears to be no other remedy for the 
evil of bad poft-horfes, than a general deter- 
mination, among perfons of property and con- 
fequence, to encourage thofe inn-keepers who 
drive none but gble pnes. If the difficulty of 

getting 
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getting rid of cripples was enhanced, it might 
poflibly be a general inducement^ to treat hcH&s 
with more provident care and humanity. 

But amongft thefe complaints^ it is with the 
utmoft pleafure, that I can record the liberality* 
and found difcretion, of many of ourkeepen of 
ftage-horfes, who not only purchafe excellent 
cattle, at very confiderable prices, but keep 
them in the higheft order, and work them fair- 
ly. As a pleafing inftance, amongft many, I 
have formerly fcen the Colchefter coach-horfiea 
in fuch high condition, and fo much above 
thefer work, that they were ready to bound oot^ 
of their harnefs at ftarting ; and what was inft- 
ftitely to the credit of the proprietot^, I have 
known horfes laft a great number of yean in . 
their fervice* I fhould think that a nag, en* 
tirely frefh, muft be cheaper to a coach*mafter, 
at double the price, than a fecond-hand om:^ 
the fineWs of which, moft prob2d>ly, have ftart^ 
ed ; at the fame time, I am fully aware of the 
difficulty of procuring a fufiicient ttumber of 
the former. 

There can be no doubt but that eTaraordi^ 
nary care wouki amend the condition of poor 
poft-horfes, and alfo ccmtribute highly to the 
intereft of proprietors: thefe fhould always 
make it their bufinefs to underftand Horfes 
thoroughly, in all their concerns, ai)d to truft 
as little as pdflible to their iervants* I am now 
^ fpeakiqg 
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rpeakitig to the mfen of property in that Ime, 
who have the ability, and convenience, for car- 
rying any plans of improvement into exe- 
cution. 

No horfe (hould be put upon, merely be^ 
caufe he is tough and lafting; but every op- 
portunity feized of giving him a few hours, or 
a few days refpite. In thefe intervals of reft, 
if poflible, every horfe fliould ftand loofe in 
his ftall ; or what would be far better ftill (the 
leather permitting) be turned into a yard or 
adjoining field. The advantages derived to 
their poor biittered feet, contrafted finews, and 
wearied limbs, by this praftice, are inexpref- 
lible. Every horfe's legs (hould be watched 
ynth the moft anxious care, for frefli ftrainsj 
becaufe if a few days only be allowed at firft, 
and proper remedies applied, the ftrains may 
probably be cured, which if neglefted until 
the finews become materially injured, would 
admit only of a partial cure, and even that 
cannot be obtained under a confiderable length 
of timci! Horfes on their refting days, ftiould 
have their legs and feet well foaked and fup- 
pled in warm water, ip the morning, and at 
night; their finews {hould be embrocated with 
the mixture which will be hereafter pre- 
fcribed. 

Good warm mafhes (hould be allowedjr 

when apparently neceflfary; and in cafes of 

VOL. I. u crafting 
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lifting and decay^ I (hoiild fuj^pofe benefit 
might accrue frotti mafhes made of boiled rice, 
with an addition of bran or fine pollard, to 
prevent its too aftringent effeft. I do not 
. tmderiland the tifiial routine of mdtiagement 
for horfes of this defcription, but fuppofe that 
Ibme few of them have the benefit of bein^ 
occafionally lumed off to grafs. It is certain 
that a good horte might be mdde to IttI); many 
years, by fuch treatment, and to earn more 
money than three pr four bad, ,or ill-managed 
bhes. I 

It Would be periiaps better, if all poft4i'oHe& 
Mfdrt rttUnd or bar-flioes, merely by way df 
bbtaihing a reft for the frog Whidi fupports 
thfe tendon^ fince thefe hbrifes arc fo liabte to 
(Urains in the finews. 

All confiderable proprietors cf Hbkfes 
{hatild make a point of giving ^ncduid^ttinfenl 
td ttibfe gentlemen of the faciiity, who h4v6 
the gdod feiife and humanity hot to bfe ikb&vt 
Veterinary praftice. Surely their interefts mttft 
fee miich more lafe in fuch hands, than ih thoife 
cff9gnorarit blackfmiths. The tnifchiefs done 
by thefe laft throughout the c6untry, in the 
fingle artifrle of firing poft-hories, is iminenie. 
I have often thought k would be efdvan- 
tageous for a coach-mafter to agree wkh 
awe furge6ft to attend his ftock of horicsl))*^" 
tSfcte year; the bare advice of fflch a perfiw^v 
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voulcl^ I am confident, if Well ^tbend^d ta# 
occallon a confiderable aoaual iftvipgf ia tbf 
prevention of mifqhiefs. 

Tbefe borfes are not only too oftw v^ry 
badly fired, but are worljL^d much too fopqi 
afiar the operation; the consequence isj Uiey 
»eap only a flight ben^t, or ape even p^hapy 
injured by it. But there « wthing jrxv>9l 
nrhicfa they fuflSjr more, or feom vhich i( j^ 
£a»»r to date the prigin of ^eir .Wffler<?us aiJr 
vients, than frx»n ihenr co»ftant fiidde^ t^raafif 
tiom irom Wt to cold, frow obftnujaed *n4 
repdkfil p^piratioo. HufhodW ^ ap upa^ 

VQ»dftble concomitant of Ahieir l^Q^^fs r hpw^ 
^ven H behpyej t^ mafter no givi? th^ ftiiS?ft 
charge that U» hork^ fuffi^ .no mo«'e of ^ 
thaii need$ »$uft; that they are jiot loaded 
TMrith WAter W:hile hot^ or upc^ any confiderftf 
tion, or any excufe whaieyer, wished vrjib 
cold water when in a high ftate of perfpira- 
tion. I know this is not only pra£lifed, and 
with pretended fuccefs, but that I have in this 
cafe two very celebrated medical* authorities 
againf^ jade. I muft of couijCe fpeak fart W 09 
this fiabje^ in ray Second Volume. 

&y the little atttesticMi paid in gen^d^ tp the 
weight of poftillipns, one wuft conclude, thfti 
k is held to b^ an obje^ i)f no cpnlequenijf^i 
but for my own part^ I ain cle^irly convii¥:f4 
^ the contrary ; and could as ^fily b^ pr^ 

u 2 vailed 
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vailed upon to believe, that fourteen ftonc is 
no heavier than ten, as that it would not be a 
great faving of ftrength to the horfe, to have 
the latter weight to carry inftead of the former. 
In the enumeration of the various means of 
improvement, every item ought to have its 
due (hare of attention; and without a pun, 
rcfleftion will prove the prefent to be of great 
weight. The difficulty of obtaining men of 
light weights, fubfiils only in the improvident 
indolence of mafters. Nature has fpontaneoufly 
furnifhed fitting inftruments for all the various 
poflible operations; among the refl:^ men of 
bulk and weight for ploughmen and porters, 
and little natty nine and ten ftone fellows for 
grooms, jockies, and poflillions— witnefs the 
old ditty, written in the days of gofpel fun- 
fliine, by that precious faint Adoniram Byfield; 
and to be found in one of his fermons : 

God made a great man to plough and to (bw, 
God made a little man to fcare away the crow, 
God made the world, as round as a ball. 
In came the Devil; and fpoilt it all. 

Now this was the devil of mifapplication.— * 

Were it but once known that the poflmafler 
had determined to give good encouragement 
to light weights, they would foon have thei 
choice from twelve ftone down to a feathe 
In relum and empty chaifes, the lads generall"^^ 
choofe either to fet upon the fplintcr bar, 6^/* 

withi 
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vithin, but they fhould be enjoined always fo 
to do^ it being a great help to the faddle 
horfe. 

I have made thefe few obfervations, in the 
behalf of miferable and neglefted objefts, by 
way of ftimulating and direfting the attention 
of thofe, who are more verfant in the fubje6L 

Cart-horses are well known to be of 
the largeft and coarfeft defcription; their 
£elgic origin has been already noted. As it 
is the general opinion, that the faddle-horfe 
ought to be (harp and frigate-built, fo they 
liold that the cart-horfe (hould be round, and 
(to borrow a lift from my beloved Smollett) 
as blufiP in the bows, as a Dutch fly-boat. 
Rotundity, or the form of carrying their fub- 
fiance in a horizontal pofition, feems to be the 
grand charafteriftic of Englifli draft-horfes. 
Xhey fay, this make of the (houlder, is the beft 
adapted to drawing along, or moving weights ; 
farther, that it is not fo liable to chafe with the 
collar, as the flat and deep form. Both 
Sracken and Ofmer, feem difpofed, in part, to 
controvert thefe pofitions, probably from their 
prejudice in favour of bred cattle. That large 
bred horfes would draw there is no doubt; 
and it is true, that the fuperior ftrength and 
elafticity of their tendons would enable them 
to make great exertions; but the article of 
gvols weight has a cpnfiderable degree of con- 

u 3 fequence 
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fequenc^ in thk bufinefs^ and experience (eems 
to be decidedly in favour of nearly the prefent 
form and fpecies of cart-horfe. 

A very erroneous idea has prevailed, con*- 
ceming cart-horfeSf that provided they are big» 
heavy, and clumfy enough, all farther confide* 
rations are needlefs ; on the contrary, it is both 
theoretically and pradically true, that great 
abilities for draft muft depend materially upon 
juft proportion ; and that four thorough-(haped 
horfes, will draw with facility, a weight which 
would puzzle five ordinary ones, although of 
^ual, or even fuperior fize: a truth which 
they ought to refied upon, who have a con« 
fiderable number of thofe animals to rnain^ 
tain. 

A capital cart*horfe is not more than fix 
hands high, with a bride, fparkling eye, 
light well-fhaped head, and Ihort pricked ears 
full chefl and (houlder, but fomewhat forelow 
that is to (ay, having his rump higher than 
forehand; fufficient general length, but by n 
means leggy; large and fwelling fillets, aaW 
flat bones ; he fiands wide all fours, but wide :£? 
behind; bends his knee well, and b^s a briOc 
and cocking walk^ 

Many of the knights of the fmock-frock anrf 
the whalebone, would (hake their heads sumy la 
(Commending length in a cart-horfe ; laevertbe* I ti 
le(s nothing is more true^ thai^ that in the ac^ jtl 
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count of juft proportion, length will not be 
forgot ; and that not only length, but a certain 
degree of room and freedom of (hape is abfo- 
lutely necellary to enable the horfe to make thofe 
a£live fprings, which contribute more than mere 
-bulk, to the trai^ation of a mafs of weight. 
Your fliort-lcgged, cloddy hories, as they are 
flyled, are generally too fluggifti and flpw, fub- 
Jefi: to greafe, and thofe diforders arifing from 
a thick and fizy blood ; but fuch are far prefer- 
able to the loofe, leggy and weak4oined ; the 
worft poflible (hapes of draft-hprfes. 

The breeds of cart-horfes, mod in faOiion 
upon our ifland, at prefent, are the H£AyY 
BLACKS of the midland counties, the Suffolk 
PUNCHES, and thofe of Clydesdale in 
North Britain. 

The firft are thofe capital fized, and high* 
priced horfes, made ufe of by the Brewery and 
diftillery in London, and by the iarn^ers of 
Berkfhire and Hiunplhire, and a few other parts, 
where their teams form a coniiderable article 
of oftentation and parade. 

The Suffolk punches, which alfo extend 
to Norfolk, are low horfes, rather coaffe* 
headed, with indifferent ears, in general cheft- 
nut (provincially forrel) fore-^low, with deep 
und large carcafes, and nimble walkers and 
trotters. They have ever proved themfelves 
the trueft and bell drawers in the world, as 

u 4 well 
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well as the hardieft^ and moll ufeful cart and 
plough-horfes. Their nimblenefs, it fliould 
feem, is owing to their length and moderate 
fize; and their immenfe powers in lifting 
weight, to the fame caufe, combined with the 
low pofition of the flioulder, which occafions 
the weight to be afted upon, in a juft and hori- 
zontal direftioh. Their luperiority over all 
other horfes, at drawing dead pulls, is no 
doubt, in fome meafure, owing to early train- 
ing, as in no country is fo much pride taken, 
in teaching horfes to draw; and- it is well 
known, that a team of Suffolk horfes, the fig- 
nal being given, will all down upon their 
knees, and leave nothing behind them, that 
is within the power of flefh and blood to draw 
away. As to draft-cattle, in my opinion, 
nothing need be done, but give thofe of Suffolk 
a fine head and ear, and flat legs; arid we are 
then at the top of it. 

But there is anothef breed of Horfes, in 
Suffolk and Norfolk (how they canie there, is 
fomewhat difficult to afcertain) well fitted both 
for the faddle and draft, I have feen a cart- 
horfe of this defcription, which, bating a littl 
coarfenefs of the head, was perhaps as fit t 
get hacks and hunters, from proper mares, 
the beft bred horfe alive. I have alfo hear 
of a Norfolk Farmer, who about forty year 
9go, had a peculiar fort, which he ftylecif 
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ills Brazil breed. This blade of a farmer, 
'would, it feems, unhamefs one of his plough- 
horfes, ride him to a neighbouring fair, and 
after winning with him a leather plate, ride 
him home again, in triumph, to his wife. 

The late Mr. Bakewell, of Difhley, fo juftly 
celebrated for his hofpitality, and the general 
humanity of his charafter, rendered the moft 
eminent fervices to his country, by his im- 
provements in live ftock. If he failed in any 
thing, I (hould conceive it was in his judgment 
of horfes. I have indeed heard the fame of 
him refpefting pig- ftock, from the moft expe- 
rienced man in England. Mr. Bakewells 
chief attention, I fuppofe, was beftowed upon 
(heep, and horned cattle. The black horfe he 
(hewed at Tatterfall's, fome years fince, for the 
purpofe of getting faddle-horfes, I have heard 
-did not meet the approbation of intelligent 
breeders, nor did he appear to me, at all cal- 
culated to fuit the common run of mares. 

Of the Clydesdale horfes, as I know 
nothing, pleafe to take Mr. Culley's defcrip- 
lion, ** probably as good and ufeful a draught- 
hbrfe as any we are poflefled of; larger than 
the Suffolk punches, being from fifteen to fix- 
teen and half hands high, ftrong, hardy, and 
remarkable true pullers, a reftive horfe being 
rarely found amongft them. In ftiape, in gene- 
ral plain made about the head, fides, and hind- 
Jegs; moftly grey or brown, faid to have been 

produced 
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produced from common Scotch mares and 
Fiander'3 horfes^ a hundred years ago." 

But the fize, rather than the fort, of our cart- 
horf^f has become the chief objeft of con- 
iideration, (ince it has been the cuftom to breed 
tbem up to a ton weighty and feventeen and 
cve» eighteen hands high. Prudence and oeco- 
fiomy, efpecially during thefe times of fcarcity 
and general diftrefs of the poorer claiTes^ have 
inceffaAtly inculcated the queftion-r-why breed 
your horfes to fuch an enormous bulk, fijice it 
is not YET your intention to eat them? An- 
fwer, IT IS THE CUSTOM. A moft fatisfaftory 
anfwer, no doubt, were it only becauie there is 
fuch a number of queftions, of at leaft as much 
importance, which* if at all, muft be anfweied 
precifely in the fame way. But there are hor 
peft and difcerning men, who have a juft con? 
^tempt for all precedents which are unfounded 
in (ruth and reafon, md which militate againft 
the general good ; and thefe wijl naturaUy de? 
(jLTt to trace caufes, and examine foundatiQqs. 

Thefe over-fized horfes are neither able tQ 
do, nor do they, more work than thofe of mor 
derate fize and tyue proportion ; for in grawr 
i?[g them up to this vaft bulk, you gain only j 
beejf, and WEIGHT to be carried, but.no.- 
thin^ in the f^ze and fubftance of the Cinewi 
and mufcles, the cords, levers, and,puUies, whic 
afte deftined to mov.e their own as weil as an 
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cctraneous mafs. By this reafoning, it fhould 
feem, that the out-fized are unable to per- 
form even fo much work, as the middling ; and 
another argument againft them, equally juft, is^ 
that they muft, in general, confume a propor* 
tional larger quantity of every neceflary. For 
whofe benefit, then, is this Howden MACjfc,of 
Englifh elephants^ bred? It is not for the 
breeders, for they may have jufl; as large a 
price for Ids dock, which would, moreover^ 
coft them lefs in keep. I can only fay farther, 
that I fubmit it to the good fenfe of the brecderj^^ 
of the Midland counties, whether it would not 
be advileable for them to think of changing 
their dock ; and I beg leave to refer them to 
what I have already faid of the horfes of Suf- 
folk and Norfolk. 

I mud alfo beg leave to refer all breeders to 
Mr. CuUey 's book before mentioned,,where they 
will find it recommended to mix even a little 
racing bloody with the cart-ftock ; and whens 
they may read of the wonderful exertions, incait*- 
ing4>ufinefs, upon the road, of the Cle velajjd 
Bays, a fort of coach-horfes. Although bred- 
horfes are, of all others, the moft fluggifli, yet 
k is wdl known, that a mixture of their bloody 
gives fpirit and a6livity to other races. StiU, I 
think, this dodrine, as it regards cart-hdrfes, 
inuft be received with fome caution. Althou^ 
%hgi^ h9lf4)ped cart-horfes may per&rm wdi 

in 
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in light work, and upon hard roads, they may 
not be fo well calculated for ftiff clays, and 
heavy fands. For my own part, I cannot boaft 
of my good fortune with this fort, of which I 
have tried perhaps a dozen, at different periods ; 
not one of which, to ufe my pffended carter's 
phrafe, was able, when we came to whips, " to 
** pull a plumb-pudding off a gridiron/* 

There is alfo a very material idea, with which 
I wifti earnellly to imprefs the minds of all 
breeders of draft cattle; it is, that in breaking 
the colt, they always teach him to back readily, 
and to go quietly in the fhafts. Every man 
who has had much to do with cart-horfes, well 
knows the abufe, and the miferies they fuffer, 
when they have not been taught to back ; and 
alfo the trouble and fufs there is in a prefs of 
bulinefs, becaufe, truly. Ball is too modeft to go 
before, and Whitefoot, peradventure, too am- 
bitious to go behind ; whereas, they fhould be 
all fo far accudomed, as, at leafl, to make a de* 
cent fhift in any place. 

Another obfervation I addrefs to the fons of 
humanity. There are horfes, whether from 
feme latent and internal weaknefs, or whatever 
occult caufe, which never can be forced by the 
utmoft feverity, to ftrain at dead pulls, and yet 
in all ordinary bufinefs, and where the weight 
follows freely, and is in obvious proportion to 
their powers, they may be as good, and as fer* 
viceable horfes, as any in the world. The beft 

horfe 
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horle I ever had in my life was of this kind* 
He laboured ten years for me, and five out of 
the ten, I (hould think, as hard as any horle 
alive. He has many times, as filler in a cart, 
gone down fome fteep ways with fixty-three 
hundred weight behind him, which (hewed we 
placed fome depefidanee upon his goodnefs, 
and he was always perfeftly kind and willing. 
But if hooked to a fixed body, which he could 
not move, the inftant he perceived the ftate of 
the cafe, he ceafed iall farther effort, and would 
not pull an ounce ; but anfwered the whip, by 
(baking his neck and head, and looking back to 
the objeft,or, as I have fometimes thought, point* 
ing towards his owii loins. There is an analogy 
between this cafe, and that of race-horfes, which 
will not, or rather cannot, run to the whip ; 
and it is equally againfl common fenfe, as com- 
mon humanity, to whip and abufe them ; yet I 
have heard of fixing a chain to the neck of a 
cart-horfe, going up-hill, and other barbarous 
follies. 

In treating of draft-cattle, for the ufe of the me- 
tropolis in particular, having already treated 
to the extetit of my knowledge, on the general 
principle, I have only a few praftical remarks 
to make. I think it would be much to the advan- 
tage of the proprietors of drays and town-carts, 
to make ufe of a lighter, and more aftive defcrip- 
tion of horfes. Such would not only perform the 
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fame quantity of work as the heavy iiotf<si« ill 
Ie(s time, but would not be fo liable to beat and 
founder their feet ; would lad longer, and ohi*- 
fume lefs. Is a proof of this demanded ? Let 
the enquirer fatisfy him&lf of the labour per- 
formed by the Suffolk and Norfolk cart-horfesj^ 
which he may very eafily do. Let him turn to 
Mr. CuUey's account of the Cleveland Bay«p 
Let him look into the Annals of Agriculture^ 
where he will find, among many other obferva^ 
tions highly deferving his attention, the account 
of Mr. Collett's five horfes, which draw thirty 
lacks of barley, over the fandy road from Wal- 
ton to Ipfwich ; and Mr. Conilable's cait^ of 
£aft Bei^ghott, which, with only one horfe, car^ 
rtes ten iacks of flour, twenty ftone ieveii 
pounds each fack, five or fix miles, over a noad 
where are no turnpikes. But ther^ are aaay 
proprietors in town, of the lame opiiaioa with 
myfelf^ on this head ; and one gentleman ia 
particular, of the higheft refpeSability in the 
dillillery, told a friend of mine, that, hi^ ow» 
horfes being all engaged, on a ceitain occafion, 
he was under the neceffity of employing the 
light team of a farmer, which, to his fur- 
prize then, went through the day's labour with 
more ca(e and difpatch,. than was ufual with his 
own. I fhall conclude my argument, a VAn^ 
glaife^ that is, by propofing a wager. It has 
been hinted to me, that if the |;entlemen of 

London 
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London and Berkfhine, will produce thirty of 
tlteir largeft and beft black horfes, they (hall be 
met by the fame number from Suffolk akid 
Norfolk, under fixteen hands high» to draw vk 
any manner, either dead pulls, weight, or dif- 
tance, for a thoufand. The gentlemen of Ldn^ 
don woald^ doubtkfs, like to be let into a good 
thing ; but in fuch a match, I conceive, they 
would literally be " let in with a jog.** 

There would certainly be a difficulty, or 
rather an impoffibiiity, ^ in obtaining, rmmedi^ 
ately, a iUfficient m umber of horfes of the de- 
icri{>tion which I have recommended, for the 
life of the metropolis ; but were the gentiemeft 
in the brewery, and other tronfiderable propric- 
tors, 16 exprefs their inclinations to (uch a 
chafeige, Suffolk horfes would be bred in every 
i)reeding county in England. 

It is crcged, lliat the chief ufe of large horfes 
in town, is, as fillers, to ftamd the {baking df 
flop-hearts^ ana other very iponderous loads t 
but I think a grois and bulky^ or a tall, leggy 
horfe, can never be fo able to endure this, as a 
Square, mufcular, boney one of fifteen three or 
Sixteen hands high. Thofe over-grown cattle 
are apt to be too much fhaken by their own 
weight. The pra&ical arguments, however, df 
Meffieiirs Trueman, Harford, and Co. of Lime- 
houle, are of more validity than a whole folio 
of my theoretical ones. The drays of thofe 

gentlemen 



304 ON DRAFT CATTLB. 

gentlemen have, for (bme months paft, bcefl 
drawn by three mules each, the higheff of 
which, did not appear to me above fourteexi 
hands. They carry three buts of beer, from 
Limehoufe to London ; the fame weight, pre- 
cifely, which the London drays carry with three 
large horfes, and the fhafts bear in like mailner 
upon the filler. 

Now I have mentioned fhaft-horfes, I with 
to a(k the quellion, what polFible ufe it can be 
of, for the weight of a carriage to bear upon 
the fill-horfe, inftead of upon a wheel, or 
wheels ? I lament here, that I cannot boaft of 
being even a fmatterer in the mechanics, of 
courfe, that I cannot deliver myfelf upon this 
part of the fubjeft, fcientifically ; but I am an 
old carter ; and have been long convinced, that 
there really was never any neceffity for the 
praftice, and that it ftands upon no better 
foundation than that of ancient cuftom. The 
danger and inhumanity of this cuftom is vifiblc 
to all who have eyes, and walk London ftreets 
in a flippery feafon. It has made me ftiudder 
a thoufand times, to fee a wretched animal, 
perhaps weak and half-fed, ftaggering under an 
immenfe load, down a hill of glafs, and upon 
flioes which feemed to be contrived exprefsly 
for the purpofe of Aiding. How it happens 
that the horfes keep their legs, or that fo few 
accidents enfue, is wonderful ; but fure it ought 

to 
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to be ftill more wonderful, that men are not 
warned from fuch ftupid praftices by the fmart 
of thofe accidents which do really happen, and 
thefe are fufficiently numerous. The Thames- 
ftreet carts ought to have either four wheels, 
or three. In the latter cafe, it is faid, that upon 
the true mechanical principle, for faving draft, 
the additional wheel ought to be placed abaft ; 
but then, (hould the filler make a ftumble with 
Si (hifting load, the intention of preferving him 
from its weight, would not be anfwered, and 
the care of carmen, in properly fecuring a load, 
is far enough from a certain dependance. 
Many of the brewers, of late years, have 
adopted the four-wheeled dray, the conveni- 
ence and ceconomy of which are obvious ; and 
I have no doubt, but it will foon become gene- 
ral throughout the trade. 

The management of draft-horfes in town, is 
a cheerlefs and invidious topic to a confiderate 
mind. How hard, that feeling animals which 
contribute fo materially to the opulence, the 
convenience, and the comfort of their mafters, 
fhould themfelves mifs any of thofe juft and 
neceflary comforts, in the power of opulence 
to beftow. But an exception muft be made, 
in favour of many noble-minded citizens of 
London, who demonftrate the beft proofs of 
meriting the large property they poflefs, in the 
fine appearance, and high condition of their 
VOL. I. X horfes. 
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horfes, and in the vifible care and humanity of 

their fervants. There are fome men, however, 

fo exceflively intent either in the acquifition of 

wealth, or the enjoyment of it, as wholly to 

lofe all thought or folicitude about thefe humble 

inftruments of their profit* I beg of thefe to 

grant me their pardon, if I prefume to remind 

them of both their intereft and their duty* I 

am about to advife the beft regulations within 

my knowledge; if it be faid, thefe are no 

novelties, I (hall retort — Are they ufeful ? if fo. 

Why fo generally neglefted ? 

In many places, where a great number o 

horfes are kept, the number of helpers in th 

ftables is infufficient, or the fuperintendanc 

defeftive ; befides, the common run of horfe— -^. 

keepers are not fufficiently expert at their bu 

finefs. A man, jaded and tired with a har 

day's labour, and who muft rife with the daw^r:=n 

to repeat the fame, is abfolutely incapable, 1:^— e 

his abilities whatever they may, of doing ftabK^e 

juftice to a number of large horfes, befmear^ <f 

from head to foot with dirt and fweat, or to 

take the neceflary care of their harnefs. Graiit- 

ing fufficient help, there muft ftill be fuperin- 

tendance, which may be placed in the hands of 

a proper perfon, not kept exprefsly for fucA 

purpofe, but who will undertake the talk for a 

fmall addition to his wages. A mafter (hould 

have a monthly review of all his horfes ; and, 

at 
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at all events, fhould acquire fufficient veterinary 
knowledge to defend himfelf and his cattle 
from blackfmiths and grooms, next to divines, 
lawyers, and politicians, the moft ingenious fo- 
phifls in the world. 

But where is a conftant great hurry of bu- 
finefs, and at unfeafonable hours, it will be im- 
poflible, with even the greateft care, to do all 
that is neceffary about horfes, during the fix 
days of labour. Good Sunday, the day of reft, 
a day on which deeds of fubftantial charity are, 
at leaft, as becoming as empty words, prefents 
itfelf as the propereft time to repair the defi- 
ciencies of the week. A number of men in the 
employ ought to be engaged, to undertake this 
Sunday bufmefs of the ftable in rotation, or for 
a continuance, at their option, at handfome ad- 
ditional wages. If any religious alarmift fhould 
thence be apprehenfive for the fafety of his 
foul, let him plead before the righteous Judge, 
that he was employed in the caufe of humanity ; 
a much better plea, than many of thofe will 
have, who work double-tides on a Sunday at 
that fpecies of labour which is held fo merito- 
rious. 

A fevere ftable difcipline ought to be main- 
tained where the horfes are numerous, and they 
ought never to appear abroad, in a rough and 
ill-favoured ftate, to difgrace the opulent cir- 
cumftances of the owners. 

X 2 A dray, 
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A dray, or cart-horfe, fhould be fmooth trim* 
med about the head and ears^ his mane pulled 
even, and reduced to a handfome length and 
thicknefs, but not fo much of it left as ta har- 
bour dirt and fweat. His tail (hould be a fwitch 
of a moderate length, and his legs invariably 
clofe trimmed, coach-horfe faftiion. 

Afk an old horfe-keeper,"syho is fo bewitched 
with the beauty, and even excellence, of hairy 
legs, that he cannot conceive any horfe able to 
draw with fmooth ones, and he will tell you di* 
reftly, and even make you believe it, unlefs you 
are upon your guard, " that there is no poffibi- 
lity of keeping a cart-horfe clean, and free 
from greafe, if you take the hair from his legs, 
** which fcreens them from the dirt." What a 
powerful fophifm? But the mifery of the- matter 
is, thefe hairy-legged horfes are perpetually apt 
to be greafed, from the flighteft negleft, and then 
the fophiftsare at laft under the neceflity of going 
fundamentally to work, and of cutting off the -^ 
facred locks, beneath which they find cakes o 
dirt and fweat, which have occafioned all th 
mifchief, and which need never have happened 
but for neglefting the falutary operation of th 
comb and fciffars* 

Plenty of warm water and foap, if neceffary i 

fhould be allowed once a week, for the legs ant 
feet of horfes, which are fubjeft to heat an« 
fwellings therein; care fhould be taken/ tha* 

they 
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they do not (land too much in their dung, 
which heats and helps to founder their feet. 
If any hurt happen to a horfe, which "work 
may aggravate, he fhould be withdrawn in- 
flantly, in the firft ftage of the mifchief ; if his 
cafe require a fituation difiPerent from that of a 
crowded town ftable, he (hould be fent forth- 
with down to a farmer s yard, where he may 
be well ftieltered, and carefully attended. I 
have feen fifty cafes of this kind, in which, from 
the indolence and irrefolution of the owner, and 
the knavery and ignorance of his blackfmith, a 
horfe has been kept at an ufelefs ex pence in 
town, for months together, till at laft he has 
either been fold for a trifle, totally loft, or fent 
down into the country to be cured. 

Nothing can look fo abominable or difgrace- 
ful to confiderable owners, as their horfes be- 
ing wrung in the fhoulders, by the collar, or 
chafed by the harnefs. A regular fyftem of 
management and preventive care, are, in thefe 
refpefts, all in all. Collars and harnefs, fuf- 
fered to remain fodden and hardened with 
fweat, water, and dirt, muft infallibly fret the 
tougheft fkin. All accidents of this kind fliould 
be attended to in the firft inftance ; an hour's 
delay may produce the trouble of months. 

The leifure afforded by the refervation of 
the feventh day, is, or ought to be, peculiarly 
ufeful to the poorer proprietors, the horfes of 

X 3 many 
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many of whom, are, during the days of labour, 
enveloped in all kinds of filth. 

Many will ftart and (hrink back from the 
trouble of the tafk I have prefumed to recommend 
unto them. Thefe calculate ill. Improvident 
negligence is ufually produ6live of accumulated 
trouble ; and an article of high price, reafon- 
ably demands, and will as certainly repay, the 
infurance of care. 

Previous to fpeaking of draft cattle, for agrir 
cultural purpofes,it is neceffary to enter into a di- 
greffion, not only extremely unpleafant in its own 
nature, but rendered doubly fo by the confide- 
ration, that in handling the fubjeft, facred truth 
will oblige me to ftruggle againft the fierce and 
headftrong current of popular prejudice; a 
ftruggle, however, which I never did, or ever 
will decline, upon any cafe of importance to 
the interefts of mankind; being, by nature, 
more folicitous to fay true and ufeful, than 
pleafant and flattering things. The fubjeft 
which I allude, is defcribed by the cant 

of MONOPOLY, FORESTALLING, and REGRA 

TING ; why it is intitled to a place here, will b 
explained by the following alarming fa6):s. 

The unfortunate dearnefs of all the necef- 
faries of life, has had fuch an irritating effeflF^^ 
upon the minds of the lower claffes, that cer- ^- 
tain of them, in one or two couhtips, hav 
formed themfelves into gangs, and, under th 

nam 
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name of the Comet Society, have committed, 
by night, the moft daring and inhuman out- 
rages ; not only harmlefs and unoffending cat- 
tle have been maimed and deftroyed, with cir- 
cumftances of the raoft wanton barbarity, fuch 
as cutting off the teats of cows, and the tongues 
from the mouths of horfes, but even barns, 
houfes, and flacks, have been fired, and, I be- 
lieve, fome murders committed. One cannot 
help noticing, in this flagitious conduft, that 
fenfelefs and infamous praftice, which I am forry 
is not confined to the poor vulgar, of taking 
vengeance for the injuries committed by a man, 
upon the feelings of his innocent beaft. 

This ferment in the minds of the lower peo- 
ple, and the confequent atrocities, may, with 
the mofl impartial truth, be attributed to thofe 
inflammatory ballads, which have been circu- 
lated with fo much induftry about the country ; 
but flill more to thofe incendiary paragraphs 
on the fubjeft of monopoly (a fubjeft of which 
the fagacious fcribes have as jufl ideas as of the 
planetary worlds) that have difgraced but too 
many of our public prints. Some of thefe, in 
a news-paper which I could name, are direft 
incentives to murder, and, in my opinion, ought 
to have been prefented to a jury, as mifdemea- 
nors of a moft injurious tendency towards the 
public peace. There are fome men, I well 
know, from whom their country had a right to 

X 4 expeft 
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cxpeft better things, who, in their writings and 
their fpeeches, feem proud to expofe their (hare 
of the vulgar delufion ; if, as may be juftiy 
fufpetled, they are a6ting ad captandum vul- 
gtis, or by way of fhifting off the load of con* 
fcious guih, let them beware, they are like 
children playing with edge-tools ; they arc ex- 
pofmg their own glafs windows, to a chance 
the moft deftruftive vollies, 

I always underflood, that thofe legiflativ 
burlefques, the laws againfl: monopoly, fore- 



(lalling, and regrating, framed during a pe— =- 
riod grofsly ignoraiit of the nature of eithcE: -=j 
liberty or commerce, were repealed in th^» .e 
lump, by a ftatute made in the early part o ^of 
the prefent reign : nor have I any informatioiE: *n 
of a fubfequent ftatute, upon which the man;^ jy 
late invafions of the liberty and property cziZDf 
certain induftrious citizens, nick-named regr 
ters, have been grounded; unlefs our ma 



ftracy can upon a plea of neceffity in the^ ir 

own judgment, affume a difpenfing powe=r. 

I have defcanted pretty much at large, upczz^u 

this fubje6l, in another work ; but as I am coJ7- 

vinced of its great importance, that it is ia' 

general ill underftood, and therefore cannot be 

too often brought forward to public difcuffion, 

I Ihall make a few additional remarks. 

I would afk our Englifti democratic writers 

in particular, who aflert that all political fyf- 

tems 
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tems have hitherto failed from ignorance or 
the erroneous application of general pdnciples, 
by which principles, themfelves pretend to be 
invariably guided, how and why, in the parti- 
cular cafe in queftion, they have contrived to 
fubftitute an arbitrary difcretion? And by what 
poflible means, they can bring that difcretion 
to coincide with praftical utility ? There are, 
we well know, in the courfe of human affairs, 
extreme cafes, wherein principles are naturally 
fubjecled to the controul of human difcretion ; 
but thofe, none but idiots miftake, and none 
but knaves and madmen ever dream of bringing 
into common ufe, or of reducing them to the 
(hape of permanent reftriftion. 

I think it may eafily be proved a folecifm, 
tS ftyle any thing monopoly, which is not fup- 
ported by arbitrary prohibition, for inftance 
governmental ; in other words, where all may 
freely buy, who have money or credit, there 
can be no illegitimate or improper advantage* 
You fay, this man (hall not make whatever ufe 
it; fhall pleafe him, of his fuperior capital. — 
You fay, then, whether you know it or not, 
this mdin Jkall . not have a fuperior capital. I 
defy you to divide the principle, and alfo to 
bring any effe6lual fchemes of regulation into 
praftice, without going the whole length of an 
Agrarian law. Are you prepared for that? 
Are you a merchant or tradefman ? You {hall 
trade only to a certain extent, that you may 

pot 
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not overfliadow the interefts of humbler men, — 
You (liall not be too early at market, or pur* 
chal'e out of a market, left you thereby inter-r 
fere with the pubHc intereft — The price of 
your commodity {hall be fixed, left the poor 
ftiould be unable to purchafe it. But every 
declaimer againft regraters, is provided with a 
racket, wherewith to ftrike all fuch arguments 
from his own immediate concerns. 

But corn, and flour, and cattle, are articles 
of the firft neceflity, without which the poor 
cannot exift : and have we of this country yet 
found ourfelves in any fituation, in which 
money has not been the reprefentative of 
or acceptable confideration for thofe ? Where 
then the difference between hoarding money, 
and hoarding corn, and why did not feme of 
you, previous to complaining fo loudly againft 
holding up corn, bring forth fome of your 
hoarded money, for the benefit of the poor? 

The late fcarcity of com, you fay, was 
owing entirely to monopolizers. It is an oc- 
cafional whim of theirs then, I fuppofe; or 
what could they be about a few years back; 
when runs of the beft Effex wheats were 
hawked about in the Corn Exchange at two 
or three and thirty (hillings per quarter? Two 
or three and thirty ftiillings per quarter for the 
beft wheat in the world! piping times thofe. 
Who can doubt but the difciples of a certain 
fchool, would, by their excellent regulations, 

checks, 
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checks, and counter-checks, keep things for 
ever upon fuch a fortunate level, without 
even the help of the law of the maximum ; 
merely by fplitting hairs between the " North 
and North-weft fide:" as in the fame fchool you 
may be taught to walk the chalk foberly which 
feparates hell and heaven, and be regularly 
infured from the peril of believing " too little 
or too much." 

Men are to be prohibited, it feems, from 
cultivating more than a certain quantity of 
land, that by being prevented from the acqui- 
fition of property, they may be conflantly 
obliged to fell their corn as foon as it fhall be 
ready; at the fame time n6 (peculators, alias 
monopolizers, are to be permitted to indulge 
in their " nefarious pradices," of buying it 
up; of courfe, all cultivators being in the fame 
predicament, the corn will arrive in a moft 
plenteous and glorious overflow, at Bear-key; 
where, as nobody may purchafe the furplus, 
it may be given to the poor. This would 
doubtlefs enfure a moft punftual payment of 
rent, on the part of the farmers. But fay the 
anti-monopolifts to the fpeculators ; we do not 
mean this; we would wifti to derive benefit 
from your capitals, at fuch times only as we 
think we have need thereof; but the fpecula- 
tors anfwer and fay, pleafe to leave to us, the 
free and abfolute difpofal of our own pro- 
perty. 

Behold 
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Behold a red-hot democrat, juft arrived from 
Shad Thames — " Mercy on us ! what a burning 
fhame! wheat at fuch an immenfe price, that 
the poor are ilarving, and yet mine own eyes 
have feen the warehoufes, from Rotherhithc 
to London Bridge, loaded with wheat till the 
very beams crack. Inftead of being fold, as it 
in all confcience ought, inftantly, they arc 
ftill turning and fkreening it, that it may be 
withheld from the neceffities of the ftarving 
poor; nay, it has been already fo long with- 
held, that they are even t offing it over-board 
in wafte, for which they will, no doubt, be 
toffed into hell !" 

Public-fpirited citizen, do you know where 
this foreign wheat was purchafed? What it 
coft? What has been difburfed thereon, for 
infurance, freight, and charges? Have you 
feen a pro forma account fales of it ? Do you 
know at what price the merchant can afford itj 
or if on. a foreign account, at what price the 
fale is limited? Laflly, do you expeft that 
merchants, corn, and cattle dealers ^m/y, arc 
bound to feed the poor gratis ? I fay if you are 
not already converfant in thofe things, you had 
better have previoufly . informed yourfelf— 
that's all. 

I have often reflefted upon the charming 
predicament, in which this country would 
have flood, had not the farmers held back 

their 
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their wheats, in the early ftage of the late 
alarm; had they compHed with the popular 
clamour, and overloaded the markets, fuch 
was the demand from without, that half of it 
would have found its way abroad. 

With refpeft to live ftock, it feems, the 
horrid faft has been proved, that droves of 
oxen have been fold and refold, " nine times," 
in the courfe of their journey to London; 
dreadful to be fure that, and what is doubly 
fo, there is no remedy for it. Pity that the 
original owners, who perhaps did not relide 
above two hundred miles diftant from the 
metropolis, nor above forty or fifty miles dif- 
tant from each other, had not the patriotifm, 
or the leifure, or ability, to come each, and 
all together, up with their own cattle ; becaufe 
either this feems abfolutely neceflary, or that 
the anti-monopolifts (hould employ fome per- 
fons to go down exprefsly on purpofe, to fup- 
ply the city of London with cattle, all thofc 
who do it on their own account, being fo 
obftinate, unpatriotic, and wicked, as to con* 
du6l the bufinefs for their own private emolu- 
ment, and at their own difcretion. 

No man, it feems, muft buy and fell a beaft 
more than once in the fame market; but fup- 
pofe this man has his living to feek by jobbing, 
fuppofe he has been, after riding the country 
many a weary mile, and laying out his little 

all. 
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all, unfortunate in his firft tranfaftion; he mull 
not drive an advantageous bargain or two, if 
by good hap fuch (hould occur, to bring 
himfelf home, and to put himfelf in a capacity 
to ferve you again. Indeed you offer rare en- 
couragement to trade. But mark, do you 
fuppofe you can ever give efficiency to fuch 
laws, which no man will ever make a con- 
fcience of breaking? nay, which nature and 
reafon will teach him to break, at every oppor- 
tunity, out of fheer contempt. A certain 
Roman Emperor enafted a law, that no man 
might fart in company, feeing it was fuch a 
breach of good manners ; but was afterwards 
fo confiderate as to permit, by a fubfequent 
ordonnance, all the citizens, to fart ad libi- 
tuiriy for their healths fake. The grave 
legiflators of another country, ordained the 
baiting of bulls to death, and without previouf— 
ly making the experiment, to determine thic 
pojfe of the bufinefs, made.it death, withoukt 
benefit of clergy, for any man or woman to 
hold crim. con. with the devil! 

As is the increafe of trade and plenty, £o 
muft be the inqreafe of monopol.izer5, 
FORESTALLERS, and REGRATERS ; namcs are 
of no confequence — You muft either fuffer tie 
difcretional operation of thefe^ for the removal 
of occafional furplus, or prevent all furplus, by 
univerfal, and permanent Agrarian reftriftions. 

Is 
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is it not fo? But how, with your limited 
powers, will you ever be able to trim the 
balance ? rafh medlers ] gratis anhelantes, how 
dare you thus prefume to invade the high pre- 
rogative of omnipotent chance ? 

How men, with the flighteft pretenfions, to 
either theory or experience, upon the fubjefts 
of human liberty, political oeconomy, or com- 
merce, could entertain the idea of propoling, 
or even debating for a moment, upon fuch a 
fcheme as an arbitrary divifion of farms, is to 
me not a little wonderful; and why, fince they 
omitted (unlefs from forgetfulnefs) thofe necef- 
fary concomitants in the diagram, an equal 
participation of property, and a community 
of wives. But thefe laft bleffings muft be de- 
ferred, till the expefted advent — when the 
lion and the lamb fhall chum fo lovingly to- 
gether* 

Have thefe advocates for coercive reforma- 
tion, never read, heard, or experienced, that 
to check or limit acquifition, is not to promote 
improvement ? Philofophers are they, and yet 
to be informed, that the energies of nature 
are not to be controuled? and for the beft of 
all poffible reafons, becaufe they cannot: 
Republicans? and yet ftill to be taught thofe 
things which are neither within the province, 
or the power of the civil governmenL For 
my own part, I have no hefitation in declaring, 
that I wifh nothing but univerfal contempt, 

and 
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and cffeclual refiftance, to that government 
which fhall prefume to affix limits to the pro- 
perty of its conftituents : and (alas, it is ever 
my fate to difagree with both parties) I defire 
to be underftood, as having no partial or in- 
tereftcd referve. 

The afpeft of the times, both prefent and 
future, appears to demand the full exertion of 
all the ability in agricultural fcience, which 
can be found in the nation. Plenty of com, 
and fecurity for its continuance, perhaps can 
only be infured by growing to fuch an ex- 
tent, as . to command foreign markets ; and in 
this, we muft foon expeft powerful compe- 
tition from emancipated and enlightened 
France. Nothing, however, can be more ini- 
mical to national views, like ihefe, than the 
defire which certain bodies are ever fo for- 
ward to manifeft, of confining the complicated 
and fcientific bufinefs of cultivation, and its 
adjunfts, to the moft ignorant, fecluded, and 
uninformed, confequently the moft obftinatc 
and bigotted of mankind; and this too in 
the very teeth of all experience. With thefc 
reafoners, ignorance, a fmock-frock, and low 
circumftances, form the^n^ qua non of agricul- 
tural ability ; as according to the account of 
the narrator of Lord Anfon s voyage, a liberal 
education is, in the vulgar opinion, incompati- 
ble with the duties of feamanlhip. 

But 
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But the ancients were of a different opinion^ 
and many of the moft illuftrious of them for ta- 
lents, dignity^ and virtue, held themfelves moft 
fuitably employed, when engaged in agricul- 
tural purfuits, Cicero fays, Agricultura proxi^ 
ma eji fapientiae ; and Hume, one of the wifeft 
and beft among the moderns, has delivered 
himfelf to the fame effeft. Hufbandry, there- 
fore, is a moft fuitable, as well as moft delight- 
ful employment, for gentlemen and philo- 
fophers. 

It is neverthelefs notorious, that a great num- 
ber of gentlemen farmers have, at different pe- 
riods, totally failed in their expeftations, and, 
in confequence, quitted the purfuit: a refult 
perfeftly ' natural, if it prove, as I have no 
doubt upon enquiry it will, that fuch men were 
mere theorifts, and trufted, probably, a courfe 
of experimental hufbandry to ignorant bailiffs, 
or even to men interefted ih defeating their 
fuccefs. I have never yet heard of any one 
able gentleman agriculturift, who was not per- 
feftly fatisfied, both with the pleafures and emo- 
luments of his profeffion. In my ideas, the 
philofophy of agricultural regulation lies in a 
very fmall compafs ; namely, to leave it as na- 
ture intended it, free of all (hackles ; but I fear 
few will agree to go the length of my conclufion 
— I mean to include the labourer. If he can 

VOL. I. Y fave 
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fave money enough from his earnings^ (and I 
know of no right to limit the wages, that is, the 
property of the labourer) in God s name, let 
him be a farmer too. 

I have often thought, that great improve* 
ment might be made in our general fanning 
fyftem, if fuch landlords as were (killed in agri* 
culture, would condefcend to fumifti hints to 
their tenants, to facilitate their acquifition of 
the bed kinds of live flock, and even to reeom* 
mend to their attention, the beft books upon 
the fubjeft. The Annals of Agriculture, I 
(hould apprehend, would be, as well as a cheap^ 
a mod ufeful and amufmg monthly companion 
to every farmer. 

This train of thinking brings me to the quet 
tion of DRAFT OXEN, or HORSES.. I havc, foF 
years pail, paid due attention to what has been 
faid by Young and Marlhall, upon the fubjeQ, 
and (hould make fome quotations, but I love 
by all means to promote the reading of w6ric9 
of excellence and ability; and fo refer fucb 
of my readers thither, as defire thorough infor* 
mation. My own fentiments are as follow; 
but I ought previoufly to apprize my readers, 
that I have myfelf never made ufe of oxen for 
draft. In my opinion, the chief reafon why fa 
few oxen are employed in this fervice, fubfifb 
in its being the eftablilhed cuftom to make ufe 

of 
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of horfes ; and it is well known how tenacious 
people in general are of their ancient habits. 
The next reafon is (I apprehend) that horfes 
are more expeditious. Now, as it is a matter 
of great national importance to employ the for- 
mer in preference, the defideratum is, to dif- 
countenance an ill-grounded cuftom, and to 
mend the pace of our oxen. Both thefe ob- 
je6ls, if at all attainable, are in the power of * 
our great landed proprietors and agriculturifts. 
I think all draft oxen, ought to be polled, or 
without horns, for convenience fake ; and as we 
find it to be a never-failing general rule in 
ftock-breeding, that " like begets like," if it 
were poflible to feleft fome with rather more 
a6):ion, and more favourable fhape towards that 
end than common, a foundation might thence 
be laid, for a ftrain perfeftly well adapted for 
flow draft. It will be looked upon as chime- 
rical ; but perhaps a good breed of draft cattle 
might be produced from the American buffalo, 
or rather bifon, and the Englilh cow. Whether 
or not, fuch a crofs would make good beef, I 
muft leave; but that the produce would be 
more fpeedy than our Englifh oxen I think 
extremely probable, as the buffalo will walk 
full as faft as an Englifh horfe. 

I have always fufpefted there is another rea- 
fon, befides that deduced from their nature, 
why bullocks are flower than horfes. They 

Y 2 are 
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are never fo well fed, dreffed, or attended. 
Now were we to work hories from the ftraw- 
yard, we (hould find them very dull and very 
flow, to what they are when full of meat : and 
if ever I work a team of oxen, I will moft af- 
furedly keep them in the higheft condition, 
both as to meat and^ grooming. 

Accounts alfo vary. I have been informed 
by fome farmers, particularly by one in Hamp- 
fhire, who ufes the fame number of oxen as of 
horfes, that he finds little or no difference in 
their work. It is true, in that and in the adjoin- 
ing county, oxen might be much better fubfti- 
tuted than elfewhere; fince it is generally 
agreed, that in no other part of England, is fo 
little work done, and fo flowly, in proportion to 
the ftrength employed. I have often heard in 
thofe counties, of five great black horfes, and 
two men and a boy, amply provided with all 
neceffaries for fo long and important an expe- 
dition, being fent with a waggon, laden with 
five quarters of wheat, to a mill five miles dif- 
tant. My informant did not fay, whether they 
ufed the precaution of taking a farrier with 
them. 

Mr. CuUey, and his partner, employ. one 
hundred and fifty draft- oxen in their hufbaridry, 
after thirty years experience of their utility; 
they ufe them in carts fingle, and two in a 
plough, with reins, and no driver. Mr. Cul- 
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ley's advice is, not to mix oxen with horfes, on 
account of the inequality of the ftep. 

Thus, it is not a matter of fpeculation, but 
of experience and proof, that all the labour of 
hufbandry may be well performed by oxen; 
and furely, if the only objeftion, that of their 
being fomewhat flower than horfes, can never 
be furmounted (to which I am, by no means, 
prepared to agree) there are other confidera- 
tions of weight fufficient to overbalance it. A 
greater number of them may be kept to for- 
ward labour, and that, inflead of being an extra 
charge (as would be the cafe with an extra 
number of horfes) to both individual and pub- 
lic emolument. The balance in favour of in- 
dividuals mufl: be indeed great, if we refleft that' 
three oxen may be purchafed for lefs money 
than one good cart-horfe ; that the latter is lia- 
ble to be worn out, and to become of little or 
no worth, whereas the former never wear out, 
but the laft ftage of their ufeful lives is as pro- 
fitable as the firft. 

The method propofed by moft people, de- 
firous of effefting this advantageous change in 
our agricultural oeconomy, is by the interfe- 
rence of government, either by the way of re- 
ftriftive taxation, or abfolute prohibition; 
means which, in my opinion, ought never to be 
reforted to, in any fimilar cafe. I fliould think 
it ought to be left to the good fenfe, and mature 

y 3 refleftion 
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refleftion of intelligent perfons of property, 
who, no doubt, after due conviftion, will em- 
brace a projeft, fo conducive to their own pri- 
vate, as well as the public intereft. There is, 
however, a fpecies of coercion perfeftly Icgiti*- 
mate, that of the lord of the land over his te- 
nant; and it is fubmitted to public-fpiritcd 
landlords, whether, in granting leafes, it would 
not be an aft of patriotic duty, to (lipulate for 
the employment of draft oxen upon the farm, 
to a certain extent. Such a claufe would, in 
my opinion, be an advantageous change for the 
impolitic one of compelling the tenant to make 
fummer fallows. 

But it behoves thofe, who are fo fanguine in 
recommending the ufe of bullocks for labour, 
to point out where fuch may be had, and that 
with little trouble too ; for it is well known to 
thofe moft converfant with his charafter,that ho* 
neft John Trot would not be induced to ftep a 
fingle inch out of his accuftomed track, by a 
profpeft of the greateft advantage ; nay, would 
even deteft the man with a kind of religious 
hatred, who ftiould prefume to point it out to 
him. The oxen broke for draft are few ; and 
in numberlels fituations, particularly out of 
breeding counties, a man muft fend five or fix 
fcore miles to obtain them. This inconveni- 
ence muft be obviated by the body of land- 
lords, and by our great experimental flock-- 
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breeders ; on whom it depends to raife an im- 
proved fpecies, in fufficient numbers for gene- 
ral ufe, and to proraulge the bell methods of 
breaking and training them to labour. The 
old-faftiioned wooden yoke has been long laid 
afide^ and experience fhews that oxen draw beft 
in breaft collars; indeed their harnefs differs 
very little from that of the horfe, and any col- 
iar-maker can very eafily furnilh them. 

The improvement having obtained thus fat 
in the field of hufbandry, and having fur- 
mounted its greateft difficulty, it is fcarce pof- 
fible, but it muft even, by contagion, reach the 
other departments of public fervice. Stage 
waggons are not required to move quick, and 
if we muft give up a few hours in a journey, 
furely both the proprietors and the public 
would be amply recompenfed for a little loft 
time, by the exchange of wholefoftie beef, for 
unprofitable carrion. I will not deny that I 
have known teams of oxen fet up years ago, in 
this fervice, which did not fucceed, but were 
again exchanged for horfes ; but . little ftrefs 
will be laid upon this by perfons verfed in the 
uncertain nature of experiments. The fpecies 
of cattle might be improper, and I have reafon 
to fufpeft they were not kept in fufficient good 
condition. The expefted improvement in car- 
riages, from the multiplication of wheels, may 
poffibly have the additional good effeft of pro- 
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moling the ufe of oxen. All perfons concerned 
in carriages, will do well to attend to what Mr, 
James has faid upon the fubjefl. 

With refpeft to the Brewery, upon a fmall 
fcale, or in the country, I can fpeak with more 
decifion. All the buiinefs of draught required 
in fuch a iituation, may be equally well per-- 
formed by oxen, as by horfes : a confiderablc 
improvement of that concern, (ince their buU 
locks, after having worked a fufficient time, 
might be fatted with their own grains, 

How far oxen might be ufeful in the hurry 
and buftle of a London porter brewery, the 
concerned muft he the moft proper judges ; 
and there can be no doubt that thofe gentlemen 
would be ready enough to catch at any confix 
derable alleviation of the immenfe ex pence of 
horfe-keeping, the annual amount of which, in 
a great houfe, is a noble revenue. 

I have often wiftied it were poffible to extir-r 
pate the whole race of thofe Belgic locufts, the 
heavy cart-horfes, and to divide the duties of 
flow-draft between polled oxen and caft-ofF 
machiners. It would be an aft of mercy, an4 
fecuring a kind of retreat for thefe lafl, parti- 
cularly when employed upon a farm ; for which 
reafon, I fhould wifh to fee them a fomewhat 
wider and fquarer race. After all thefe fine 
fpeculations, I fear we muft have a few Suffolk 
punches, to draw us through, when deeply fet. 

Having 
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Having thus expatiated, to the full length of 
my tether, upon this important fubjeft, I leave 
it in the hands of the political arithmetician. 

A worthy Alderman, one of my fubfcribers, 
jocofely hinted, that I ought at leaft to fay a few 
words on the fubjeft of Affes : I will fay, it is 
fortunate that the faculty of fpeech hath not de- 
fcended from the infpired donky of old Ba- 
laam, to reproach us with the unmerited mife- 
lies of that unhappy race. This creature is, 
perhaps, of no ufe whatever among us, except 
in the capital ; and confidering the nature of 
his fer vices there, and of his employers, to im- 
prove his breed, would be to leflen his utility : 
otherwife, he is highly improveable from fouth- 
ern flock. He firft appeared in this country, in 
the -reign of Elizabeth. It needs no proof, 
that in countries which will maintain oxen and 
horfes, it muft be an impolitic blunder to keep 
affes or mules; and, I fhould fuppofe, that 
thofe farmers and brewers who have adopted 
mules inftead of horfes, will bye-and-by make 
another exchange, of mules for oxen. 

The Highland Society, if I recolleft aright, 
fometime fince offered a medal, for an Effay . 
upon the reafons which have rendered the 
ufe of horfes fo univerfal in agricultural ope- 
rations, and, with what effefts, oxen might 
^^ be fubftituted ; and on the beft method of 
^^ improving the breed of Highland horfes/' — 
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As to a fubftitute for horfes, furely nothing 
could be a more proper one, than the polled 
Galloway breed of oxen, which, if held too 
fmall for the purpofe, might be improved by 
polled bulls from England. I can think of no 
better method of ameliorating the breed of 
Highland horfes, than by the introdu6lion of 
the fmalleil and hardieft Suffolk ilallions; a 
race between thefe and certain mares from the 
northern parts of the continent, which I have 
feen, I apprehend would make very fuitable 
plough and cart-horfes for the Highlands of 
Scotland. I have heard great commendation 
of a breed of fmall and hardy cart-horfes, chiefly 
dun or chefnut-coloured, to be found upon the 
New Foreft, Hamplhire ; but know nothing as 
to the faft. 

The inveterate folly of ploughing with a fu- 
perfluous number of horfes, and a fupernume- 
rary man, and that in times when an iroproved 
{yftem of hulbandry, and an encreafed fK>pula- 
tion, demand a proportional increafe of affift- 
ance, although giving ground, by degrees, yet 
ft ill fubfifts in too many parts of the countr}\ 
Mr. Bakewell contributed much to the im- 
provement of his neighbourhood in this parti- 
cular, as have many of the numerous difciples 
of Mr. Young, in different counties. There do 
not now want inftances of an acre of land be- 
ing plowed in a day, by a fingle pair of horfes, 

and 
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and one man only ; upon which fame acre, the 
Jabour formerly was not performed, without 
the help of two horfes, four oxen, a plowman^ 
and a driven 

This matter is, as ufual in fuch cafes, ftrangely 
mifreprefented by the prejudiced; they aflert, 
that the advocates of the new hufbandry, pre- 
tend to plow all forts of foils with only two 
-horfes, which is by no means true. Nobody 
pbjefis to an additional number of horfes upon 
heavy and ftubbom foils, fuch as, for inftance. 
Pinner, in Middlefex, and many other places 
which might be named ; they only requeft leave 
to fmile at the burlefque of employing four or 
five great black horfes, and two men, to plow 
in a day, an acre of land, which two good 
jack-affes would ftir in the fame fpace of time ; 
and to be informed that many a farmer, in a 
hurrying time, has ranfacked his whole neigh- 
bourhood to hire horfes, and even loft a part 
of his feed-time, rather than degrade himfelf by 
fending a plough into the field, with one horfe 
lefs than the quota eftablilhed by the cuftom of 
the country. 

The chief difficulty of new regulation in re- 
fpeft to ploughing, perhaps, lies with the la» 
bourers. Many farmers I have known, in dif* 
ferent counties, defirous enough of ploughing 
as they do in Effex and Suffolk, without having 
inQuence enough over their men, to induce 

them 
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them to attempt it ; and ploughmen from thofe 
counties, introduced on purpofe, have foon de* 
generated into the habit of the country, and 
become unable to plow without afliftance. I 
once attempted to bribe an old man of mine 
(and he was one of the moft intelligent of his 
clafs) by an increafe of wages : but all in vain ; 
the man was incorruptible. The idea of 
ploughing with lefs than three horfes, and ill 
particular, with reins, and without a companion, 
was, to him, an abomination. I really believe 
I fhould have found it a much eafier talk, had 
I thought fuch a thing worth while, to have 
perfuaded the old man to change his religion. 
What I have farther to fay upon the ma- 
nagement of cart horfes, will be found in a 
fubfequent chapter. 
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T C AN pretend to no other knowledge of 
•*- managed Horfes, than that limited fpecies 
which is derived from curfory reading, and oc* 
cafional flight obfervation. This art may, I 
think, be divided into the grand and petit ma- 
nege ; the former, or management of the great 

horfe, 
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horfe, intended purely for purpofes of parade 
and fhew ; the latter confined folely to the utile 
of military taftics. 

The grand manfege, confifts in teaching a 
horfe, already perfe6lly broke in the common 
way, certain artificial motions, the chief of 
which are called, the Terra a terra, Demi-volt, 
Corvet, Capriole, Croupade, Balotade, and the Step 
and Leap ; which laft is a motion compounded 
of three airs, namely, the Terra a Terra, Corvet, 
and the Leap, by which the motion is finifhed. 
When a horfe is perfefl in all thefe, he is ftyled 
a full-dreffed, or managed horfe. 

The petit manege, is that drilling or training, 
by which the army riding-mafters fit the horfe 
for military fervice, in the ranks. The chief 
objefts of it are to fet him upon his haunches, 
and make him reiri well, to give him a cadenced 
pace, to teach him to rein back, or retreat, to 
move fide-ways, to fl:and fire, and to leap,— 
After thefe, a horfe will foon become capable of 
all the neceflary military evolutions. The com- 
mon bufinefs of our town riding-fchools, is to 
teach grown gentlemen and ladies, and to fet 
ill-broken horfes upon their haunches. 
. It is well known, that the grand manege has 
been long out of faftiion in this country, and 
farther, that it has for years paft been upon the 
decline in every other. I look upon it as a re- 
lift of that fuperftition in all things, which is 

the 
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the charafteriftic of barbarous times. It is tin* 
neceffary to any good or ufeful purpofe, be- 
caufe all fuch, whether of parade or bufineS, 
may be fully anfwered by the common, ra- 
tional, and uninjurious management : whereas 
there is always more or lefs cruelty praftifed inr 
completing the full-dreffed horfe ; fuch, for ixh 
fiance, as fevere whippings, the meaning of 
which the horfe cannot poflibly comprehend, 
and which are therefore unnatural and illegiti- 
mate meafures ; the labour and irritation alfo, arc 
cxceflive, and after all, the natural paces of the 
horfe are fpoiled, and he is rendered unfit for 
common bufinefs ; the only cpmpenfation for 
which is, that he has learned fundry harleqirim 
tricks ; two of them are, to fkip like a goat, and 
kick up behind like an afsi 

It is vexatious in the extreme, to read the 
direftions of the old Italian writers, for teach-* 
ing the horfe their different manoeuvres. Their 
method of learning him to yojrke^ or kick up 
behind, (a trick, I fliould conceive, much more 
probable to be attended with mifchief, than 
cither pleafure or profit) was as follows : — the 
rider fat fpurring and curbing his horfe, whilft 
one or more perfons on foot were, with equal 
wifdom, employed in whipping or beating him 
behind with rods ; and this hopeful difcipline 
was daily repeated, either abroad, or in the fta- 
ble, until he could jy^ri^, forfooth. 

I lately 
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I lately faw in a ftable-ride, what appeared 
to me to be a foreign horfe, aged and tho- 
roughly managed. He was in the hands of 
two fellows, one of whom held him by a very 
fharp and powerful curb, fometimes forcing him 
to (land ftill, at others permitting him to canter 
up and down, whilft the other whipped him 
continually with all his force under the flanks 
and fore-arms, and in all the tendered parts 
of his body. To my aftonifhment, the gene* 
rous animal, although darting fire from his 
eyes and nollrils, received all this cruel difci- 
pline without the fmalieft attempt at refiftanpe, 
and even with a good natured refignation, 
which feemed the refult of inculcated^-duiy. 
What would I have given at the inftjtnt to fee 
the fcoundrels receive five-hundred a^piecc at 
the halbert, from the arms of able and wilHng 
operators. 

The great length of time, which is full 
three years, before a horfe becomes perfeftly 
managed, and the confequent large expence, 
muft neceflarily operate with effeft againfl; this 
fafhion. There is, moreover, an objeftion pro-' 
per to this country. I am affured by profeflbrs, 
that Englifti horfes are impatient under the 
difcipline of the grand manege, indeed, infuf* 
ceptible of being very highly drefled. Not 
having yet degenerated, but partaking of that 
freedom of foul which once diftinguilhed 
c ' - Englifhmen, 
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Englifhmen, they think foul fcorn of thofe 
unnatural (hackles at which feeling, inftinf):, 
and reafon revolt. Even the brute mind 
arms and revolts againft tyranny, and horfes, 
as well as nien, are eafieft governed by the 
plain and gentle methods of common fenfe 
and obvious ufe. 

Every military gentleman, I muft fuppofe, 
has perufed with due attention, the excellent 
and truly pradical treatife of my Lord Pem- 
broke upon the breaking and management of 
horfes for military fcrvice ; there is alfo another 
book, lately publifhed, intituled, "Rules and 
Regulations for the Cavalry, by order," &c. 
which I juft mention, left it may have e(caped 
the notice or the memory of thofe interefted 
therein. 

With refpeft to troop-horfes, our heavy 
cavalry are much improved in lightnefs and 
aftivity within the laft half century; but a 
farther improvement in the fame line will mod 
probably take place. I have confulted many 
gentlemen who have feen fervice, both in the 
prefent and former wars, who, after making due 
allowance for the formidable weight of thofe 
heavy horfes, in the charge, ftill feem to in- 
cline upon the whole to acknowledge the 
fuperior utility of more aftive and fpeedy cat- 
tle. For my part, utterly inexperienced as I 
am, and as I hope ever fliall be in this bloody 
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bulinefs, I cannot fee how fuperior aftivity, 
and fuperior ability to carry weight, can poffi- 
bly be lefs formidable, in any refpeft, than mere 
bulk. But it may be fafely averred, that good 
-well-fhaped, half-bred horfes, would beat the 
prefent race of heavy troop-horfes, at twenty 
and five-and-twenty ftone, by miles in an houn 
They would alfo get through djeep and diffi- 
cult countries with much more expedition and 
eafe to themfelves, than heavy cart-bred cattle, 
whofe own weight and laborious method of 
progreffion, muft be impediments increafing in 
proportion to the badnefs of the roads. It 
would not be poffible, at prefent, I well know, 
to find a fufficient number of that fpecies of 
horfes to which I allude, for the public fervice ; 
but the cafe may be altered hereafter, when 
the heavy black locufls (hall have been fuper- 
feded by a lighter, more aftive, and more ufe- 
ful race. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

ON THE ART OF SHOEING. 

T N treating this fubjeft, feveral authors have 
^ commenced, by giving broad hints, that in 
reality fhoes were not abfolutely neceffary to 
Horfes, and that under certain regulations, they 
might be difpenied with : that nature herfelf had 
made fofEcient pro\^on for the defence of the 
foot, by furroundmg it with a horny and callous 
fobftance : that horfes required no other defence, 
in their wild and natural ftate ; and that, more- 
over, it had been imrhemorially the cuftemi in 

fome countries, andf thefe the moft hard and 
flinty, to ride them without (hoe^. Thefe rea- 
fons are inconclufive even in fpeculation, but 
are blown away in a moment, by the mere 
Breath of praftice. 

There are no doubt men, as well as Horfes/ 
in fome uncivilized countries, which are habi- 
tuated to travel barefoot, and their foles be- 
come hardened in confequence ; it i& even prac- 
tifed in fome of the remote and ' obfcure cor- 
ners of our own ifland ; but I fhould conceive 
it no where generally prafticable, at leaft not 
with much convenience, except with thofe 
whofe feet have a peculiar conllitutional hard- 
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hefs. AH horfes feet, it is true, are fufiBcient in 
themfelves, while running abroad in a natural 
ftate, and generally fuperabound in fubftance ; 
but it muft be confidered, in that fituation, 
they do not labour, nor bear any extraneous 
weight. In the conftant and fevere labour per- 
formed by Horfes in civilized countries, it has 
ever been experienced, that the growth even of 
hoofs the moft luxuriant and obdurate, never 
equals the confumption occafioned by friftion, 
and that with the generality of feet, all work is 
imprafticab.le without an artificial defence. — 
Hence the neceflity of iron fhoes. Several 
fhocking inftances have been reported of late 
years, of the feet of miferable horfes having 
been totally worn off, and of the gnimals being 
obliged, in confequence, to be knocked on the 
head, from having loft their fhoes in running 
a ftage in the miail-coach by night ; and I have 
been told of fottifh and beaftly fellows, who 
have brought a horfe home in the night, with 
one of its fore feet worn to the bones, and its 
fides bathed in blood ; the ftupid wretches not 
having the fenfe or feeling to difcover the acci- 
dent, and their generous, and high-fpirited 
horfes, anfwering the fpur in that dreadful ftate 
of torture. 

Of the ancient mode of ftioeing, little or no- 
thing has been handed down ; but it may be 
prefumed that the method at prefent in ufe 
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among the Eaftern nations, is of ancient ori- 
gin. Their horfes flioes are defcribed to me as 
round, following the (hape of the foot, and 
much lefs fubftaniial than ours. The bafis of 
the prefent European method, I (hould fup- 
pofe, derived from the middle ages. 

In Italy, the true art of (hoeing has been 
long known, but, perhaps, has never obtained 
generally in that country, any more than elfe- 
where. Caefar Fiafchi, who publifhed a book 
on horfemanlhip, in Italian, nearly three hun- 
dred years ago, lays down a very rational and 
natural method of fhoeing, equal indeed, in 
moft refpefts, to that of any modern writer. It 
was he who invented the calkin, for the outlide 
extremity of the hinder fhoe, ftyling it rampo- 
nealla regonefa ; but he direfted it to be made, 
not high and (harp, but rather flat and hand- 
fomely turned upward, decrying ftrenuoufly all 
other kinds of calkins, and turning up of the 
fhoes,' even in cafe of froft, as of infinitely 
more danger than real ufe. He recommends a 
welted fhoe, of hard and well-tempered iron, 
flat, and fo placed upon the foot, that the horfe 
may tread perfeftly even ; to prevent flipping, 
the welts to be indented like a faw, or fliort 
and fliarp button-headed nails to be ufed ; to 
the fame end, he farther direfts the external 
furface of the flioe to be hammered fomewhat 
concave. St. Bel claims the invention of this 

laft 
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laft meafure ; and it is by no means improba- 
ble, that he had never read Fiafchis book, or 
that two diftinft artifts fhould chance to hit 
upon a fimilar method. 

It is not for want of good direftions, that 
the miferable fyftem of (hoeing, otherwife crip- 
ling the feet and legs of horfes, has prevailed 
in Europe fo long, fmce an ample portion of 
fuch may be found in the old Italian, French, 
and Englifti veterinary writers. One would be 
tempted to wonder how mankind could pof- 
fibly err upon fuch a fubjeft, fince, in the cafe, 
the indication muft plainly be, to follow and 
aflift nature, not to counteraft and fuperfede 
her. Another fubjeft of admiration is, how 
men could- reft fo long content, under a fyftem 
fo conftantly produftive of difagreeable confe- 
quences, of accident and danger. It would al- 
moft tempt one to give into the plea of legif- 
lators and politicians, who aver, that there 
is an everlafting variance between fimple and 
praftical truth; and that mankind can never 
be quietly governed by the former. Thus 
however it is, the world has ever been con- 
tented with make-fliifts, and governed by fo- 
phiftries of all kinds. Faith and good morals, 
it feems, cannot fubfift, without the meretri- 
cious aid of lying fuperftition ; human govern- 
ment, unlefs founded on the bafe of political 
^ftion, and arbitrary power ; nor the very feet 
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of our horfes perform their duty, unlefs we 
whole fubftance be pared away to make room 
for a fuccedaneum of iron. The cream of the 
jefl is, there ftill exifts a race of Don Quixotes, 
ready to ftake life, limb, and property, in fup- 
port of thefe precious truths, and to fight it 
out ^' mordicus to death." 

But to return to arming the feet of horfes, 
inftead of the heads of fcholars and politi- 
cians. 

The foot of the horfe is furrounded and de- 
fended in front, fides, and at bottom, by the 
horny foal, an ungular fubfl:ance, thicker than 
the human, in proportion as the animal is 
larger. The heels partake of the fame kind of 
defence, but of a thinner texture. The foot 
being open at the back, and not furrounded by 
the firm foal, as in front, is obvioufly in need 
of fupport ; and the frog is deftined by nature 
to that office, on which account, and as having 
fo large a portion of the general mafs to fuf^ 
tain, particularly whilft the animal is in a ftate 
of inaftion, it is compofed of a very tough and 
elafl:ic fubftance. The frog, moreover, ferves 
as a cuftiion, reft, or falient point, for the ten- 
don of the flexer mufcle, or back finews. The 
bars, or binders, are thofe parts fituated between 
the heel and frog, and which, by a mutual re-, 
fiftance from within, help to dilate and oppofe 
the contraftipu of the heels. The horny, de- 
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fends the flcfhv foal above it, and the internal 
parts of the foot, from the accidental conta£l 
of hard bodies ; but from its concave form, 
appears not to have been intended by nature 
to bear weight, excepting round the extremi- 
ties adjoining the wall. The wall, or cruft of 
the foot, is the thick edge furrounding it, from 
heel to heel ; it is the bottom of that portion 
of the fole which envelopes the front and fides 
of the foot, fet up as it were vertically, and 
thence able to contain nails driven in a vertical 
direftion. This wall then, or rim, is plainly the 
place on which to fix a fupport and guard for 
the foot ; for on the wall, and the frog, the ani- 
mal naturally bears his weight, and the frog, in 
a found and healthy ftate, from its tough and 
elaftic nature, needs no artificial defence. — 
This being the ftate of the cafe, one would 
fuppofe, that in order to good and fafe fhoeing 
of horfes, nothing farther could be neceffary 
than to follow the directions of nature, and the 
diflates of common Tenfe. That is to fay, to 
place the needful guard around the wall of the 
hoof, the extent of which muft determine the 
length of the (hoe ; to have efpecial care that 
no more iron, than is abfolutely necefrar}% ei- 
ther in length, width, or fubftance, be nailed to 
the foot, left the artificial covering, by its fu- 
perior weight and hardnefs, break and wear 
away the natural, and fo the remedy itfelf turn 
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out a difeafe; and laftly, to place the horfe 
upon a flat and even furface, and, on no pre- 
tence, to alter his natural pofition, or bearing, 
upon his heels and frogs, the doing which^ not 
only diminiflies his points of fupport, and in 
confequence renders his motion unfafe, but oc- 
cafions the main tendons of the leg, and the 
frog, to ftand without the neceflary reft or bear- 
ing ; whence an inordinate ftrefs upon the ten- 
don and ligaments, and the conftant rifk of 
lamenefs, either in the leg or foot. But the 
common farriers of every country in Europe 
(for even in France they are not more im- 
proved than our own) aft in direft oppofition 
to thefe maxims. They affix long, heavy, and 
hollow iron flioes to the feet, by which the cruft, 
or wall, is conftantly worn down and broken, 
and they themfelves are laid under the neceffity 
of paring down the fole, which never oUght to 
be done; for, in confequence, the fole itfelf 
comes to the need of cover, which is then fup- 
plied with additional breadth of iron. The 
frog they pare down every time of fhoeing, 
left it fliould touch the ground, and, as an ad- 
ditional help, make the flioes thickeft at heel,^ 
by which means the horfe is thrown too much 
upon the toe, and ftands in a ticklifli and un- 
natural pofition. To crown the whole bufinefs, 
and to prove beyond a doubt, the unconquer- 
able ftability of the animal, they fet him upon 

a convex 
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a convex and oval furface of fhoe. Many of 
thefe adepts pare away the fole, and thin the 
frog, almoft to the quick, by way of making 
what they efteem handfome work ; and as the 
horfe becomes tender in confequence, they 
proceed to load his feet with an additional 
weight of iron. By way of opening the heels, 
in their phrafe, they cut away from the bars, in 
five minutes, more fubftance than nature is able 
to replace in ^ many weeks; land which fub- 
ftance, as has been faid, is the very thing that 
intervenes between the frog and heels, to pre- 
ferve them from becoming narrow. 

Common juftice, however, obliges me to ac- 
knowledge, that our farriers, in general, are 
much improved in the art of late years, not 
only in the metropolis, but in different parts of 
the country, which is doubtlefs to be attributed, 
in a great meafure, to the eftabhfhment of a 
Veterinary College. But great numbers ftill 
hold out. In imitation of their betters, they 
anfwer any propolition of reform, by faying, 
they are not prepared to change the principles 
upon which Horfes have gone well fo long. 
They had rather reft contented with the pre- 
fent evil (granting it one) than run the rifle of 
incurring another, of the confequences of which 
they are ignorant. Thefe are weighty argu- 
ments. Such is the conftitution of things, that 
all kinds of bufinefs may be carried on, and 

even 



346 ON THE ART OF SHOEING. 

even with confiderable fuccefs, upon erroneous 
principles. Many of the people of Ireland and 
Scotland obliged their horfes to draw by the 
tail, and took ages to be convinced, that it was 
more convenient for them to do it with their 
fhoulders. Our advocates for the old fyftem of 
(hoeing have one good reafon for rejefting the 
new; which is, that they commonly reduce 
their horfes feet to fuch an unnatural ftate, that 
they have become incapable of it. 

The improvements which I have allowed, 
have not yet reached the draft-horfes. Thefe 
are (hod, even in London, the far greater part 
of them, in the worft and moft deftruftive 
manner poflible ; of which, bye-and-by. The 
change for the better in the (hoes of our fad- 
dle-horfes is, they are neither fo long^ nor heavy 
as formerly; with refpeft to length, in general, 
proper, and the nails of proper fize ; nor is the 
terrible butteris in fuch conftant ufe, or the 
binders of the hoof fo much cut away as for- 
merly. But (excepting thofe of the College, 
and fome few belonging to the running ftables) 
our beft farriers ftill are apt to make ufe of too 
much iron, one reafon of which is, that they do 
not always provide the beft fort ; their fhoes 
are internally too concave, and externally not 
fufficiently flat ; and they are ftill obftinately 
bent againft permitting the frog to reft upon 
the ground, where that is praflicable. I fay, 

where 
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where that is prafticable ; for I acknowledge, 
that with thoufands of horfes, it is totally im- 
prafticable ; and it was purely owing to a want 
pf experience in riding different horfes over 
the roads, that La Foffe and St. Bel recom- 
mended it without any referve. The method 
of La Foffe to fhoe with half-moon fhoes, or 
lunettes, reaching only half over the horfe's foot, 
will fuit very few horfes indeed. I have often 
fmiled at my own credulity, when, many years 
ago, I fat off, top full of theory and Bartlct 
and La Foffe, to ride my hack forty miles, fhod 
with a bran new and neat pair of half-moon 
fhoes. It was towards evening, and a very fud- 
den and hard frofl ; but the frogs touching the 
ground^ fecured my nag from flipping. She 
carried me the journey, without much apparent 
uneafinefs; but on my return the following 
day, refufed to go fafler than a walk after the 
firft five or fix miles, and in five or fix more, 
came fairly to a ftand-ftil! ; when I difmounted, 
and drove her before me to the nearefl inn. . I 
could difcover no vifible damage done to her ' 
heels or frogs, but I fuppofed fhe flopped 
merely from pain and fatigue in her feet. I 
made repeated trials, afterward, with the fame, 
and other horfes, but with no better fuccefs. 
Neverthelefs, a perfon in the neighbourhood, 
fit the fame time drove feveral pofl-horfes cod- 
llantly with half-moon fhoes, and, as I was in- 
formed. 
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formed, kept their feet by that means, in a bet- 
ter and founder ftate than ever they had been 
before ; and I was aflured by a gentleman laft 
year, that he had long ridden his hackney, 
fliod in that way, with all poffible fuccefs^ — 
Certain found and tough feet will endure to be 
To expofed ; and when the frog is good, and 
in its natural ftate, its elafticity preferves it 
from harm ; it will even grow luxuriantly un- 
der fuch rough ufage ; but I think it wrong to 
have ?ny part of the cruft uncovered, unlefs as 
,an expedient to reduce too high, or widen too 
narrow heels* 

La Foffe s famous method has long been 
proved generally imprafticable ; but that which 
originated from it, namely, Ofmer s improve- 
ment, fince adopted by St. Bel and others, far 
enough from being in the fame predicament, is, 
I am thoroughly convinced, not only praftica- 
ble for nine- tenths of our faddle^ and aH our 
cart-horfes, without exception, but the only 
fafe and proper way in which they can be fhod. 
The one-tenth which form my exception, con- 
fift either of blood horfes with low heels, and 
fcarce any frogs, or thofe with large, moift, and 
fat frogs, or fuch as have running thrufhcs : I 
have feen, of the firft, with heels comparatively 
as tender as a bruifed apple, and with no frogs 
to reach the ground, even whilft at grafs ; as to 
the laft, every one knows they cannot travel 
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the roads upon their frogs. For all thefe, I 
know of no remedy, but the bar, or round 
flioe ; which ought to be made as light and flat 
as poffible, and fo contrived, that the foot may 
fiand in a natural polition, and the frog reft 
upon the bar. People in general are preju- 
diced againft the appearance of this defcription 
of Ihoe, which is, neverthelefs, in common ufe 
in fome parts of the world ; but that, if judi- 
cioufly made and well affixed, it is perfeQly 
fafe, I have had many years experience oveir 
pavement and roads of every kind. Indeed; 
on refle£lion, it muft be fafer than the method in 
which weak-heeled horfes are generally fhod, as 
on the bar they find an additional point of fup- 
port. The common method of fhoeing weak 
heels, it is notorious, is with long ftiocs, made 
additionally thick at the heel, by way of cover- 
ing the tender quarters, and hoifting them up 
from the ground ; but by thefe long and heavy 
(hoes, the quarters are gradually rendered ftill 
weaker, and the cruft battered to pieces ; and 
what with the heels being preternaturally lifted 
up, and the foot having few and uncertain 
points of fupport upon, perhaps,^ a convex fur- 
faced fhoe, every ftep of the horfe is attended 
with danger. 

I have thus given up part of a very cele- 
brated theory, and agreed that numbers of our 
horfes, from the natural or acquired weaknefs 

of 
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of their quarters and frogs, cannot travel the 
roads without an artificial defence for thofe 
parts ; but what can induce our rational and 
better kind of farriers to reje£i this theory 
where it is praSicable ? For what end or pur- 
pofe, do they ftill continue to fet a good foot 
upon a convex, in preference to a flat and evea 
furface of iron, and to make thick iuftead of 
thin flioe-heels, thereby preventing the frog 
from refting on the ground, and the animal 
from enjoying that firm fupport, which nature 
plainly intended, and of which they may be 
convinced by viewing the horfe in his natural 
ftate ? If the thoufands and thoufands of horfes, 
fuddenly let down in the back finews, nobody 
can tell how or why, did not indicate fome hid- 
den caufe, ftill the ufual reafonings upon the 
fubjefl:, urged by fo many experienced profeC- 
fional writers, ought to fet us upon our guard. 
The frog, as has been faid, is the natural reft, or 
fulcrum, of the tendon ; now if this ilandsf 
hollow and unfupported, it furely follows that 
the tendon, upon every exertion, muft fuftain 
an inordinate ftrefs. I know of no better way 
of bringing this argument to be?ir upon the 
underftanding and feelings of any curious en- 
quirer, than by advifing him to walk a con- 
fiderable time upon the balls of his feet^ with- 
out fuffering the heels to reft upon the ground; 
he will foon experieno^ pains in the mufcles of 

the 
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the calves of the leg, and about the tendo 
nchilles ; and if he (hould carry any weight be- 
fides his own, will find the pains increafed. — • 
Now a man might, by habit, bring himfclf to 
walk in that way, and perhaps without much 
prefent uneafinefs ; but I conceive he would be 
infinitely more liable to finew-ftrains, than if he 
walked in his proper and natural ftate ; and the 
cafe is, in a great meafure, though perhaps not 
precifely the fame, with horfes. With refpeft 
to the face of the fhoe, and the fure tread of 
the horfe upon the ground, one would fuppofe 
that every owner of common fenfe, and a mo- 
derate quantum of difcretion, would take the 
trouble of refleftion entirely out of his farrier's 
hands ; telling him at once, that there was no 
office to infure necks, nor any manufaftories 
where jury-ones may be purchafed. Let any 
man, who thinks this language over-ftrained^ 
take up the foot of a horfe, and examine the 
long, broad, and oval (hoe, with which thou- 
fands are ridden over the flippery pavement of 
London. Let him ferioufly confider how few 
and uncertain points, an animal of fuch bulk, 
and bearing additional weight, has to reft upon, 
more particularly in a fituation of declivity, 
when the natural ufe and fupport of his heels 
is denied him : I think, if he confider all this, 
be will m?ike his will, previous to taking a 
journey from Hyde Park Cofner to White- 
chapel 
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chapel Church, upon a horfe fo (hod. And yet 
how extreraely few are the accidents, in pro- 
portion to what might be reafonably expefted. 
Within four or five years, although I have 
looked out, I have witneffed only fix or feven 
cafes of horfes flipping up all fours upon the 
ftones, and falling upon their fides ; in but one 
or two of which, the rider had his limbs 
broken. One would fuppofe, at any rate, that 
riding in London, muft be within the verge of 
the court of particular providence. Were 
thefe break-neck hazards unavoidable, it would 
be a commendable mark of philofophy, and 
indeed of duty, to meet them with fortitude 
and refignation ; but in what terms is the cir- 
cumftance to be defcribed, when it is certain 
they are incurred for no other purpofe in the 
world of things, than purely to humour the 
delegable prejudices of an anvil-headed far- 
rier. In good truth, honefty requires it to be 
told, both in Gath and Afkalon, the whole 
fault is fairly to be attributed to the habitual 
indolence of property. There are fome toils 
to which even the rich mufl: fubmit. True 
knowledge is not to be acquired, or the acqui- 
fition to be enjoyed, by deputy : and if gentle- 
men and large proprietors of horfes are de- 
firous to avoid the difficulties, and dangers, and 
cruelties, perpetually refulting from prejudice, 
ignorance, and knavery combined, diey muft 
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embrace the refolution of making themfelves 
fo far mafters of the fubjeft, as to be able to 
direfl: thofe whom they employ. It is my 
duty, during the prefent Treatife, to afford them 
fuch a general infight, and to furnifti them with 
fuch principles, as Ihall not fail of the intended 
purpofe, if feconded by very moderate appli- 
cation of their own. The advice I have to 
offer, in refpeft to fhoeing, will, I truft, lie fo 
much within the province of general reafon- 
ing and common fenfe, that little or no profef- 
fional knowledge will be requifite, in order 
fully to comprehend it. I am the more particu- 
lar in the article of fhoeing, as it is that in which 
we ever have been, and ftill are, fo notorioufly 
defeftive ; a few words will defcribe its vaft 
confequence : of what ufe, (as has been often 
demanded) is the moft beautiful and ftately 
edifice, if in conftant danger of falling, for 
•want of a fufficient foundation ? 

Let us previoufly finifti what remains to be 
faid upon the fhoeing Cart-horfes, which draw 
upon the London pavements. All of which I 
have been complaining relative to the (hoeing 
faddle-horfes, is the pure funftiine of wifdom 
placed in comparifon with the accurfed me- 
thods taken purpofely, as it fliould feem, to 
overthrow, cripple, and torture the unfortunate 
cart-horfe. This wretched animal has huge 
maffes of iron affixed to his feet, by monftrous 
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(keMTerSy in the name of nails, the weight of 
which, altogether, tears and batters bis hoofs to 
pieces, wounds his pafterns and Ieg&, and ren^ 
ders him liable, at every ilepj to drains in his 
joints and finews. But this is the leaft part of 
the danger, to which he is fo fottilhly expofed : 
ahhough employed in fuftaining upon bis back 
immenfe lo^s as fhaft-horle, and in drawing 
weights which require the utmoft exertion of his 
powers over a pavement, frequently as flippery 
as glafs, his heels are hoifled upon (lilts, and the 
iron which covers his feet, is purpofely worked 
into a globular or oval furface, not unlike a wal^ 
nut-fhell! a procedure, one would fuppofe, which 
could only rcfult (fpeaking of the proprietor of 
the beaft) from downright infanity. Setting 
afide the imminent peril of accidents, ftrains, 
bruifes, and foundering from the burning heat 
of fuch ftioes in work, how is it poffible that a 
horfe, with fo ticklifh a hold upon the ground, 
can make the moft of his ftrength, fuch a large 
portion of which is wafted and confumed in 
diiheartening ftruggles, merely to keep himfelf 
upon his legs. To fee the dreadful cruelty 
with which generous and obedient animals are 
whipped during thefe extremities, is enough to 
drive a feeling mind to diftraftion. 

We generally find that cruelty originates in 
fome little, dirty, contemptible intereft, or 
rather fuppofed intereft. It is precifely the 

cafe 
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cafe here. The feeling, well-b^ng, and fafcty 
of thife noble animals, are facrificed to the con- 
temptible con fi deration of a differjsnce in the 
price of iron. For cheapnefs fake^, the fofteft 
and the moft ordinary is made ufe of; in courfe^, 
the fhoes are required to be of an immense 
weight and fize to bear a large horfe, without 
bending under him. Shoe-moulds, ready-made, 
of this foft inferior iron, are, I am gi\^en to un* 
derftand, purchafed at a low price from the 
founderies, by the blackfmiths in general. 

By a ftrange abfurdity, as cart-horfes are fhod 
in a more unnatural and prepofterous method 
than any other defcription, fo there is infinitely 
lefs dccafion, and lefs excufe for it. Although 
the pure, dry, and elaftic air of fon^e parts of 
Afia, fo hardens the hoofs of horfes, that they 
are tough enough to endure the ground with 
very flight, perhaps fometimes without any 
fhoes, yet the nature of the hoof in that race 
is effentially changed by the heavy and moid air 
of our northern climate, and we find the feet of 
our horfes, generally tender in proportion to 
their blood, and tougher as they approach the 
cart-breed. Moft Cart-horfes are provided, 
in an ample meafure, with quarters and frogs 
fufficiently capacious to fupport their weight, 
and which would for ever do that bffiee in the 
fulleft manner, were they not conftantly pared 
down to make way for an artificial and delufive 
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fupport of iron. This pretended iron fupport 
is much more deftruftive to their feet, than 
cither their own weight, or the hard ground, 
for inftead of encouraging the natural growth 
,of horn upon the foot, deftined to fuftain the 
fhoe, it is daily abrading and wearing that ne- 
ceffary fubftance away. The plea, that heavy 
horfcs require fuch ponderous (hoes, to fup- 
port their weight, is totally unfounded and ab- 
furd ; fince thofe horfes, as well as all others, 
are never fo firmly fupported, or their feet fo 
ftrong and found, as when running abroad with- 
out {hoes ; and if it be urged, that in fuch cafe 
they do not labour, the anfwer i§ as juft as it is 
ready; that during the feafon of labour^and 
carrying weight, a heavy covering, which weak- 
ens and deftroys the feet, can never be a pro- 
per fupport for the body. What would a por- 
ter fay to the artift, who (hould propofe to him 
to pare away the hard fkin of his heels, and to 
make amends for the lofs of natural fubftance, 
by an additional thicknefs of (hoe ? 

I will however grant, becaufe I know it from 
long experience, that almoft all horfes require 
a certain fubftance of ftioe fufficient to prefervc 
their feet from the concuflion of the ground, 
in exercife ; and for this any perfon may find 
an analogy in his own feelings, when running 
over hard ground with thin-foled ftioes; but 
this confideration by no means affefts draft- 

horfes 
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horfes in the degree it does thofe which are 
obliged to move quick ; and the circumftailce 
of the former being confined to a walk^ is ex^ 
tremely favourable to any neccffary amend- 
ment in their fhoeing, even when their feet may 
have been crippled, and worn tender by weight 
of iron. 

If there be really no neceffity for thefe heavy 
oval fhoes, beyond a paltry faving in the price 
of iron, and a gratification of the ridiculous 
prejudices of ignorant fmiths, furely the con- 
cerned will no longer fuffer their own inte- 
refts, and the feelings of their cattle, to be fo 
idly facrificed. Excluding all ideas of rifk and 
damage, let it be fimply confidered with what 
eafe a couple of horfes, properly ihod with flat 
narrow webbed fhoes, and having their foles 
entire, and their frogs in their natural ftate to 
cling to a flippery furface, would take a load 
up-hill, over the pavement, to what they would 
be able to do with the common large and oval 
fhoes. It muft at leaft make a horfe difference 
in four ; but in the view of humanity, the dif- 
ference is immenfe. Taking it as a mere point 
of interefl, and fuppofing that the amendment 
cannot be compaffed without an. additional al- 
lowance to the farrier, there is nothing more 
obvious than that it would be infinitely to the 
advantage of the keepers of cart-horfes to com- 
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ply ; of the truth of which, they may be very 
cheaply and eafily convinced. 

The reader, defirous of information, will 
have made his own inferences from the princi* 
pies I have laid down ; without being any great 
connoiffeur in horfe-ftioeing, he has, I dare fay, 
found them accordant with common fenfej 
which has much more to do in the right ma- 
xiagement of all things, than profeflional myf* 
Ucs are willing to allow. As has been faidi the 
reformation mufl come from the perfonal ex* 
ertions of people of property. In fuch confifts 
the lawful and meritorious influence of wealth* 
Little is to be effe6):ed, a$ ages have (hewn in 
this particular cafe, from the feeble efforts of 
authors, who, to ufe a phrafe of the fchools, are 
poor by cuflom, and therefore little attended 
ta But whoever fhall fet about this necef&ry 
reform, will have an immenfe load of prejudice 
to counterad in grooms and farriers in general, 
by no means undeferving the charafter beflowed 
on them, by the difcerntng Earl of Pembroke. 
A holy zeal for antiquated forms, and an in* 
vincible attachment to precedent, right or 
wrong, are not confined to the fuperior pro 
feffions. The late profeffor, St. Bel, affured 
me, that one of his workmen left the fervice of 
the College, although his wages were higher, 
and his labour lefs, than elfewhere, rather than 
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fubmit to be taught any other method of {hoe- 
ing than that which he had learned in his youtlr, 
and which, for that good reafon, he was fiaxe 
muft be the beft : and I was witJkin thefe few 
days informed, by a friend, of a dairy-man in 
Buckinghamlhire, well known to the faid in- 
formant, who always weighs his butter for mar- 
ket with a family ftone, although the faid ftonc 
weighs feveral ounces above a pound ; giving 
the following fagc reafon for the praftice — 
** that as his father before him, weighed with 
•* the ftone, and did well, befure it did not be- 
** come him, to be wifer than his father!** 

With refpeft to thofe farriers who are intel- 
ligent, and defirous of improvement, the beft 
method an employer can take with them is to 
put Ofmer's book into their hands. No man 
of tolerable underftanding can read that trea- 
tife without learning fomething of borfe-flioe- 
ing; and I have recommended it to feveral 
young farriers of merit, both of town and 
country, who have acknowledged their obliga- 
tions to it. Farther, every one who wifties to 
have juftice done to his horfes, muft infift upon 
the following preliminaries with his fmith, which 
are entirely within the cognizance of common 
fenfe — ^namelyj 

That he liever weaken the foot of the horfe. 
by paring away the fole and frog, nor deftroy 
the bars, under pretence of opening the heels, 

A a 4 That 
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That he make ufe of none but the bcft, hard 
and well-wrought iron ; that he fet the horfe 
upon a flat, and even furface, and never make 
the ftioe projeft beyond the heel. 

That he never fufFer a burning hot flioe to 
be fitted to the horfe's foot. 

The above direflions may be made general, 
almoft without exception. 

I am forry to fay that the villainous cuftom 
of fitting the (hoes red-hot, and of burning the 
cruft of the foot to a level with the fhoe, in- 
ftead of hammering the iron to the ftiape of 
the foot, fubfift in full force, at this inftant. The 
jnifchief done by this lazy cuftom, to the feet 
of horfes, is incalculable ; a pregnant example 
of which, is the cafe of Hue and Cry, the trot-, 
ting ftallion; whifh horfe loft both his fore-r 
hoofs by it : and, as I have been informed by 
the owner, the late Mr. Bevan, the farrier fat 
up three nights with the horfe, ufing his utmoft 
endeavours to prevent ^ mortification from 
feizing his feet. 

The hammers of the fmiths are, in general, 
too large and heavy, that they cannot drive a 
nail with thfit truth and accuracy which the 
cpfe requires, and where the fmalleft deviation 
may occafion difagreeable confequences. The 
brutal treatment alfo, which horfes experience 
from too many of the men of this defcription, 
ought herQ to be prefTed upon the remembrance 

of 
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of proprietors. It is well known^ and indeed, 
every day feen, that the miferable animals, 
flinching under the torture inflifted by thefe 
Vulcans, are cruelly beat about the head and 
body with their mafly hammers. There is alfo 
a grofs abufe in the affair of twitching ; when a 
horfe is twitched to excefs, the r^ark is over fhot, 
and the intention of thereby hblding a horfe in a 
quiet ftate is deftrqyed. I once faw a mare in 
foal twitched to fuch excefs, by a ftupid, heavy- 
handed fellow, that her lip burft afunder, and 
the mare threw herfelf upon the ground in a 
ftate of defperation, and would not rife until 
the cord was loofened. 

It is here neceffary to give the reader a cau- 
tion againft the too ufual error of precipitate 
meafures of improvement. A gentleman finds 
his horfe conftantly tender-footed, flinching 
and ftumbling. The farrier is applied to, he 
makes great promifes, and every flioeing the 
horfe goes worfe. The owner now, with his 
favourite author in his hand, takes up the foot 
of his horfe, and perceives with indignation 
that lie is ftiod right wrong, in the very teeth 
of orthodoxy. The farrier is again fent for, 
and damn'd for a thick-headed fon of a bitch, 
not worthy to ftioe Balaam's afs ; and, in fine, or- 
dered, at his peril, to flioe immediately and 
ftriftly according to the given pattern. The 
fellow fliakes his wife noddle, grins, and makes 

his 
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bis bow. The nag being (hod, according to or- 
der, is mounted by his fanguine and delighted 
mailer, who now fuppofes all h^ troubles at an 
end ; but, alas ! he has only made an exdiange 
of erron, his horfe goes like a cat m pattens, 
he can't trot a yard. The poor animal, as if 
he were in fault, is now checked with the curb, 
fpurred, curfed, abufed, and rode home again. 
Another meeting takes place with the farrier, 
who now aflumes airs of confequence, on ac- 
count of his fuperior fkill and fore-knowledge 
of what had happened. They both join in ri* 
diculing book-knowledge in the art of (hoeing, 
and the folly of authors who pretend to Jhoe 
all horfes by one common Jtandard. The nag is 
fliod again in the old way, goes better imme- 
diately in confequence of the change ; but in a 
very (hort time, having no feet to go upon, is 
fold for a few pounds to the mail coaches, 
where they are made to go, whether they can 
or not. 

The error lies in fuppofing a horfe able to 
go well in proper (hoes, or indeed any flioes at 
9II, whofe foles, frogs, and heels are fo reduced, 
as to be fcarce able to bear his own weight. 
In fuch cafe, the only remedy is to turn him 
inftantly to grafs, with narrow plates upon the 
walls of- his hoofs, to prevent their being 
broken, until his heels and frogs Ihall have 
grown to their natural (late, and then to put 

him 
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him into the hands of a flcilful farrier, who may 
always preferve them in that ftate, by ftriSIy 
following the rules of Ofmer and Qarke^ fup« 
poling the hoofs to be naturally found ; if other- 
wife, I have nothing better to propofe, than to 
repeat my own favourite method of the bar^ 
(hoe. But of all things in the world, let no 
man put faith in farriers, or their pretended 
cures by ftioeing, in cafes like thefe. There is 
only one farrier equal to the tafk, which is 
Nature ; and (he always performs her operas 
Uon%Jubjove^ abroad. 

I think I cannot too much recommend the 
praSice, hinted at in the beginning of this 
chapter, of hammering the external furface of 
the ftioe fomewhat concave; its great ufe in 
fecuring a horfe's footing over convex ftones, 
muft ftrike every one, and it is unattended by 
any countervailing difadvantage. On a refer- 
ence, I find it mentioned by Sollyfel, as well 
as that ancient author whom I quoted. It muft 
be of infinite ufe to town cart-horfes more par- 
ticularly, but I think it a praftice which merits 
univerfal adoption. 

Refpefting the fingle calkin, or ufual turning 
up of the hinder ftioe of the faddle horfc, I 
muft acknowledge I fee nothing in it either 
of prejudice or utility. If the horfe have the 
ufe of his frogs upon the ground, he will want 
nothing elfe to preferve him from flipping ; and 

if 
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if otherwife, he flips with his toe not his hceL 
As to calkins upon the fore-heels, I am con- 
vinced nothing refults from them but mifchief 
and danger in any cafe. In frofl^y weather, or 
upon a chalky or flippery country, fliarp-head- 
ed, four-edged ice nails, made of the hardeft 
fluff, are the only fecurity ; unlefs, as an addi- 
tional one, it be thought proper to indent the 
welts and toes of the flioes, which may have 
confiderable effeft. In this affair, there is cer- 
tainly an exception to be made with regard to 
cart-horfes, which are obliged to back with 
heavy loads, an exertion in which the flrefs 
materially lies upon the heels, and moft of all 
the hinder ones. The cafe is the faftie with the 
fliaft-horfe, in going down-hill. It is a quef- 
tion, whether their frogs would, in thofe re- 
fpefts, be fufficient ; if not, calkins behind might, 
as ufual, be adopted, but not at any rate be- 
fore. 

To recapitulate, all horfes with good feet 
fhould, and well and fafely may, be (hod with 
ilat, light, narrow-webbed fhoes, made of the 
hardeft iron ; thefe (hoes fhould be formed 
thickeft at the toe, and thinneft and narrowefl 
at the heel, that the animal may have that 
equal and fteady bafe, which nature intended 
him. 

I fball conclude this chapter, with the beft 
profeffional advice I have been able to procure 

upon 
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upon certain pra£lical and operative parts of 
the fubjeft. 

St Bel propofes the following weights, each 
fhoe, for the rcfpeftive defcription^ of Horfes, 
which, at any rate, form a good general outline, 
to be varied according to circumftances, at the 
difcretion of the operator. 

lb, oz. 
For the h^avieft cart-horfes - - - 212 
lighter ditto - - - -- 112 



- heavieft coach-horfes - - i 12 

- lighter ditto -.--—14 

- faddle-horfes in general, from 1 2 to 10 o«. 

- racers -------05104^?%. 



The faireft opportunity of making trial of 
the true principles of the art, is that prefented 
by the colt at his firft (hoeing, when his hoofs 
are in a ftate of natural perfeftion, and previ- 
ous to his being habituated to any particular 
cuftom. This occafion ought to be zealoufly 
embraced, in particular if the prefent owner 
means to keep the horfe for his own ufe ; and, 
indeed, if it were poffible to diflFufe fuch ideas 
among our breeders, that circumftance alone 
would have a moft powerful tendency towards 
the neceffary reformation. As the matter 
(lands, the feet even of our four and (ive year 
olds, are too generally put out of a ftate of 
fpeedy amendment. 

I have 
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I have given my opinion as to the depend- 
ence which ought to be placed on the opera- 
tions of farriery, for the recovery of thin, weak^ 
Jind damaged feet: I have not a whit more 
tcfpeS, for the various manoeuvres praftifed 
with the intent of curing convex or pomiced 
feet — of the different modes of flioeing in ufe 
to prevent interfering— or of the operation of 
unfoling, and of various others which might be 
named. As to any tampering with pomiced 
feet, or thofe where the foles belly out, and the 
horfe is obliged to walk upon them, it is at- 
tended with conftant pain, without hope of 
amendment, to the animal: the ftiorteft and 
cheapen way is to knock him on the head^ 
or fuf&r him to take his chance abroad. I 
have no reverence at all for the memory of the 
inventors of the different kinds of fhoes, the 
ufe of which, in different cafes, has been fo 
ollentatioufly fct forth by writers ; tfiey appear 
to me ingenious contrivances, without ufe, and 
generally full of cruelty. The ufual methods 
of {hoeing, taken to prevent a horfe from cut- 
ting, generally give him an uneven, and confe- 
quently unfafe pofition upon the ground ; and 
mfter all, he continues to interfere. Drawing 
the fole, I look upon to be an abominable, and 
to the befl of my knowledge, ever an ufelefs 
operation^ I fpeak not on my own experience, 

for 
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for although farriers have more than once pn> 
{K)^ it to me, I never would permit it ; but I 
liave made it my bufinefs to enquire ibr many 
years paft, and I have never yet heard of a 
borfe which was worth nine-pence after it. 

The general direflions are, never to pare the 
Ible, frog, or binders, any more than to cut 
them level, and ftrip them of rotten and fcaly 
parts ; but I mufl confefs I have feen feet So 
exceedingly luxuriant in growth, and fo tough^ 
that they would bear, nay perhaps require fome 
little paring; but the danger to be apprehended 
from the want of paring, was ever a feather 
when M^ghed againft that of trufting a fmith 
to perform it at difcretion, buttrefs in hand.— 
In this cafe, I have generally flood over the 
operator myfelf, ready to cry out — ^^No more, 
do£lor. The direclions, however, do not ex- 
tend to the cruft or wall, which in deep, con- 
cave, hard feet, mud be at any rate taken 
down, becaufe its growth continually binds and 
Gontrads the quarters, dries up the frogs, and 
prevents their neceffary contaft with the ground,, 
The fize and ftrength of the feet, and the fitu- 
ation of the frogs, are the beft meafure for the 
due performance of this, 

Whenever it becomes abfolutely necefl^ry to 
cut the bars or frogs, never fuffer it to be per- 
formed in the ufual way of blackfmiths, that is 
to fay, inwards or downward.?, one of the moft 

deftruftive 
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dcftruftive of all their manoeuvres, but always 

let them be (haved horizontally, or flat ; and it is 

fo dangerous to cut too near in the frog, that 

in cafe of a confiderable bulk in that part, it is 

even better to thicken the fiioe-heels a trifle, 

and fo to bring them and the frog upon a level 

and even bearing. For a foot in a found and 

natural ft ate, the breadth of the fhoe at the 

heels, fhould be one-half of its breadth at the 

toe, and its fubftance decreafe by degrees from 

the toe, fo as to be one-half thinner or weaker 

at the extremity of the heels ; notwithftanding 

this decreafe of width at the heel of the (hoe, 

it will be ftill wide enough to ftand out fome- 

what beyond the , cruft, and thereby be pre* 

vented from getting within the heel as it grows. 

The form of the ftioe muft exaftly correfpond 

with the outline of the foot, and ever be made 

thickeft externally at the rim, and gradually 

thinner internally next the horfe's fole, a form 

direftly oppolite to the common concave flioe ; 

this will leave juft room enough (and there 

ought to be no more) between the edge of the 

fhoe and the fole, for the introdu6lion of the 

pecker, which is ufed to remove fmall ftones 

and gravel accidentally lodged. Mr. Clarke 

fays, he has frequently obferved a fwelling of 

the legs immediately above the hoofs, attended 

with great pain and inflammation^ and a dif- 

charge of thin ichorous and foetid matter, which 

he 
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he attributed to the compreflion made upon the 
internal parts of the feet, by the common con- 
cave, long, and heavy (hoes ; and that from the 
fame caufe chiefly proceed moft of the difeafes. 
of the feet, founder, hdof-binding, narrow heels, 
foul thruflfies, bleirae^ high foles, and the like. 
I have been long convinced of the truth of 
this obfervation. 

As to the difpofition of the nail-holes, every 
farrier knows that in the fore-feet, the toe is 
thickefl and ftrongeft ; in the hinder feet, the 
heels ; according to the French proverb, quoted 
by Blundville, (Levant derrier^ derrier devant— 
before behind, behind before. 

There is a complaint of very ancient ftand- 
ing, againft fmiths, for needlefsly multiplying 
nail-holes, and making their nails too large ; 
by which the cruft is fo torn, as fcarce to leave 
found fpacc to drive a nail. It is the cafe even 
now with many of our country flfioers, who 
are not fatisfied unlefs they^^w^r on the (hoes. 
Old Blundeville's direftions herein are not amils, 
who fays, the nail-heads ftiould be fquare, and 
not fo broad beneath as above, but anfwerable 
to the pierced holes, which they Ihould fill \ 
and above which they fliould not appear more 
than the^ thicknefs of the back of a knife.-^ 
The fhanks of the nails to bQ fomewhat flat, 
fl:iffer towards the head than below, and the 
points fliarp, without hollownefs or flaw. As 

VOL. 1. B b to 
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to the number of nails in a (hoe^ the following 
table is according to the dire£iion of Profeflbr 
Saint Bel : 

For Racc-horfes, fix — three on each fide. 

Hacks, Hunters, &c. fcvcn ; four on the outfide, and 

three within ; the infide quarter being t(roake(L 

Mail-Coachers, Poft-horfes, &c. ian&e number^ 

■ large Horfes, four on each fide. 

heavy Cart-horfes, five on each fide. 



Solleyfel fays, that common fmiths, in order 
to prevent pricking the horfe with their laige 
nails, pierce the fhoe too near the edge, which 
praftice, in time, ruins the foot. '/ 

The fhoe being faft nailed, the lefs there re- 
mains to be rafped the better, and that inftru- 
mcnt (hould only be ufed as high as the rivets, 
but never above them,becaufe, in the firft place, 
it is unneceflary, and becaufe the furface of the 
hoof is much injured, and difpofed to dry by 
being rafped ; farthermore, a heavy and care- 
lefs hand is extremely apt to touch with the 
tool the origin of the nail juft beneath the co- 
ronet, where it is extremely fenfible ; the con- 
fequence of which is a fmall woimd or bruife, 
ending frequently in a fandcrack. 

Every foot fhould be kept as fliort at the 
toe, as is confiftent with the fafety of the cruft, 
and the proper fcape of the foot. My Lord 
Pembroke's rule is, to cut the toe fquare, and 
afterwards round off the angles ; and Latrrtntius 

Ruflhis, 
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RufTiufi^ who wrote fome centuries before the 
jjoble Eurl, fay/5, tbit a (hort toe, ftod a n^now, 
light, and ftraight iboe, make fi large aod 
ftroqg hoof, and a firm leg. In takiiig down the 
toe, Solleyfel forbids the ufe of the buttrefs, di- 
rcfting it to be done wiUa a paring knife, after 
the flioe as fixed, which is to be purpofely fet 
back, as far as neceffary. This, he fays, will 
<xx:afion a derivation of nouriftiment backward 
towards the heels, and in time greatly ftrengthen 
and enlarge them ; which falutary confequence 
is, indeed, well known to us If the rafp is at all 
jufed in this bufinefs, it ought to be confined to 
the toe, and laid on in fMch wife as to render 
it as thick a$ poffible, in tender-footed horfes. 

The only advantageous method that I coul4 
ever difcover of Ihoeing deep ftrong feet, witi^ 

CONTRACTED NARROW HEELS, is that of L«L 

Foffe, with the half-moon ftioes ; the cruft bet- 
ing previoufly taken down, as before direSed. 
The horip being prefumed already lame, wflj 
travel very little more fo, from his quarters be- 
ing expofed, and as' being totally unfit at any 
rate for expeditious riding, a little tendernefjj 
and flinching may well be borne in a flow 
pace, fince the fbort Choes will be daily con* 
tributing^ towards his cure, whilft large, hol- 
ilow, and long ones would only be aggravating 
the difeafe. The fmiths render thefe feet ifinaUy 

a b 2 ufelefs. 



372 ON THE ART OF SHOEING. 

• 

ufelefs, by rafping them, and paring the foles, 
under pretence of giving them eafe, which, in 
faft, caufes them to dry and contraft ftill more : 
the only means whence they can poflibly get 
eafe is, by the expanfion of the quarters, to be 
attained from the animal's weight borne upon 
them ; the frog, alfo, which appears dried and 
(hrunk up, will expand and increafe in bulk 
from the fame caufe. Some feet of this de- 
fcription will be thus rendered good, and the 
remedy is pleafant, from being void of trouble 
or expence ; but if the horn be of a certain 
peculiar hard and faulty contexture, or the 
bones and internal proceffes of the feet mate- 
rially damaged, which will be difcovered after 
a few times fhoeing with the Abort fhoes, all 
remedies hitherto propofed, from the days of 
Solleyfel (the grand empyric for feet) to the 
prefent, are worfe than the difeafe. 

For the plat foot, the author juft men- 
tioned advifes the following treatment : — Forge 
a {hoe as ftraight as poflible from the toe to the 
fpunges, that is to fay, not fo circular as ufual, 
with holes pierced very near the edge ; after 
this fhoe is nailed faft, there ftiould be about 
half an inch of horn left to be cut with the 
knife from the toe, and in proportion round 
the fides. The ftioe is on no account to be 
made concave next the foot, although it may 

rather 
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rather touch thefole, but to be hammered hol- 
low externally. The horfe may be expe6led 
to flinch a little from the fhoe fetting fome- 
what upon the fole ; but beware he be not 
pricked. Every time of change, the (hoes are 
to be made ftill flraighter at the toe, which is 
to be kept (hort, but not at the quarters ; and in 
three or four times changing, the author pro- 
mifes an amendment in the fliape of the feet. 
I have never experienced this, nor have I much 
opinion of its utility, or of any meafures tend- 
ing to throw nature out of hpr deftined courfe 
by violence. A foot naturally flat and thiri, 
will be fo ftill, or rendered worfe, by forcible 
attempts at amendment. The only praftice to 
be depended upon, I believe, in this cafe, is to 
keep the toe as fliort as poffible, never to di- 
minifli the fubftailce of the cruft, fole, or bind- 
ers, and to flioe always in bars, making ufe of the 
fmalleft nails. Our modern Englifli bar ftioe is 
a judicious improvement of the ancient planche^ 
or pancelet, of which Blundville and others 
had fo high an opinion, for ftrengthening and 
giving fubftance to weak feet. The late Doc- 
tor Snape, farrier to his Majefty, had a very 
ingenious hand at fcJrging this kind of s fhoe, as 
I have often experienced. 

JoiNT-sHOES for all feet, vaulted fhoes fot 
pomicedor convex foles, patten flioes, lunettes^ 
or half-moons, thick at heel, thofe with a but* 

B b 3 ton 
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tdn or fhouldering on thd infidc, to ftand clftar 
df a falfe quarter, and thofe formed thickeft on 
the infide, to prevent interfering^ are very an* 
^i^tlt inventions^ atid fufficieiltly known to far*^ 

riers. 

I have faid^ that interfering id tifufally occa« 
fioned by a preternatural turn or twift of the 
^ftern joint, which gives the toe afl obliquft 
direftion, either inward or outwarc) ; or perhdp» 
the dcfeft may not lie in the lower, but in th6 
upper extremity of the leg; in this cafe, it 
ought to be confidfered, that thofe meafures of 
{hoeing, the aim of which is to give the foot a 
ftraight pofition upon the ground, kkiuft at the 
i^me time inevitably expofe the ligaments to 
unufual draining ; the cdnfequenc^s of which 
may be much worfe than thofe of cutting oi* 
knocking* Here follow, howevfefi the beft di- 
reftions for fhbeing a horfe which interferes. 

A careful farrier always examines and notes 
which branch of the old (hoe is pioft worn, and 
a£b accordingly. Wh^n the toe is turned 
dutWard, the ftrefs lies chiefly upon the inward 
quarter^ of courfe the inward quarter tnuft be 
left untouched, and the thicknefs of the flioe 
on that fide increafed ; the external branch of 
the ftioe being made thin, and that quarter of 
the hoof alfo reduced in proportion. The 
whole operation ought to be performied to fuch 
A nicety^ that the foot may bear equally upon 

all 
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all parts of it$ circumference. To amend this 
pofition, farriers have formerly made the inner 
branch of the fhoe exceffive thick, and even 
raifed it upon cramps ; which muft always have 
very ill confequences, particularly as the horfe 
interferes with the heel, and the mifchief is 
done with the foot lifted up ; whence it fel- 
lows, that the forced ftraight pioikion on the 
ground, is at laft of no confequence to the 
main end. 

When the horfe is pigeon-toed, that is, turns 
his toes inwards, the mode of (hoeing ufually 
adopted, is juft the reverfe of the above. After 
all, if any good can poffibly be done in thefa 
cafes, it muft be from leaving nothing on the 
inner fide, with which a horfe can ftrike him- 
felf ; but with this view, an injudicious ope- 
rator frequently reduces the hoof till it is irre- 
coverably weakened, the horfe has an uneven 
pofition upon the ground, and ftill interferes. 

For HAMMER AND piNCHER s, Or ovcr-rcach- 
ing, fhort fore fhoes, and a rediiftion of the 
toes of the hinder-feet, is the method direfted ; 
after which, and fuppofing the horfe can go 
with his quarters expofed, he will moft proba- 
bly ftill ftrike his fore-heels with what you have 
left of his hinder toes. 

I have never feen, or indeed at all confidered 
the form of the ox's (hoe, fo am unable to 
judge of the propriety of the following methods 
given by Saint Bel. The ox is either (hod 

B b 4 with 
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with a flat plate of iron, having fix or feven 
naii-holes on the outer edge^ accompanied with 
a proje6lion of four or five inches of iron at 
the toe, which paffing the cleft of the foot, is 
beqt over the hoof; or with eight (hoes, one 
under each nail ; other wife with four, one un-^ 
der each external nail ; or only two, one under 
the external pail of each fore-foot. 



END OF THE FIRST VOt.UME» 
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